Decisiozn No.

BIFORE THE RAILROAD COMMISSION OF TEE STATE OF CALIFCRNIA

In the Matter of the Application of
FPICKIICKX=-GREYEQUND OF CALIFORNIA, LTD.,

& coxporation, for a certificate of public
convenlence and necessity authorizing the
operation and extension of its automobile
stage service as = common carrier of
Passengers, baggage and express between
Los Angeles and the Celifornis-Nevada
State line north of Wheaton Springs and
intermediate points, and between Loz
ingeles and she Cellfornie~irizons State
line east of Needles, California, and
intermediate points, and to grent such
certificate as an extension end in lieu
of 2pplicant's existing operations over
seid routes.

Avplication No. 16705
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In the Mztter of the Application of
UNION PACIFIC STAGES CF CALIFORNIA,

2 corporation organized under the laws of
the State of Celifornia, for euthority to
issue and sell cerxrtain of its shares.

applicetion No. L6766

In the Matier of trhe Application of
UNION PACIFIC STAGES OF CALIFORNIA, &
corporation orgamized under the lews of
vhe State of Celifornia, for & certifi-
cate of public convenience and necessity,
sutnorizing it to operate a motor bdus
service between ‘San Bernerdino, Calif-
ornia, and the Califormla-Neveda State
Lines, all in San Bernardino County,
Californle.

Aprlication No. 16767
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Libdby & Sherwin, for Plckwick=Greyhound
of Celifornie, Ltd., Applicant.

Z. E. Beanett and H. B. Ellison, for Tnion
Paclfic Stages of California, Applicant.

Frenk Kerr and R. . Wedekind, for Motor
Trensit Compary, Protestant.

. T« lucey and G. E. EHEarrison, for The
Atchison, Topeksa ond Santa Fe Ry. Co.,
Protestent.

Mork Thompson end Edward Stern, for Rud lway.
Exyress Agency, Inc., Protestant.

Paul Shafer, for Victorville XMotor Express,
Protestant.

Harry See, for Brotherhood of Railroad Train-
men and Rallroad Firemen and Englnemen.




WEITSELL, Commissioner:

QPINION ON REEELRING

By Decision No. 33545, dated March 31, 1931, the Rail-
road Commission denied the adove applicstlons. On April 10, 1931,

& rehearing was petitioned for and on Moy 7, 1931, the Commission

mede 1ts order grenting seid rehearing.

Public hearings were held in Los Angeles, evidence taken
and an order of submicsion made. Herry See, for the Brotherhood
of Railroed Trainmen and Firemen and Snginemen entered an appecr-
ance as & protestent.

Applicants presented some 26 witnesses, 1t being agreed
by stipulation, es was the case in the original hearing, that the
testimony offered by the applicent in Application No. 16705
(Pickwick), and Applicesiion No. 16767 (Union Pacific Stages) would
be considéred as applicable to both in so far as the testimony
referred vo points proposed to be served py eitker of them. No
new testimony wes offered or presented in the matter of Application
No. 16766, an epplication by Union Pacific Steges to issuve end sell
stock. .

Most of the witnesses for applicents gave testimony
which, in effect, war similar to that offered at the originel hear-
ing, several of them, in fact, having testified in the originesl
proceeding. It may be saild, then, that the tesfimony of appli~
cents wag largely cumulative, differing mainly on‘the gquestion of
conditions existing at this time as compared with cornditions
exicsting at the time of the original hearings. Applicants intro-
duced several exhiblits in explanation of previous testimony as to
the vacant seats on interstete stages, causes of late or delayed

srrivals, time schedules, etc. There was also testimony as to en
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increase in business on the highways, one men testifying that he '

wes doing ten times es much dusiness as he did in 1930. All of

the pudblic witnesses for applicants, several of whom served, or

had served, epplicents as agents, were optomistic as to the future.
Ipitomized, their testimony would read:
We should be allowed the riéht to board
the interstate stages of applicants running through

our communities and past our service stations and

lunck rooms. We receive many inguiries for bus
seIvice. The buses offer schedules more comvenient
than those of the rall, also lower fares, lMany of us
have our own cars, 4 have a large number of persons
residing along or neax the provosed routes, dub: we -
will uce the bdbuses 1f given an opportunity.  There Is
‘a need for more rapld expresc service for auto parts
(alco supplies) so that persons delayed on the desexrt
by auto breckdowns may be sent on thelr way and we may
revlenish our stocks on short notice. Most of the re=-
guests for bus service come from tourists, local people
knowing of restrictions as to local service on buses,
but there 1s elso a local demand for dus service to
all points on both highways prcposed to be served by
apprlicants. No partlicularly adverse criticism of rail
service. Raill schedules inconvenicnt main complaint. -
One of the witnesses testified thet he would like %o
see & service every hour. In addition, the proposed dbus service
was endorsed by the Elnckley Valley=Lenwood Chember of Commexrce.
There wes also some testimony voicing prékest ageinst having to
travel some distance %o make cither rail or bus connections.
The estimates of requests for service varied, ranging as

followsc:




Lrs. Longfellow, Needles - 3 2 day (most of them transicnts).
Doris Sizcho, Newberry -- 4 or 5 & week (mostly break downs).

