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Decisior Yo. 2544

BETORE THE RAILROAD COMMISSION OF THE STALTE OF CALIFOANIA

verness Improvement tLssociation,
Coxpleinant,
Case To. 27%.

Ve

Inverness vater Works,
irs. Julia S. Zamilton, Ownerx,

Tefendant.
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Izverness Improvement Associsation,
Complainant,
VS. Case Yo. 3094,

Inverness Weter Works,
irs. Juliza S. Eemilton, Owzex,

Defendant.
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Arthur Z. Berendt, for Complainant.
Chickering & Gregory, by S.R. Durking,
for Defexndant.

EY THI COMMISSION:

In thaese procecdings complaint is made by the Invermess
Improvement Association, & non-profis corporatioz, against the
Tates and service rendered by the water system owmed and operated
by Julia S. Zamilton under the nexe and style of Invernmess Wetor
Jorks, st Inverness, lJarin County.

Case No. 2794 wes Ziled Novemder 27, 1929, end <he Conm-




mission rendercd thorein its Declsion No. 22444, dated Moy 17,
1930, 34 C.R.C. 678, requiring defendant anong other things %o
install additional storage faclilitiez and to "zon65 the so-called
mMlesa™ Elstrict. It is contended in Cose Yo. 3094 that defendent
failed to comply with the Commission's declision %o the extent that
vhe storage facilities wero not installed and the Mflesa™ was not
zoned. Complainants allege that 1t is unreasonable to require the
consumers 0 Tay the increased ravtes e¢sitablicshed by the Commission
in 1ts Declsion XWo. 6576, dated Lugucst 16, 1919, 17 C.2.C. 210,
becouse the service Zes been inadeguate, primarily on account of
a ghortage of water : storage and distridu-
tion facilities, and that defendent hes failed “o provide & sup=-
nlementary water supply £rom the so-called Second Talley source
es it agreed %o do during the nroceelings in 1919. Iv 1=
alleged thet large cuantities of mmiter run %0 wrcte throughout the
year in First and Second Valleys and thet, 12 this water were
stored and made availadble to the consuriers, there would be sulli-
ient water for all purposes a2t all times.

Defendent in 14tc answer denies the materiality of the
lssues relsed in conmection witk +the rate »roceedling and alleges
that the Comission's Order in Decision No. 22444 has beon com

plied with; that the inadequate service during the pact seas

been cauzed by excessive cxd wasteful use of water bHy the cole

sumers; that steps have been vtaken To correct thls conmdition which
will result in an adeguate sunpply of water conzumers and
that the so-called Second Velley supply is not necessaxry if the
weter supplied from the present sources is nov deliberstely wastel.
Tor the purpose of obiaiming a full understanding of the

verious matters involved, the Cormissior ordered the reopening of




Cace Ilo. 2794.

Public hearings in thece proceedings were held at In-
verness before Exaniner

The water for ¢ obtained by diversion Zrom
taree small cenyons Iin waat i ko as Tixst Valley and is stored

two sets of tarks Raving a coxzbinmed capeclty ol 40,000 gellons.

The upper storage consists of o siagle 10,000-gallon tank knowe as
the Tinney Tank, izpounding the water Lfor the upner porvion of the
so=called Tiiesa™ arecc. The lower section iz served by three 10,000~

