Decision No. 2424

BEFORZ TEZ RAILROAD COMMISSION OF THT STATE OF CALIFORNIA.

In the matter of the application

oL Southern Pacific Company for

authority to close the agency at Application No. 17838.
Aromas Station, County of Sen

Benlto, State ol Celifornie. ‘,-. RN 1N n'-\ ﬂ r~ 3

) VL
In the matter of the zapplication i-« Mo \mwd\-u w.xc
oL the Railwey Express Agency,
Inc., for authoxrity to sbandon Application No. 178%59.
Ts agency at Aromas, County of
Sante Cruz, State ot Californie.

. W. Zovbs, for Southern Pacific Company.
J. E. ZXane, for Rallway Express Agency, Inc.
WyckoZf, Gardner & Parker, for Protesvtants.
BY TS COMLISSION:
OPINION

These applications'are of +the Southern Pacific Compeny
and Railway IZxpress Ageney, Inc., resrectfully, seeking authority
To abandon their agencies at Aromes, lMonterey County (erroneously
stated 4in the epplication of Southera Pacific Comparny as San
Benito County anmd in the epplication of the Railway Zxpress
Lseney, Ine., as ta Cruz Counwy).

A public hearing was conducted by Examiner Jornsor a%
Watsonville on Jamuwary 29th, 1932, at vhich time evidence was
taken and the matter subnivted.

Aromas 1s located on the main line of the Southern
Pacific Coxpany's Cozst Division aporoximately midway between
Vatsonville Junction and Sargeat. Trhe population is estimated

to ve approximately 30C permanent residents. It is practically

surrounded by en agricultural distriét devoted to truck farming,
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and deciduous fruits. There is & large sand and gravel plent
located at Logan in the Canyon about one mile <o the zorth of
Aromes. The nearest existing agency stations to Aromas are
Vatsonville Junction, 5.8 miles to +the east, and Sargent, 7.5
niles to the west.

The commurities of Nege, 2.5 miles east, and Logan,
1.4 (Granite Rock Company), Chittenden, 2.7, a2d Betadbel, 5.6
:iles west, are cll located on +ae railroed, but o not have the
service of & local agent availedble, &nd as a result meke use, W0
e large extent, of the Aromas Agéncy, with the exception of
Logexn, whereAa clgrk is employed joirntly by railroad and Granive
Rock Company, who attends to the billing of carload shipments.
originating at logan. The accouﬁting for vthe business at
Logen is performed by the Aromas Agent.

The carrier presented an oxhidit showing a comparative
statement 0f business handled at Aromas Ior the two-year period

ending December 3lst,

Revenue :
Year ending : Year ending:
Dec,31,19%0 : Dec.31,1931:

LX)

% B0

Items

Dasserger Ticket, $ 34S. T 323.
1k end Cream, 34. 48.
Less than carload IFreight Received :

end forwarded, ' 1,078, 1,224,
Carloads Received and TForwarded, - 1,448, 7,950.

‘Total Revenue, £2,905. £9,545.

Durirg the year enfing Tecember 3lst, 1931, there were
115 carloeds of freipght received at Aromes, ol whick 104 cars
were roéd uilding material comsigned to the Highway Department.
The remaining 11 carloads wore box shooks, fertilizer, honey and

merchandise. During the sume period there were 11 carloads

rorwarded, zll of which excent one were apples amd apricots. A4AY

the rearing applicant proposed to arrange to store the less-then-




carload shipments in the warehouse under lock anéd key and sypoinv
a custodian of the key.

T™e recorés of the Railway Expfess Ageney, Inc.; skow o
total revenue for chipmente to and Ifrom Aromas Zor the twelve
nonths ending December 3ls%t, 1931, to de 31,855.67. The commis—
sion paid to the station agent on this dusiness amounted to $185.52.
In addition, the station agent handled 277 Western.ﬁnioﬁ meséages
and 70 pleces of bvaggage during the year. The records show that
the total reilroad station expense %40 Southern Pacific éompany
Auring the year ending Decemder 3lst, 1931, emounted to $1,97S.,
the principel item being the agent's szlary, or an average of
2164.50 per month.

Some nine vl tnesses appeared as protestants o thé
grenting of this application, contendinz for the retention of the
agency. It sppears thet the most serious complaints were
directed to %he fact that if the application is granted the
patrons will be deprived of the service of notifying shippers of
the arrival end storing of less-than~-carload shipments. It was

also contended that it would be an inconvenlence o secure a key

from a custodlar, as well ac the handling of cerlotd shipments

through the agent at Tatsonville Junction and Sargent, zné also
require the meeting of passenger trains in order to +transact
express bus?ness.

The wecord in this case is similer %o that iz many
abapdonment cases berére the Coxmission in recent years and is
without Goubt the result of the increased use of the private
automobile ané coxmercial truck operatioz oan vthe hilghways in
compevition with the rail lize. This was evidenced by the
téstimony of a number of the protestants. The recoré shows
the total reéenue ~eccived from less~then-carload shipmernts

and the agency passenger dbusiness Iis materially lesc than the
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station expenses, without any allowance for cost of tiansportation,
station expenses at The other end and sgpervision costs. It Qoes
20t appear that %the removel of the agent would result in eny
hardship 1o the passengers now using the line, 235 tickets will de
z0ld by conductors on the wTraizns.

. On the other hand, the Commission must comsider the
fact that the carrier has held out tw serve this territory Lor
meny years. Aromas is the center for 2 number of smell cormuni-
ties and iz the only agency station at present serving the
district. Arter corefully considering the reocord in this pro-
ceeding, 1t is concluded that the application of the carriers
should not be granted as zpplield for.

' A study of the record shows that nearly 75 pexr cent of
the reilrozd anéd express reévenue Over a year's period‘is received

 &uring the six months' periold from May to Octoder, inclusive,
It therefore appears that an arrangement could be worked out
whereby ax agency would be maintained for the sixz months® pexriod
from May o October, imclusive, each year and closed during toe
remainder of the time, provided that during the period when the
agency was closed a careteker would be avallable 0 store the
less-than-carload shipments in the company warehouse under lock
and key. e ceretaker should also be provided with necessaXxy
supplies for the convenience of shippers axnd shbuld be able t0o
comrmnicate with the nearest agency without expemse to shippers.

An order will accordingly be entered denying these

applications and 1t may de understood thet the Commission will

entertein dpplications along the line suggested adove.

Public hearing having been held, the matter belng

ready and under submission, therelfore
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IT IS HEFEBY ORDERED that the above entitled applic?.zions
of Southern Pé.ciric Compeny and Railway Express Angency, Inc.,
respecvively, be denied without prejudice. ‘

_, Dated at Sen Frameisco, Celifornia, this 27 ){ day
ot /////44/////1/ ,y L932.
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