Decision No. 24007

BEFORE TEE RAILROAD COMYISSION OF TEE STATE OF CALTIFORNI

TWelfare League of Camp Meeker,
Complainent,
VSe Case No. 31085.

F.E. Yeeker (sole femme) and
Julia E. Meeker,

Delerdents.

LNEPY L VL NP L L L NS VOV L L S L e S

In the matter of the epplication of
Zrfie M. Meeker and Julia E. Keeker,
owners of CANP MEEKER VWATER SYSTEM,

Lor an oxder of the Commission estab-
lishing a schedule of increased flet
Tates and metered rates £or the service
of water to the consumers of Canp Meelex,
Sonoma Couwnty, California.

Application XNo. 17952.
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Grifrith R. Willieme and Alen C. Van Fleet,

Lor Welfare League of Canmp Meeker, complainant.
Alen C. Van Fleet, for St. Dorothy's Rest,
conpleinent. -

Meurice Swim, for Mary L. Zallinger end

Charles Boek, complainaxts.

W.E. Wescoatt, for defendents.

BY T35 COMVISSION:
OCPINION

Thais 1s a complaint made by a lerge number of comnsumers
of the Camp Meeker Water System that for the past several years
the water supply and service rendered has been exntirely inadequate

Tor <vhelir needs and requirements and ez s result unsanitary anéd us-

heclthful corditicns exist. The Commission therefore is requested
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to investigate the service corditioms or this system and reguire
the defendants to Lmmediately sugment and improve 1ts existing
water sources, both for present axndé future use and development
and for such further and other reliefl as may de meet and propers

In Applicetion Xo. 17952, as entitled zbove, Effie M.
Yeeker end Julis E. Meeker, owners of the Camp Meeker Water Syse
tem, an unincorporate;i pudlic utility, meke zpplication to the
Commission for increased rates.

The applicetion alleges tiat the gross reveanues from
the present Ilat rates charged have in the pest been entirely
inadeguate 4o enable applicants to properly operate and maintein
their system, make the necessery renewals and improvements an'd
provide good service, and that henceforth improved operating
methods and practices will be Introduced under the direction of
2 competent superintendernt, which will increacse considerably the
naintenance expenses. Twierefore, the request 1s nade for an
order of the Commission grenting on increased schedule of flat
and metered rates.

Public hearings on Case Ko. 3105 were held at Cexmp
Yecker before E:ca:ﬁiner tterwhite on November 17, 1931, Decem=
ver 17, 1931, and February 2, 1932, and jointly with Application
No. 17952 at San Francisco on Februaxy 25, 1932. It was stipu-
lated by and between all Interested parties that the evidence
subnitted in these two matters de combined for hearing and de-
¢ci=ion.

The original plant of this utility was ms*;alied about
1900, with certain springs as the cource of supply to provide the

necessary domestic water £or the original summer-resort subdi-

vision at Camp Meeker. 2Progressively, Zrom 1901 %o 1911, adjoin-
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ing lends were suddivided and, as houszes were duilt and service

of water reguired, the distridution pipe maims, practically all
3/4=-ineh apd l-inch in diemeter, were extended apd other small
springs were developed with eppurtensnt tank storsge. The zarea
served is located along what is imown as Duteh Bill Creek and on
the hillsides or each slde of this guleh, approximetely midwey
between Monte Rio and Occidentel, in Sonome Comty. The watexr
system es at present has thirteen different spring sources lo~
cated At elevations Irom 146 feet to S10 feet, <the majority of
the services being betweer the 100 end 250-Toot levels. The
transmission pipe mains from the springs to-the tank total 13,760
ineel feet and the distridbution mains 35,090 lineal Zee%, renging
from two Iinches to three-quarters of an imeh in &lameter, 25,310
feet of which, however, are of three-guarter-inch pipe. The water
is delivered by grevity or & flat rete besis. Service connections
have beer instelleld for 356 houses, there heving been 325 a;tive
consuwmers fn 1931.

The evidence shows that 2or several year;.last past the
weter service and pressures provideld in various sections of the
aeres served have been very poor and extirely inadequete for the
needs of the consumers, particularly during the periods of peak
demend during the summer months. These unsetisfactory sexvice
conditions are &ue meinly to the insufficient delivery capecity
of the distribution pipe neins and elso by reason of the partiel
developmen<t only of certein springs. For merny yeers %he operations
of this weter system have deexr conducteld in en inelrficient anner,
without capadle and experienced supervision and menagement azd
with no efforts to carry on the mecessery work of maxing repairs,
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replacements and enlargements oF the system to provide proper and
edequate service.