gellon tanks Mnown ac tiae Colby Tanks. The distribution systex

consizts of anproximately 19,000 feet of 2 and 4~iznck zains. Water

is served %o one xundred and ninety consumorzs, of which forty are

ell-yocar or permanent ucers wille the others are suxmer oOr vwoek-end

-~

-

and holliday residents.
n Decizion Yo. 6376, issued Lugust 16, 1919, in Loplica-
tion Yo. 4652, éﬁe Coxmission increaced the rates for the water
vice rcnlered by defendent from twelve dollars %o {ifteen dol-
er vear anéd stated that thizs utility should »rovide culficlent
adecuate pressure and, in gemneral, rerder a highe~class
service. Certain consumers alleged that during the procoedings in
the above rate case delfexndant hed nromised o build a trall through
That L5 xnown as Second Velley in order +hat & pipe line xight bde
installed %0 provide an additional water upply when nececsary, buv
kad falled to 40 so with the result thav the consuxmer:s zave sul-
fered Trom a = > sportage of water cdurlns the past swmer. Toe
Tirst Talley sources did not produce sulficient zunply to xeet 1tk
demands of Vhe consumers, vhereby resulting in cdumage 1o tae gerdens
because of the ncecessity of nlecing draciic restrictions on the use

of water for irrigation nurpoces. The testirmony indicutes that the




insufficlient water suprly also causzeld inconvenience to some of
the consumers in the so-called ™Mesam™ ares and that periods of
inadegquate cervice caused by a chortage in the supply had occurred
during other seasons and could nave ween avoided by briaging iz
the Second Velley source hut that this water was permitted 10 mn
to wasve into Tomaies 2ay. OQOwing to the fact thet an ample and
adegucte supply was 20t nrovided, it iz contended that the rates
reduced to the formexr cherge or twelve dollarc per year
service das not heen improved as promised by the company
end. reguired by tze Commiss Yo otzer date wes presenteld to
DOrt compleinant’s request Ior o in retes.
Defendont showed thzt a bad been conztructed 4into
Second Valley but that eretofore the First Valley sources of sup-
?ly had Zurnished all the water necessary. Owing t0 the unnreco-
denved dry winter and »revious dry sezsons
Valley - supply graduclly decrezced in
spring until ia a2y Lt wes nos
of the concumers. Thereupon an investigation Ly one of the Com-
Rssion’s engineers showed that all of the water was 2ot bein
diverted invo vhe system =nd recommendations were made to make
nyroximately 2,000

Teet of Z-inch o o 0 & er the westeld water irnto

the systen, augzmen only Yy an amount ectimated to be
p

20,000 gallons

exr ¢ water sources c¢oatinued to
decrease as the sumrer nrozressed uwntll 44 became necessary
dractic action in oxder %o nrovide The community with water
donestic and housenold vizes. The Commission authorized the
tinuvance of water for irrigsating purposes Irom July

gust 1l2th and alterwards limited irrigation uce <o filtee




a day from Lugust 12tk to Octover 20th. leters were also instelled
on all consumers having gardens in order 1o conserve thc water and
elininete possidle wasteful usze.
The Commiszsion in its Decision No. 22444, deted

1930, Cese No. 2794, ordereé defendant among otaer things
plens covering the installation of z2dditional storage faclilisies
and % zZone the zo-called ™icsa™ ores. The record shows +het o
new main was instelled from tie Tinney Tank mhich sexves <ho uppexr
portion of tiae ™Mesa" and thet & numder 0r consumers on the "MNese”
That hed compleized of lack 0f pressure from 4he Colby Tanks serve
1ng the lower portion of the "Mesa™ hed been transferred <o the
new main and that other consumers on the "Mesa™ could be connected
2lso I1f necessery. Tals installation was considered by +the defendent
& compliance with <he Cormission's order as “here was some nmisunder-
s3vanding ez t0 what erea the ™Mesa®™ covered. The company did nov
consider additional ztorege facilities necessary as the overflow
from tze Tinney Tank was conveyed +o the lomwer tonks. The record

ghows that, owing to the decrease in the Supply of the Tinmey
Tenx source during the summer, 1t would de imprectical % oextend

tae Tirney sysiem Over the enitire ™lesa® awex &s 1t would resul?t

iz 2 shortage to *hoze comsumers in case enovher dry season shouwld

occur. The testinony for both complairant and defendant agrees
vhat the Tinney sys*em should not he overloaled dbut that cervice
should be restricted %0 the arez and +the nuzmber of consumers that
1t can reasonadly be exnected 40 serve. Representatives o botxa
Parties stated that the instellation of meiers will naterially
in conserving the evailadle zupply and provide e more
uitadble diztridution orf <he water.