Roy Christensen, Bogdad == 5 to 20 a day (tourists) westbound.
C. M. Earit, Needles ~= 4 or 5 s dzy (touriste).

T. Re Wilson, Rarstow ~= l'# month (tourists -- broken down).

Mrc. Robertson, Needles == 4 or 5 g day (some local tourists
end hiteh hikers).

F. V. Bauer, Barstow — 2 or 3 a day (touristsz - some local).
G. Mallory, San Bernardino -= 10 to 15 2 daye.
L. Millexr, Barstow ~= 1 & day (rocd camps).
ickner, Lenwood == 1 o deye. |
Failing, Daker — 15 2 month (tourists - break dowms).

Wey, Mt. Pass == 4 or 5 & week (westbourd) (one=kslf
tourists = break downs)e.

oon B. Miller, Los Angeles == 3 or 4 o daye.

Lixs. Robertson of Needles testified that she sold, in
one month, 22 tickets to Topéck, the point in Arizona where‘passen—
gers seeking to travel on RPickwick interstate stages, (operating
via Needles), could bosrd them for traﬁsportation westward to
points in Célirornia. T, U. Bauver of Barstow seld he sold 10 tickets
& month to Topock, real destination of pacsengers wunknown. (No
agert 1s meintained ot Topock, Fickwilick having recently discoﬁtinued
agencysd There wes also testimony to the effect thet Newberry for-
merly hed a 24-hour agency. It is now & part time agency. -

Protestants produced only compeny officials or employes:
es wltnecses, thelr testimony being largely explanstory of exﬁibits
s“owing the rell and express service now in effect In the territory
effected by the proposed dus services; the new exhibits sﬁéwing
edditional stops (most of them rlag) mede avallable since the
inception of these proceedings. Thelr téstimony was generally to

toe effect that no complaints cgainst the rail or express serxrvice




hed beeﬁ received and thet they had z2nd were giving the territory

ell the service the treffic justified. It was freely sdmitted by

both appiicants and protestants that the traffic in the territory

would not justiry a purely local service.

Exnibits 43 and 44 by Railway Express Agerncy show the‘
emount of business done in the shipment of automobile parts fLfrom
San Zernardinc %o Needles and points west, including Victorville,
Bagdaed, Goffs, Newberry, Ludlow, Cadiz and Amboy. From August 7th
to 15th (Exhibit 43) the Express company trensported 36 shipments
of o total weight of 468 pounds. From June 29 to July 15, it
trancported 76 shipmepts toteling 502 pounds in weighte.

Exhiblt 46 of The Atchison, Topeka & Sante Fe Rallway
Compeny shows *that in May, 19%0, the company s0ld 248 one way
tickets, and 97 round trip from énd to Barstow, Dagget and Needles
end certain statlons west end south of Victorville, including
Tictorville as ggainst 160 one way and 158 round trip between the
same points in lay of this year. Exhibit 47 chows that in Febru=-
ery, 1930, the company sold 137 one way ocnd 19 round trip
tickets, while in Februery of thls year the ticket scles toteled
80 one way and 21 round *trip tickets. In June, 1930, 122 one way
tickets were sold and 31 round trip. The round trips sold in
June, 1931, totaled 15 and the one way 69. In June, 1930, %three
cesh fares were collected  on the treins end in June of thils year
only one.

Protestents alco showed by exhibits (coples of telegrams)
that certain road work reguiring the services of large crews was
about completed, and slso produced testimorny as to the extent of
the activity et certein mines end plants in the territory, the
testimony 1ndicafing that most of the plants were practically

Irective.




Testimony ac to the population of many of the various
points affected by the proposed stage service via Needles was
offered by protestant Santa TFe. ~The rigures follow:

Hartoum, blank;

Java, 9 persons, Mexicen embloyeu,

Ibis, 5;

Bannock, 5;

Eomex, 6; all lexicen employes of Santa Fe;

Goffs, 85, of which therec are 32 Santa Fe employes, and
$3 other persons;

Piute, bdlenk;

Fenzer, 23, of which 17 are Sante Fe employes:
Zssex, O section men;:

Lrimo, blank;

Dendy, 7 section men;

Siem, 3 section men;

Cadiz, 22, oll Santa Fe employes;

Solo, 4, Sonte Fe emploves;

Amboy, 129, of which 29 are Sonta Fe employes;
Bagdad, 42, of which 29 are Santc Fe employes;
Trojan, none;

Siberia, 4, Sante Fe employes;

Klondike, none;

Ash EHill, none;

Ludlow, 228, of which 46 are Santa Fe employes, and
101 of the T, & T.;

Argos, S, Sante Fe employes;
Pisgeh, none:

Eector, 5, Scnte Fe employes;
Troy, 5, " " "

Newberxy, 43, of which 35 persons are employed by the
Santa Fe, or familles of Santa Fe employes;

MUinreola, &, Sante Fe employes;




Cale, nonec;

Deggett, 116, of which 16 are Santa Te;

Nebo, none.

