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') /'. ~ II ~. Decision NO. ___ ·_·~~.~v~~~<._._, ___ • 

In the m.::.tter of the Application o'!' 
~AC!nC COAST P.J .. i'i,7t"A'! CO:t.?.w.-."Y, a 
co=porat10n, ~or per.:iss10n toelose 
~he Agencies of' ~1po~o,.Orentt and 
~O$ O~1vo$, Cal1!ornia. 

!n the :::le.tter or the Appllcation or ) 
the RAII.;7AY Z:CPRESS.A.GZNC!' , INC., ) 
tor author1~y to abandon its agency ) 
at Ni::,:>omo, COunty or Sa:. Luis Ob1spo, ) 
State of' Cal1tornie. ) 

In the ::latter of the app11eatio~' ,o~ 
the RUI.WAY ~S Acz.~'?'..,'*"!, INC., 
tor author1 ty to abandon its agency 
at Orentt, Se.nta Be:'be.re. Cou::rty, 
Ste. te ot Cal j,t:orDia. 

In the ~tter 0-:: the e.l>plicat1on,' ot 
the. ,R1JJ.,TJJ 'EX?RES$ A~r:r, INC., 
tor.author1 ty. to a'be.ndon its age:::.cy" 
at Los 011 vos, Se.::lta Ear,bara. COunty, 
State ot Cal1tor~. 

) , 
I 
) 
) , 
I 

-------------------------------) 

Application No. 17781. 

Application No. 17813. 

Appl1cation No. 17814. 

:8:. c. ·Orundell. tor Appliea:lt, 

BY Tm: CO:.caSSION: 

?ac1t1c Coast Railway Co~any. 
R. S. nliott tor Applicant, . 

. P.a11way Express' Agency, Inc. 
Edson .Abel tor San LU1s Ob1s:?o COunty 

Fe.r.r: Bureau.. 

OPINION ---- .......... -

?aci:t:1c COast Ee.11way Compe.ny on Oc~ber 26, 1931, 

tiled Application No. l774l, re~uesting auth>r1ty to discontinue 
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o.::.d c~ose its agencies at ·~!:tpo=o~ Sw:l Lt:!.s Obispo CountY",. e.J:l4. 

Orcutt and !.os OlivOs,. Sa:.te Ea="oare:. County, Ce.11torn1e.. Subse-

quently, Ra1lwe.y :::xpress Ag~ne:r, I::.c.,. tiled three separe.te a;>pl1-

cations, ~pplicat1ons Nos. 17781~ 17813, and 17814,. to discontinue 

its agencies at these th--ee stations. 

Public heer1ng~ were hel~ on these ~p11eations b7 

Exe.m.1!ler Ae:m.e~ at Sen !"uis Ob1~ on Z''o.:l.ua...''7 13, 1932, and at 

Santa !1:e.r1.a on J'e.nua.-:r 14~ ~9z.2. At the tirst hee.nng the tour 

~,l1eat1ons were consolidated ~or hearing a~ decision. 

Pac1!'1e Coast ?..e.llwe.y Company operates a n.~n:'OW gauge 

railroad. extending ~m ?ort Sen Ld.s. through San Luis ObispO and 

Santa Uar18, to !.os Olivos" Se.nta Barbere. County" a d1$ta:lee or 

76 miles. In a~d1t1on it operates several short branches. The 

agencies which the Com.,e.:1.7 des'1:es to close,. together W1 th their 

loeat1on in relation to other agenCies in the V1c1n1~, are sho~ 

in tabttlar torm. a:s '!'ollows: 

Station names under11ne~ are those it is proposed to 

close: 

Y~le Post' 

25.5 

41.7 
48.0 -
63.8 

7S.~ 

Agency Ste. t10ns 

.A:J:royo Grande 

N!?OUO 

ORC'OT"r 

Los Al3lllOs 

!.OS OLIVOS 

Di::taneo 
Between 

9.2 miles 

7 mnes 

0.3 m:Ues 

15.8 ::t1le~ 

l2.3 miles 

These stations are alJ. located. in 0. t'a.""::11ng country, 
th.e pri:::l.c1pe.l COII!!llOdi ties sh1:ppe~ be1!1.g grain, beans, green :t>etl.S, 
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vegetables and dA1.-y prol!uets. ?omer~y, considerable oil WD.S 

sh1,ped. trom this v.1.c1n1 t:r but at the present time the oil 

indUstry 1n this. loeali ty is not opera t1ng extensi vel,-. 