Complainant contended %het tze instailstiion of approxie-




mately 2,000 feet of 2-inecz meirn to the 3Jecond Velley source would
provide an additioral 20,000 gallons a day and that with the in-
stallatiorn of snotker 10,000-gzllon tank in the Coldy group, ike
cystenm would have zufficlernt weter supply end storsze for the T
ent and also provide for the future srowih of the system. It w
convended thet the water sum or svorage Taciliviec had not
increased in tae past tzirteen years clthough the cmsixmers nad
inecreased Trom one hundred and six to one hundred =né ninety-Zive
in the interval.

Defendent showed taat, owing to the lnnds of Julls Zkalver
Zemilvon being heavily mortgaged and %0 her long continuous, serious
illness, %the danks holding the morigage had insisted that the lands
in Second Talley earea be deeded %o her daughter, Miss Bertha 3.

Zemilton, and such deed wmas pessed on May L1, 19Z1l. Ac the Secoznd

Valley water has not been dedicated to the public, defendant claims

1% has 2o right to divert
that prior to the present

ell purposes and that with an increased rainfall during the winter,
along with the meters novw installed, there should be sufficicnt
water for all »urpoces without the zdditional water sunply or storage.

sfter carefully comsidering the cvidence subtmitted in cone

nection with these proceedings, 1¢ iz concluded +that the Tinmey sys-
tem should no%t be extended throughout the "lesa™ zrez dut should
serve tae consumers that are affected by the low stage of water in
the Colby Taxnks; that the Coldby storage should be increased at least
by & 10,000~-gallon <ank; taet with the indications of the return of
8t least normal reinfall and <ze installation of meters on all users
aaving gardens, 41t iz zov concidered neceoscary to bring in the Second

Talley supply &t thic +time. Xowever, defendant should Year in nminé
& 4




that it 1s obligated to provide an adequate supply of water for the
community end the fact thet lands formerly owmed by defendant are
now deeded 10 another member of the family should not be serioucly
vrged as 2 reacon for not nroviding tke water 1T 14 becomes neces~
sary. The rfollowing Oxder will provide for dringing in & portion
oL the Second Valley supply if and when 14 becomes necessary as

the testimony cshows 1t can be made availlable within a week's tixme.

Inverness Improvement Lssociation, a corporation, heving
T1led complaint as entitled above in Case No. 2094 and Coase YNo. 27%4
hdaving been reopened dy the Commission for further hearing, nudlic
hearings heving been neld thereon, +the netters having bveen cummitted
and the Coxmission being now fully adviced in the premises,

IT IS EERERY ORDIRED that Julla Shafter Hemilton, wio owns
and operates a water cysten at Inverness, lierin Couxty, under the
fictitious Iirm neme and style of Inverness Vater VWorks, be ané she
1 hereby directed %o file with this Cormission, within thiity (20)
days from the date of thic Order, m»lans for <ae installation of a2t
leest a 10,000-gallon tank at the so-called Coldy group of tanks,
said nlans to be csudJect to the approval of ¢

=T IS EREEY FUARTIER CRDERED thet sald Julie Shafter

Zamilton make necessary provisions sand arrangemenis %o inctell =

»ipe line of at least two inches internazl diemeter in Second Valley

atv sufficlient elevation t0 force the water into the Coldby Tanks
and connect same elther 1o the Colby Tanks or %o tac existing 8is-
Tridution syztem in Second Valley anéd Julia Szafter Szmilton shell

Tile wita thic Commisszion, within ninety ($0) days frox the dete of

-




and arrengements, same to be subject to the wrproval of tals Con-

alssiona %

Dated at Sen Fruncisco, Celiforzie, this AL ™ day

or @LJAMJ// , 1932.
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C&nmiscioners,