& fleld irvestigetion of the operations of this utility,
together with an inspection of the physical properties, was made
recently by E.A. Noble, oze of the Commission®s hydraulic engineers,
and his report and detailed appraisal show & total of £13,417 for
the estimated original cost of the physical properties; exclusive
of lands and rights of wey, and a depreclation ammuity of 5282 as
computed by the five per cent sinking fund method. Nr. E.R. Rodbins,
one of the Commission's land appraisers, submitted a total of £3,438
for the preszent value of the various lexds reserved for the springs
and tank sites and $250 for certain pipe line »ights of way. No

appralsal of these properties was submlited Dy or in dehall of an~

plicants, the report and sppralzements of vhe Commission's engineers

being accepted without protest.
The yearly maintenance and operation expenses and revenues
of tais utility for the past three years, as compiled from “he anw

nvel reports filed with the Commission, are as Lollows:

I%ems 1928 1929 1930

Meintenance & Operation ZExpenses:

Labor and Repairs T0 Systen $ 258.95 § 597.25 & 409.62
Secretary’s Salary and Q2fice
Expense 300,00 400.00 200.00
Taxes 500.00 500.00 500.00

- Other Xxpenses - - 40.00

Totals $1,058495 £1,497.25 $1,149.62

Revenues from Water Sales: £1,090.00 $£1,077.50 81,182.62

The enalysis submitted of the adove operating expenses




shows that the item of 3500 for %axes includes charges lncurred
for applicents' vprivete realty holldings and that the portion
properly chargeable to the utility's operations should hewve deen
not in excess of eighty dollars snnuslly. However, the correction
for this tax item is largely offset by the omission 6: any clearge
for depreciation. It appears that the revenues obtained from the
Llat rates at present in elfect have averspeld for these years
about $1,100 and have approximately egueled the operating expenses
incurred, exclusive of depreclation, and it should also be noted
that the only calaxy item Iincluded in the above expenses was 2or

the zervices of the sec¢retary.

The Commission’s engineer submitted an estimate of

$2,488 as a reasonsble allowence £o0r the ennual meintenance and
operation expenses, exclusive of depreciation, for future opora-
vion orzthis systen, taking iato consideration the lncreased ex~
penditures recuired to give efficient supervision and Iimproved
service. LA careful considexation of %the evidexce shows that the
above smoun®t is fair and reasonable.

The gross annual Tevenues 2or the year 1930 amounfed té
$1,182, the highest of the above three-year period. It iz evident
thét applicants are envtitled to an increase in rates 12 the past
ursatisfectory sexvice is o be properly izproved.

| Trom an analysis of the evidence presentedAin connection
with the presezt inefficient operating methods end service condi-
tions existing on this system, it is apparent that the present
plant is wholly of lnadequate capacity, especilally as to pipe meins,
to provide proper amd sufficient service to consumers practicalxy“‘",
the entire summer season. It is absolutely necessary that steps

e taken immediately 1o rehedilitate end generally enlarge the de-
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livery capacity of the pipe lines end *that such improvement work,
together with the operation and gezersl upkeep of the system, in
the':uture should be performed under the resporsible charge and

irection of a competent superintenden<.

The schedule of increased rates esteblished in the rol-

lowing Order has been desigred to produce sulficient revenuwes 1o
properly conduct the affairs of this utilicty under improveld Op~
rating méthods, together with a2 reasonable Invorest return on

the cost of the properties devoted to the pudbliic use. These rates
are to become effective Zor 1932 with the definite understanding
that the work of installing the necessary improvements on the sys-—
tem will be underteken and carried out by the epplicants strictly
in accordeance with the Order extereld herein.

The existing schedule of retes has been Iin effect on this
system for & great number of years and provides for charges ranging
from three dollars ($3.00) to Live dollars end Zifty cents (55.50)
per year, the aversge being less tkan fowr dollars ($4.00) per con-
suner per year. No rezl efforts were ever made by tie utility to exn-
Torce collection of these rates which has resulted in a large propor-
tion of the consumers belirg delincguent in the peyrent orvtheir weter
bills for several years. DPracticelly all the consumers have agreed
and are willing % pay & Zeir and resconable chargé Zor water service
provided the utility will 1m§rove its facllities and render en ele~
quate water service at saitisfactory pressures. The utilitly expressed
its wiiiingness t0 maXe the necesseary Improvements end to place
en experienced oparator‘in charge of the system 12 1%t is grented
e rate which will produce sufficient returns to werrant the zeces-
saxy ezpenditure§. Urnder these circumstances, 1t 1s dellieveld

that the following schedule of rates will prove just anéd ressonedble
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10 consumers and utility allkxe.
QRDER