A.t the hee..-ing ap?lieant presented exh1b1ts shO'fli-ng 

the amount ot business revenues received and expenses at the 

three stations it e.es1res to el.ose 'tor the yetJ:rs ending Oetobor 

3l, 193O, eItd 1931. Some ot the ~gtU"es e.p:pea.-1ng on these 

exhibits are shown in the ~o~ow1ng table: 

:·----------------~:~----~N~1~==~----~:~----~O:e=="~t.t~----~:--~Lo~c~on~~1~vo==a----~: 
:'Yoc:r ~(l.e<L:yoe:r E!ld.04:Yoa:- ;E::J.<104.:xocr EIld04.:'Yeor ~c!Od:'Yoo.:r Zlldod : . -: : Oet. 3l. : Oct. 3l. : Oct. 3l. : Oct. 3l. : Oct. 31 : Oct. Zl. .. .. 

:. ________________ ~: __ ~~~30~ __ ·~. __ ~~9~31~~: ___ 1.9~ZO ____ : __ ~1~9~Zl~~: __ ~~~~~ __ : ___ 1~9~3l~ ___ : 

Stdt10n Data: 
~:' w~~ill.!t :lB.do, 95 
~ ]'re1ght 131lls 

=ado, 31..5 
. Wo~m 'Onion ilo5.sagO:S* 6S 

*I:l.cludoe o~ ~d So:row 

:F::'e1p;h't Forwarded & 
Roee1'7ed: 
ca:l~ - earz, 
Cc.rload Rovenuo7 
I..C.I. •. (tou:s), 
I..C.I.. Rove::ra.o 1 

~ 
~,Z67.lZ 

175 
~S7.7Z 

Pa$a~ & Rove::me:s: 
.Ag0'tJ.ey' :aoeord.z -
P~or=~ 1.3 

J.gerz..t::1' Rec ord:s -
ROVe:m05, . ~.eo 

TauL RZVm'OE, ~, 9Zl.~ 

Total S~t1on ~(), -

19 

'167 
797 

~ 
$2,944--'2 

50Z 
$8l0.33o 

e 8 

ll.O 

l.OO 
~,443.69 

262 
$l,~.12 

~ 
~,59S.M 

234-
$l,uo~ 

A,:p11cant ~so presente~ a s~tCI:1ent shon:cg the o,ere.~1:l.g 

revenue~ e.nd. ex,enses o'! 1 ts =a.11way system tor the. :r~s 1927 to 

1931, trom w:bich 1 t o,l'l'ee:s t~t the roed he.s 'been opere.te~ :It eo 
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lo:::s <!ur1:J.g the years 1930 and. 1931, =ek1ng ~ p=ot1 t in the 

yee:s 1928 and 1929 •. During the yea::: 1927 o:;>erat1o:c.s also =esulted 

in a l-oss. The totals trot!. tll1s statement a:::e as tollows: 

.Jan. to 1\ov. 
!lle~us1ve 

~. 1928 ~929 1930 1931 -
Net operating protit, $12,328. $7,287. - -
Net operating loss~ $37~359. $18,427. $50,858. 

It appears that the operations or 'this eonpany are to a 

eertain extent paralleled by 'the t=uck operations of Valley & Co~st 

T:-'e.ns1 t Cotp.a.:c.Y', whl ell is ow:.ed in part by the owners ot t!le Pacific 

Coast Ra.ilway CoIipallY. The rdl.roed. ecmp=y al.se opertltes we..-e-

houses at the various stations along this line and an associated 

eo::l.'p'any, the Pac1t'1e Coes~ Coal Co:r:;>any, maintains lumber and tuel 

:rc:d.s at several points. It hes been the prc.ctice '!or the agent at 

some ot its statio~ to also aet as the werehouse agent and as the 

representative ot the Coal Compe..uy. As an ex.emple, the age.t:tt at 

the N1po~ Station, in addition to his d~t1es az agent, is 1n 

charge or the warehouse, acts as 'the re:presentat1ve 0-: the Coal 

Company, ~es care o'! pump~ o~ water tor looomotive use and is 

employed tor hal~ a. dAy as a olerk at the o~ice or the cO:Prul7 in 

santa Marta. His salary o~ $l35. a m.onth is a,portioned. ae tellows: 

