Declision No.

BEFORE TEE RAILROAD COMMTISSION OF TEE STATE OF CALIFOZNIA

In the lMatter of the Application of

Zrrnest F. Bent, operating under the

Lictitious name of Imperial Cities Application No. 17727.
Water Company, for a cexrtificate of :

public convenience and necessity.

H.T. Cory, for &pplicantﬁag79§373n:\"j¢ag T
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BY TEE COMMISSION: 3 IS SURNORDY UL AR S

In this proceeding Zrnest F. Bent, operating wnder the
Tictitlous Zirm name end style of Imperisl Cities Water Company,
asks the Commission for a certificate of public convenience and
necessity to operate a pudlic utility water system to supply water
for domestic purposes in wholesale guantities 1o the systems serv-
ing the communities and zmunicipalities of Ebltvillé, Calexico,
Jever, EL Centro, Imperial and Brawley, which are ell in Imperial
County.

The application alleges that the above rentioned come
munities now obtain water from tihe Imperial Irmigation District
through its diteh system eand that the wter so delivered at times
Tequires de-cilting before it may de used conveniently for house-
nold purposes. It is proposed to develop a supply of weter from
wells enéd deliver 1t to the various communities in wholesale
quantities, after which the water can be distriduted to the users
through the existing fecilities.
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A public hearing was held in this proceeding at El
Centro before Examiner Joknson.

Xr. E.T. Coxy, & consulting engineer representing ap-
plicent, testified that the communities mentiohed in the epplice=-

tion and also the town of MNexicall, which 13 in Mexico just across

the boxder from Calexico, are ell supplied with water by the Ime

periel Irrigation District through its diteh system, which was
designed as an egricultural irrigation project; that this water
is obtained by diversion from the Colorado River and that the
water which he proposes to furnish will be of superior quelity
and will eliminate the present ratler expensive costs for de~
zilting the diteh water. 1. Coxy Turther te;tiried thet, 1T

e certirficate of public convenience and necessity is granted, ap-
plicant proposes to form a corporation and exnter into contracts
with the various municipalities for the furnishing and delivery
of well water in any quantities desired; that this water will

be distriduted to the users through the locel existing raci;ities
end hat e known well field is svailsble where sufficient water
cen be developed to supply the present aﬁd #uture peeds of all

of the commnnitieé mentioned at a reasonable rate. It 15 pro-
posed 0 install transmission facilities To convey a supply 6:
twenty-five million gallons of water dally, estimated %o be

twiceo the present reguirements of the communities 0 be served.
Production facilities to0 meet the demands for water will de in-
stalled and transportation will be dy condult from the wells to




Brawley about fifty-Lfour niles in total distence. The ¢ost of

the completed project will de approximately one million dollars

' ($1,000,000).

¥r. . J. Best, a supervisor of Imperial County,
testified that there is an urgent demend for a higher quality of
water in the communities that applicant proposes to supply axd
there is no known objection on the part of the public to the
projeét. Ee further stated that the project is g Lfeasidle c¢me
provided the communities will take the water and that no doubdt
proper arrangements can dbe made if and when the final proposal
is precented to the Qarious cormunities and & proper showing
mede that the project will be carried to completion.

The evidence shows that no detalled studies or plans
have beer made of the facilities and structures required emd no
test welle have been driven in the proposed well field. However,
an investigetion has been msde OF other wells in the vicinity
whick indicetes that water will be found in the quantities 1t is
estimeted will de required %o meet the present and future demands
of the ares to be supplied. No fLinancial bdacking hes as yo1 been
provided nor a franchise odtained from the county autkorities for
pernission o instell transmission facilities in the pudblic high-
ways. Applicant steted that a certilficate of pudlic convenience
end necessity is &esired in order to enable the company TO ne-
gotiate witkh the communities %0 be supplied with water.

No objection wes made at the hearing to the grenting of




& certificate and no other utility or agency is supplying or oflfer-~
ing to supply at tais time the service préposed by applicant. How=
ever, as the proposed project is still in = promotional stage, it
is considered advisable at this time to issue only az oxder Pré-
liminary to the grenting of a certiriéate o public convenience and
ﬁecessity in oxder %o give applicant an opportunity to proceed with
the project. I a satisfactory showing cen be made at a later date
that applicant is in a position to finance and coastruct the Prod-
ect, a cervtificate of public convenience end necessity will then

be issued by this Commission uwpon proper applicetion therefor.

Zrnest F. Bexnt, operating under the fictitious firm neme
and style of Imperlel Cities Weter Company, having made epplica~
tioz as entitled ebove, a pudlic hearing having been held thereon,

the matter having beer subdbmitted end the Commission Yeing now fully
advised in the premises,

It is hemedby declared that the Railroed Cormission of
the State of Celifornia will hereafter issue, upon proper applica-~
tion therefor by Ernest F. Bent, operating under the fictitious
firn neme and style of Imperial Cities Water Company, and upon
proper spowing by sald Zrnest F. Bent of a legal operstive fran-
chise from the county authorities end agreements or contracts with
the communities sought to be served providing for the purchase of
water in wholesale cuanitities es contemplated in the application,
& certificate ol pudlic convenrience ané necessity upon such terms

and conditions as this Commission may desigrate covering seid ap-




plicant*s proposed water utility operstions.
The authority herein granted szall de effective only
Tor o period of six (6) months from and after the date of this

Order.

For all other purnoses the effective date 02 this Order

shall be twenty (20) days from and after the date hereor.
Dated et Ser Framcisco, California, this Z.Z7%  dey

of 7774%«% , 1932,

Commi/ssioners.




