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BEFORE THE RAILROAD COMLSSION OF THE STATE OF CALIFORNIA

E.H. Caléwell,
Complainant,
vS. Case No. 3113.
Julie Conlin, Executrix of

the Estate of Thomas Corlin,
ecensed.

Defendant.
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Dr. H.E. Caléwell, in propria persma
enéd for certair comsunmers.
"Rowzn Hardin, Tor delfendent.
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In this procecding H.Z. Caldwell, a resident of the
Towvn of Columbie, Tuolumne County, Lo himsel? end in behalf of
twenty-one other consumers, complains egainst the water sexvice
rendered bry the Coluxbia Weter System owned by the estele of
Thomas Conlin, deceased, and opereted by Julia Comlin, executrix
of the will of said Thomas Conlin, deceesed.

The compleinant zlleges that the mater system, dam and
reservolir are in an uwnclean and unsanitary condition; that the
water cerved is wnfit for drinking and domestic purposes; that
the cervice rendcred oy defendant iz interrupted for periods of
many hours at a time and that defendant has v»efuced 10 izstell
and maintain service conmections %o the property lines of the

water users. The Cormission iz asked *to require the defendant




to remedy the conditions complained of adbove.

By way of answer dofendant denies that the weter works
are meintained iz an unclean and uzsanitaery condition and alleges
thet the sys+term is Zed dy small springs in the vieinity of Columdbia
which have been insulficlent in yield to properly supply the com-
munity during the summer season, requiring augmentation by pur-
chese oF water Ifrom the Pacific Gas & Zlectiric Company. Defendan?y
admits that at times zervice hes been interrupted duve to the shorte
age of water and +the hilly nature of the territory supplied dut
states that, neveritheless, all consumers have beer given a Ieason-
able quantity of water end that the Columdla Weter Sysvem bes Op=-
ereted for approximately forty years with the understanding thev
all consumers are reguired, at their own expenss, to connect tiae
service lines t0 the ésvablished zeins of the compeny. Defendant
further alleges that the income received from the seventy consumers
served over a widely scattered terrivory is insufficlient t0 werrant
the expense of ie lmprovements necessaly 10 render the class of
service demsnded by the compleirants end Tequests thet the proceed-
ing be dismissed unless ?nd until the Commission flx amd allow such
an increese in rates as would Justily the installetion of more ade-
quate water works facllities.

L public zearing was held in this matter belore Examizer
Johnson at Columbiea.

The evidence zhows that the water works zupplying the
Towa of Columdie originelly were cstablisbed upder the name of

New 2glend Water Compeny in the early mirning deys of California.

AT one time this system supnlied e town with a populatiorn variously

estimeted at from Zifteen to +thirty thousend. LY present the sys-

tem serves but seventy consumers who ere widely scattereld over &




rather large territory. In 1889 one Thomas Conlin acquired the

water works and operated them until the time of his death sbout

two years ago. Sudsequent 0 thls time they have been muraged

by his sister, Miss Julia Conlin, executrix of his estate. Most
of the disvtridution mains were installed in the early days at a
time vhern there wes litile or no orderly arrangement of residences
and dulldings. Pipe limes were run ia & more or less haphazard
mapner over and eacross privete ac well as public vroperty as ex-
vediency seemed %o demend. Consumers instelled their own private
service connections to the mein nipe lines and 2lso to other pri-
vate service pipes as best sulted treir individual convenlexnce,
which practice has resulted in a condition of considerable con-
Tusion. However, in view of ihe present allegeld exhausted finan=-
cial condition of the Conlin estate, it would be wholly futile and
unreagonadble W reguire the complete reduildirg end relocetion of
the present distribution mains to provide all the consumers with
individual service coanections instaelled at the utility’s expense.
In a foew insvances where two Or more consumers are suppiied through
e single =mmall private service pipe, the poor service resulting
theredby may be remedied wvery simply and at little expense by con=-
necting each sexvice pipe &irectly to the distridution main. A
number of such cases exist and defendant shkouvld formulete a defi-
nite progrem calling for the gradual and progressive elimination
of such duplicavte =2nd multiple sexrvice connectlons as soon as such
action may be warranted by the revezuves. In this comnection the
testimony shows that & single smell sexvice pipe supplies both the
property of Dr. Celdwell snd the premises of Mr. Ergelke resulting
in neither of these users being able +o obtain adeguate sexrvice.

This iz the most eggraveted case presenied and tie troudble mey de




eliminated by placing both premises on separate service pipes. This
should be done without delay.

Tte principal source of the weiter supply of +this utility
is obteined rrom two large springs located in wiaat is known as
Vetelot Gulech situated to the east of tbe Towz of Columbie. TWaters
from these springs are collected and transported into a storage
cistern of approximately 40,000 gallons capaceity and locateld at an
elevation above the main part of town. There is e&lso another siorage
cisvtern, adjeacernt and somewhet higher, which formerly was used for
stenddby and rfire protection purposés but hes, however, been allowed
to fell into such a state of disrepeir +thet 1t 1s no longer capeble
of effective use without a consideradle amount of reconsiTuciion.
For e great number of yeers last past the water supply from the
springs has bdeen wholly insulficient to supply the demands oF thé
consumers during a large portion of the yeer and during the pfosent_
sunmer the conmbined yield of the springes hes decreazsed to a flow
of spproximately oxzc¢ niner's inch, or about 16,000 gellons deily.
To augment this supply, during tke summer months the Gefendant Zas
been Torced to purchase weter Ifrom Pecific Gas & Eleciric Company,
¢elivered at the end of sald company's Columbis Diteh suppliecd from
fhe Méfclot Regerveir. Locording to the testimony the Peceific Ges
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& ZBlectric Company sells weter from this &iteh 2elinly Zor agri-

cultural Iirrigavion zurposzes and disclaims eny liability resulting

‘from the use of zuck water for domestic and housenold purnoses.