AS r~~lroad agent ~t N1po:o, •••••••••••••• $37.S0 per ~nth 
As aes1ete.nt to Santa 1r.ar1e. railroad ege:c.t, 30.00" " 
A.5. ptCllJ?er.)... •.• ••• • • •• •• • • • • • •• • • • • ••• ••• 3l.5O tt " 

As warehouse agent,...................... 22.50 ~ " 
As representative ot the Coal CompanY',..... 13.50" " 

$l3S.00 

?rom. e.:l exemine. tiol:. ot the testimony ~ we. are convinced 

t!l.e.t the e.mount or t1:I.e th1s em::?loyee spends as agent tor the Co~=.:ly 
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at Nipomo is :lot ~ro~ort.10nate to the amount o'! h1s se.l.tl.."'7 which 

is charged tor this service. It also appear3 that a similar eO::1-

d1~ion prevails a~ Orcutt and Los Olivos, only at these pOints 

~ile agent's time is not so diversely distributed.. 

~ith turther respect to the ase~t at ~pomo, the e7~bit 

states that the &tat1on expense !or the year ending Oe~ber Zl~ 

1931, was $874.29, or an average 0: $72.89 per ~nth. It appears, 

however, that the amo~t or the sala.~ 0: the jOint employee at 

Nipomo, which is now allocated to the railroad. is but $37.50 and 

that during the cu...-re:.t yea:: the station expense at Nipomo will "oe 

considerably less the.n. sbo'ml on the exhibit, probe.1>ly not 1!l excess 

ot: $500.00. 

The application ~es protested by ra.~ers and reside:lts 

ot the co~ty, particularly at 'Ni?omo. The Ca11!"or:c.ie Far.m 

Bureau made considerable 0"r>ject10n to the clostng or this egeney 

ruld supported 1."t:s ease by testi::lony o! e. nu:nber 0'£ shippers. 

There is also opposition to the closing 0: the warehouses 

during certa.in seasons 0: the 7ee::: and a:c. exe:nination ot the record. 

indicates that the shi~~ers make more use o~ the emp~oyee in co~ee

t10n wi th his 7."arehouse d.uties than they do in his eapaci ty a~ an 

agent ot the railroad. 

The warehouse business o! the a~p~1cant 1s be~ o,erate~ 

e.t a pro:1 t and we are o! the opi:lion tMl.t it the proper alloeatio:l 

ot the agent's salary et ~ipo~o, Los OliVOS, an~ Orcutt 1~ made, 

the s ta t1011 expense would. be :::!lD. terlally :-educed. ~o::l. the t1gures 

sbovr:c. OI:. th.e exh1bi ts. 

At'ter conz1der1ng ell the evidence ill thi:; proceeding, 

the Co~ss10n is ot the opinio:l that the ep~11eat10::l should be 
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denied.. 

Agency, I~c., to diseo~t1nue it~ agencies a~ ~1pomo, Orcutt 

and Los Olivos depend entirely o~ the ae~ion taken o~ the 

":71ll also be denied. 

ORDER 
----~ 

. . . ;:t~.~ .. .. i/' ... 
-cation No. ~774! =e~uest1ng ~uthority to e1$co~t1nue ~d 

clo S6 1 ts agency at N1::?o::.o, San Iou!. s O"bispo County, and 

Orcutt and Los OliVOS, Se.nte. Berba.:-e. Cour.ty, Cal1torn1e.; 

COmmission that the ~bove n~bercd ~,~lie~t~on shoUld be 

den1ed. 

IT IS ~q~BY CRD~ t~t the cbove nu:bered 

application be d.enied. 

RaUway :zxp:-ess AgencY', I::.c., havi::.g :='11ed .:o.p:;;>11-

cations Nos. 17781, ~7813 end l7814 ~ abandon its agencies 

at Kipo:o, Orcutt and ~os Olivos, respectively, ~~d it 

IT IS E:E3EBY FORT:s::::R OP.D:E:RE:D that the o.bo'V'o nu::.be:::ed 
applications be denied. 

-~ 
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The ettective de'te ot this order sho.ll be twentj 

(20) days tr~ the date hereot. 

Dated at Sa!l. Fre.:lcisco, Ce.l1 torn.la , th1z 7.4 
day of I1;1fCZ1YL , 1932. 