The Welfare League of Camp Meeker, an association of con-
sumers, heving filed the complaint as entitled above aznd ZLfie M.
Yeekor and Julla E. Meeker, owers of Cexmp Meeker zhtef Systen,
having made applicetion to the Commission for an orxrder authorizing
an increase in thelir rates, public kheearings having been held in
thece proceedings and the evidence combdined for the purpoze of
thls decision, the matters hevirng been csubmitted and the Commission
being now fully advised in the prenmiczes,

It iz heredy fouvnd as a fact thet the present rates of
BLfle M. Meeker exd Julla E. Mecker, owners of Cemp Meeker Watiter
System, in szo far as they differ from the rates lherein establiéhed,
are wjust and wareasonadble for alequate and proper water service
and thet tae rates herein esteblished are just and reasonedle Tetes
Yo be charged for wmter deliversd to consumers Lor edequete and
Droper service; andé

It iz heredy furtier found as a fect that the service

rendered on sald Coamp Neeker Water Systexz hes beer inadequate, ine

sufficient and unsetisfactory snd thet certein replecements azd ez
rgexents of tke distridutiorn pipe malizns and further development
of the spring sources of supply and Iimprovezent in operating methods
arnd practices are recessary and recuired iz oxrder taat adequate, suf-
ricient and satisfactory service may bhe rendered o conswers, end
Zasing this Ordexr uporn thec Toregolng Lindings of fact and
upon the furtiaer statements of fact cortained in the Opinion which

yrecedes this Oxder,




IT IS EERZEBY QRDERED as follows:

le That Efie X. Meeker enéd Julia E. Neeker
be and they are Lereby authorized and
directed to Lile with tals Commission,
witain tairty (30) days froz the date of
tzis Order, the following schedule of
rates to be charged for weter delivered
0 consumers on Caup leeker Water Systex,
seld retes to0 become effective for the
present 1932 season and thereafter until
Zurtier oxrder of +this Comission:

TLAT RATES
arnuel ckerge payable in edvance on or hefore February ls+

of each year, which emntitles consumer to twelve months® ‘

METER RATES

Axmual cherge payable in advance on or before Februery ls+
ol eecha year, which entitles consumer 10 400 cubdic fee<t
ol waler each month of the yeaer-—~e=- - —— $15.00

For weter use in excess of the monthly minimum
ol 400 cubic Teet, DaveDLE ZONSALVS

From 400 %o 3,000 cublc feet, por 100 cubie fecte——-& 0.18
From 3,000 to 10,000 cubic feet, per 100 cubic Ze0tmmm— 0.15
A1) ower 10,000 cubic feet, per 100 cudic feetmmmm= 0.12

Qo

That Zffle M. Meeker and Julis 3. Meeker

be and they are rereby directed to Tile
with this Commission, within thirty (30)
Cays from the date of this Order, Tules

and reguiations governing relations with
thelr consumers, saild mules and regulations
to decome elfective upon *thelr acceptance
for Ziling by +this Commission.

That Zffie il. Meeker and Julile E. Meeker
without wareasozadle delay commence the
installatior and/or construction of +the
Recessary ealargements, replecements and
improvemeznts 0L the existing water supply
facllities cudstantially in sccordance
wlth the list thereo? as set forth ir de-
Zexdants’ Bxhibit Xo. 2 submitteld iz Cace
Noa. 3105 herein, ané prosecute 4o com-
pletion with due diligeznce the szaid work
of installation and construction.




That Effie M. Meeker and Julie E. Meoker
enploy OT cause to be employed regularly
& competenvy superintendent who shall de
pleced in full end responsidble charge of
the operation of the water works, in-
cluéing the planning, installing and/ox
constructing of the necessary enlerge-
ments, replacements end improvements as
above directed.

That ZTle . Meoker anéd Julis E. Meeker
file with this Commission for each zix (6)
months' period commencing witk the pexrioed.
ending June 30, 1932, a detailed and
ivexized statement setting forth the
revenues receivadle and operative cosis
including depreciation, the improvements
and replacements which have beer com-
pleted to date and construction work in
progress et the end of each cuck period,
together witkh the amount of the expeand-
itures taerefor and a general report out-
licing axd desceriding the improvenents
undexr construction end proposed, seid
stetements anéd reports t0 be subject o
the approval of this Commission azd to
Ye Liled not later then Jamuary 3lst and
July 3lst of each year and uniil furtaer
rder nerein.

For all other purposes the effective date of this Oréer

shall De twenty (20) days Zrom snd sfter the date hereol.

/>
Dated av Sen Freneisco, Celiforria, this /4« day

or Q&f an b , 1932.

Qe
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i Compissioners..