The weter from the Columdia Diteh iz introduced into defendant's
distribution systen without any attempt whatsoever belng made to
insure its freedom from possible pollution or contamination. Wkhile
there was no proper evidence submitted during this nroceeling shov-

ing thet the waters received from the Columbia Ditch are iz fact




dengerous to health, unsanitery and/or contaminated, nevertheless
the majority of the consumers testified that they believed the
water to de unsafe for human consumpition and accordingly hauled

in from outside sources all water used for drinking and cooking

purposes dui'ing the period the ditech weter was being supplied dy

defendant. In addfition to the complaint as to the potablility and
the safety of the Columbia Ditek supply, testimony indicated that
for several yeers last past during the periods of peak demand
throughout the summer seasons defendant had falled to purchese
sufficfent water from the Pacific Gas & Electric Company to supply
them Witk an adequate ¢uantity for the Iirrigation and sprinkling
oZ lawns, gardens end shrubdery.

The evidence very clearly indicates that the umatreated
dttch water may decome unsafe for domestic use. Water from this
source may be rendered safe for auman éonsump‘.; ion very inexpensive~
1y through treatment by the chlorime process before Lntroduction
into the meins, end It iz therefore advised that no further diteh
water be served to consumers for domestic or household uses unless
such water is first subjected to some reliable system of pre-—
chlorination.

Complainants contend that the intake Tacilities, inckud~
ing the dam and reservoirs, are uncleen and unvwholesone. The testi-
mony shows that swoseqrent to the £iling of this complaint defendent

has cleaned upthe springs and cistern. The dam and reservolir, how~




ever, are not the property of this utility but belong o the
Pecific Ges & Fleetric Company. In this connection 1% should Do
pointed our that a vast improvement in the general guelity and
appearance of the water may be assured for the future through
the periodic and systematic cleaning of all intaXe and storage
Tacilities and the repular flushing or dlowiag out of vhe mains
from.Lire hydrants and at the gates and valves at the low points
Of %the system. The adoption of zuch a program will clear up axd
elininate practicelly all of the interior pipe line deposits
arising Zrom £ilt ené rust, at the seme time preventing the oc-
currence Of unplessent tastes from stagnaent or poorly circulaving
water in dead-ended mains.

It appears thet defendsxt hes no adequate »ules and
regulations governing the distridution of water to the consumers.
Tae standard rules axnd regulations foT weter companies adopted
by this Commission will be of greav assistance iz the future to
botk the utility and the consumers. The Commission will therefore
direct that these rules and regulations be adoprted by the utility
and adhered 0 in its future operations.

Defendent has stated that she iz financially unable ©0
expend any money for gereral improvements €0 the system and un-
willing so %o do unless an increased rate for service rendered be
established by this Commission. The improvements suggested in
this decision are comparatively inexpensive and can be done at
no additional labor costs by the man regularly employed by de—
fendant to look after the syztem. With the return of nozmél rain-

fall conditions, already assured this year, the water sexrvice on

this system undoubtedly will be vastly improved over that remdered

during the past five yeers of drought. In the event that the eox-




izting rete schedule 1s not wnlform end permits of discriminatory

cherges against ceriazin consumers, defendent may +<hez apply to <the

'COmmission, Az the manmer prescribed by law, for a proper reedjust-

ment of the rates to be charged for future water deliveries.
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~ Z.H. Celdwell, et al., having filed a forxal complain?t
egainst the inadequacey of the wa<er sexvice mondered by Julie
Conlin, executrix of the estate of Thomas Corlin, deceased, op-
erating a water systen sunplyizg consumers in and in the'vicinity
ol the Towa of Columdlz, Tuolumpe County, & rudlic hearing having
been held thereon, the matter naeving been submitied and the Com~
mission deing nmow fully advised in tze premises,

IT I HEREEY QRDERED that Julia Conlin, executrix of
the estate of Thomes Conlin, deceased, be and she is hereby or-
dered end directed % rearrange, witain ninety (90) days from <he
date of tis Order, the sorvice connections supplying +the premises
o Dr. Caldwell and Mr. Ingelke 30 that each thereof saall receive
water through a separate pipe having indenendent connection with
“he waver main.

IT IS EERZEEY FURTEER ORDERED thet Julia Conlin, executrix
or the cstete of Thomes Conlin, decessed, 2 and she is heredy
ordercd and directed to file with this Commission, within ninesy
(90) days from the date of this Order, = statoment irn writing show-
ing that she has complied with the terms of the Oréer horein rew
lating Yo the rearrangement of the service conmections as directed
above.

IT IS EXPEZY FURTEER ORDERTD 42at scid Julia Conlin, ex-
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ecutrix of the estate of Thomas Conlizm, deceased, be and shoe is
hereby ordered and directed to file with this Cormicsion, within
tairty (30) deys from the date of +thiz Order, revised rules =mnd
regulationé governing the xeletions wiitk zer consuners, seid

Tules and regulations to become effective upon their acceptance

for Ziling by the Railroad Commission.

o~ ated a%t San Francisco, Celifornia, this .222-{6.&:{
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