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Decision No. 2&%i A

BEFORE THZ RAILROAD COMMISSION OF THZ STATE OF CALIFORNIA

In the Matter of the Application

of J.C. Lewis Zor cexrtilicate of

public convenlence and necessity Application No. 17631.
to operate water system at Eettle-

man City, California. '

Claxkx Clement, fLor Lpplicant.
BY TEE COMMISSION:
2 Z9XN

In this proceeding J.C. Lewls applies for a cextificate
or pudlic convenience and necessity to operate a water systex at
Xettlemen City, Xings County, and esks for the estabdblishment of
rates T0 be charged for the service renldered.

A public hearing was held Iin this xatier before Exaniner
Johnson at Kettleman City.

Kettleman City, an unincorporated communlty situated on
the west edge of Tulare lake adjoining the Xettlemarn Eills oll
fields, was sudbdivided in February, 1929, by A. Manford Browm, a
real estate operator. The residents malnly are eaployed in the
Kettlenman Eills oil fields and are entirely dependent for 2 live-
linood upon the extent of activity of the loecal oil industry. The
water systen wes installed and placed 1n operation YWy said Brown
orn or adout July 3, 1229, and to date O charges have ever deen
mede for water service. The source of water supply is a drilled

well 235 feet deep from which the water is pumped dy a direct
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connected, electrically-driven pump into %two 4,500-gallon gal-
vanized iron storage vanks. The distridution systen consists of
some 4,050 feet of 3-inek pipe end £,000 feet of 2-inch pivpe.
There are sixty corsumers belng sexved at present.

Testimony was presented in dbehall ol the applicant o
the effect that the physical properties exelusive of lands had
cost $10,736. This =mount, however, includes property not now
overative and emdbraces cortain Ltems more properly chargeable to
maintenance and operation expense. The used and useful physicel
properties were eppralsed at $8,257 as of November 30, 1931, by

D.E. Harroun and C.F. lMau, engineers for the Comxlssion, on the

basis of estimeted original cost a2nd the corresyondiag deprecie-

tion apnuity set at $173 computed on the sinking fund bescis of
five per cent. The annual operating expeanses for the systenm were
estimated 40 de $1,625, including depreciatioz.

r. Lewis testifled taat he contenmplates increasing the
storage capacity of the system and also the heiéht 02 tke tanks
to produce an increased pressure, rencwing cbout 1,500 Leot of
pipe, »lacing those xmains underground which are now exposed, and
installing meters on all comsumers® premises at such vime in the
future as ke financlally is able. These improvements are very
necessary in oxéer to provide proper sexvice W the community.
The tomn is situated in arn arid, decert region, necessitating a
very high comsumption of water during the monvthe of warm weather.
It therefore is recommended that applicent instell meters as soon
as funds become available in oxder to xeduce waste of water and
provide a method of chargzing for the sexvice in accordance with
the actual use of water. |

No protest was made against the granting of a certificate
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o public convenlence and nececsity nor was there any protest made
against fixing a reasonable rate for the service t0 be rendered.
Az no other public utlility water system is operating in this ter-
ritory, it is in the pudblie interest that such & certificate be
granted. The rate schedule set out in the following Order is based
on *the rates in effect on other systems in the vicinity renderinz &
sinllar class of sexrvice.

Applicant hes obtained an order from the Zoerd of Super—

visors of Xings County granting him permission to lay pipe lines

in end elong the dedicated streets witain Kettlemen City tovnsite

and vicinity, including also the roads end highways throughout the
proposed sexvice ares and has stipulated at the hearing thet neither
he nor his successors or assigns will ever claim, before the Reil-
road Commission or eany other public body, a value £or the above

francalse in excess of the actual cost of securing saue,

Application heving Yeer nmede to the Railroad Commission
as entlitled above, a public hearirg heving been held thereon, the
metter havizg been sutmitted and the Commiscion now being fully aé-
vised in the premises,

The Rallroad Commission of the State of Celifornie hereby
declares that public convenience and necessity reguire that J.C.
Lewis operate a water system for the purpose of supplying weter with-
in the townsite of XKettleman City as such 1sc more perticularly set
out and descrided in the avplication zerein, and

IT IS EEREBY OPDERED that J.C. Lewics be and he is herebdby
authorized axnd directed to Iile with the Reilroad Commission, with-

in twenty (20) deys from the date of this Order, the following retes




ror water delivered vo his consumers in the town of Kettlemen

City and vicinity, Xings County, Califormlia, seald ralos to becone

effective Tor all service rendered subsequent to the 3/ = day

ot S$rr gret , 1932:

Monthly Minimum Charges:

5/8 x 3/4~1nCh MELOrS~mmmamac——an mmmmmm—————————— ————e$2.50
3/4~I0Ch MELeTSmmmmcmm i — e — e ———————— 3.00
l=1inck meters

14=inchk meters-
2=]ln¢h nmeters

Bach of the foregolng "Montaly Minimum Chergesz”
will entitle the consumer w0 the quentity of
water which that monthly minimux charge will pur-
chase at the following ™Montaly Quantity Rates.”

Yonthly Cuantity Rates:

First 500 cubic feet, per 100 cubie
Next 1,000 cubic feet, per 100 cubdblc
Over 1,500 cubie feet, per 100 cubdic

Any consumer is entitled +o metered sexvice

upon application therefor and the utlility
mey meter any and =1l service connections.

FLAT RATES

USES~mmmemcnm e awn= e D L ~~-$2.50 per montia

(o16]o]

IT IS EERERY ¥URTEZR ORDERID that J.C. Lewis be and he
is heredy directed o file with the Railroad Commission, within
thirty (30) days from the dete of this Order, rules and regula-
tions governing his reletions with his consumers, sald rules and

regulations to become effective upon thelr accentance Zor filing




by this Commissiorn.
For 2ll other purposes the effective davte of this Order
shall Ye twenty (20) days from and after the date hereof.

Dated at San Francisco, Californis, this 25 —~ day

ot pprporer ., 19%2.
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