The "count™ covered only territory between Barstow and
Needles and doés not.show the number of residents in territory
remote Irom the rail line. Most of %he pleces nemed were described
as “ﬁérély side Tracks with a sign giving the neme of the statiom.”
Sanfa Fe employes travel on passes.

Ixhidblt 62, o greph covering train and bus service, shows

the following r2il service:

UNION PACIFIC

Westbound Tnion Pacific trains stop in Barstow only between
Dagegett and San Eernardino.

Sastbound TUnion Pacific train No. 20 stops in Victorville
and &5 U [Llag stop at 0x0 Grande; Unlon RPacifiec train No. 22 hes
a flag stop at Victorville and Oro Grande and Union Pacific train
No. & stops at Berstow only. The Union Pacific operates one
vrain in each direction during the daylight hours, Nos. 19 and 20,
cnd neither make say stops but Barstow beitween the Junction at
Daggett and San Bernerdino. . ,

SaNT5 T2

Westbouné The service consists of seven *rains, four of
which operate at night. 0f *the other three, Nos. 19 and 23
(Crend Canyon Limited) meke one stop at Barstow and No. 21 is a
local leaving Needles at 7:35 A. ., making several flag stopse
8f t?e night trains, No. 9, leeving Needles at 8:55 P. M. is a

QCale

Zestbound The service consists of the same number of trainms,
five of which operate during the night. Train No. 2, leaving Sen
Berrardino at 12:50 P. M. mokes several fleg stops enroute +o
Needles, and No. 24 (Grand Cenyon Limited) carrying sleeping cars
only, 1s cdvertised for through travel and makes & flsg stop at
Cajon and 2 regular stop at Barstow. Of the night trzins, Nos. 8
end 22 do loczl work between Szn Bernerdino and Needles, the
former leaving at 1:45 A, M. and the latter at 12:05 4. M.

After carefully reviewing the entire record in the adove
meatters I can but conclude that while the record shows thet the

service proposed by the two epplicants would prove a convenience,

itc operation is not Jjustified by any recl need, other than an




intermittent one. DProtestants nave shown conclusively that the

territory is served to an exitent that meets evary need excedt that
created by the demands of tourists using the highways, a transient
type of travelef with little or no interest in the territory except -
thet creeted by their own immediate requirements. True, there

appears to be some desire on the part of local residents for addi-
tional service, but 1t does not appear that this desire 13 suffi-

clently extensive to justify the cexrtification of the stage lines,
more particularly the line via Needies, waich parallels the Santa
Fe. applicant Pickwiék 15 alresdy serving under & certificate dll'
voints on Highway|91 east of Yermo. It wants to perform a sexvice
without restriction. Applicant Union Paciflc Stages would
practically parellel this existing Pickwick service, gtarting at
San Bernardino. In addition, Plckwick would install & service on

Eichway 66, serving ell points now served by protestant Santa Fe.

Both stage lines operate interstate, 6 schedules a day, and their

service is based on interstate needs, 2s is that of the Santa Fe
and Union Paciric railroeds. Local traffic iz »practically
nepgligidle, @ large proportion of the residents owning their own
¢afs, and so far as Eighway 66 is concerned, a very considersdle
block (employes 'of the ;ail line) travels, perforce, oﬁ the Sante
Fe. IExhibivs Iintroduced by protestent Sante Fe show a mérked‘
felling off in local traffic over lest year, and testimony teken
in enother proceeding, Applilcation No. 18733, which-m&y prbperly
be considered kere, because it involves a transfer to‘ﬁickwick 6:
& Motor Tramsit Company operating right between San Bernaidiﬁo.and
Qro Grende, and its consolidation with the Pickwick servi;e was to
the effect that while last yeer the service involved was not -
'operating at & loss, it 1s rot now returning cost of operation.

The original decision in this matter felirly describes the
situation 6f the Sante Fe réilroad in this territory. It‘ﬁﬁs not 1\

been shown thet 1t has been remiss in meeting public need in the
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territory it is serving, end the same mzy be sald of the Unlon
Pacific. Nor has it been shown that Rallway Express Agency, Inc.
has feiled to meet all reasonacble demands for service. Whille 1t
mey be urged thet the loss of such local traffic as the rails
now enjoy, %o the stage linez, would not seriously affect their
revenues, tris Cormission, it appears to me, should hesitate in
considering granting authority to competitive lines to enter =
spersely settled field served by carriers egainst whom there has
been no recsonedble complaint except one irnvelving schedules that,
in the light of some demends, are inconvenient, but which, on the
whole, appear to satisfy public convenlience and necessitye

I therefore recommend that Decision No. 23545 be
effirmed.

QRDZIR

4L vehearing having been held in the ebove entitled matterc,

- additione]l evidence teoken end an order of submission mede,

IT IS ERREEY ORDERED thet Decision No. 23545 be and the
seme is hereby affirmed.

The avove Opinion amd Order is hereby approved and
adopted as the Opinion end Order of the Reilrocad Cdmmission of the
State of Californie.

Doted at San Frenmcisco, California, this 442&;3: day

of Januwary, 1932.
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