Decision No. = 'J7¢

DEFORE TEE RATLROLD COMUISSION OF TEE STATE OF CALIFORNIA.

TRIGIAL

Applicauion No. 17339

In tke Metter of hpplicauion of the
SOUTEERN 24CIFIC COMPANY for authority

t0 close the agency at Keyes Statiorn,

County of Stanisleus, State of Call :o*niu,
during the period Decexber 1st to June 30th,
inclusive, of each veaxr.

[NFTNY WP N T D L e

In the Matter of the Application of the
RAILVLY ZXPRESS AGENCY, INC., for authority Application No. 17860.
to-ab“ndon its agency 2t Xeye=s, County of

tanislaus, State of California.

E. We. Eobds, Lfor SOuthe*n Dacilic Coxpany,
Se He-con, for Raillwey Express iAgency, Inc.,
Denn v and Zion, for Protestexts.

iIn dpplication No. 17879 Southerr Pacific Compeny, &
coxporevion, has petitioned the Commission for authority to close
1ts ugerey at Xeyes Stetion in Staznislaus County, during a sever
months' period beginzning Decexber lst of each year and ending tle
rollowing 30tk day of June.

In &pplicatior No. 17860 Reilwey Express Lgeney, Inc.,

& corporation, has reguested the Comuission's authority to abandon
its agency av Keyes in Stenislauns County.

4 public hearing ox the zbove entitled spplicetions was
conducted by Examirer Johnson at Ceres, or Februsry 23, 1932.

3y st;pulation 0L the interested parties the mattors
were conzolidated for the receipt of evidence and decision and
were duly submitted and are now ready for decision.

The Rallway Zxpress iAgency recuested avthority <o nodily

its epplication to the effect that its request for ebendommezt of

igoncy would de restricted to cover the Same period as that.
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fncluded in the Reilroad's application, i.e., December 1lst to end
including June 30th. Thes reguest was granted.

Leyes 1s located oa the main line of the Southern Pzucilic
Compary's Western Division. The nezrest existing agency stations
to Keyeé ere Coeres, 3.4 miles %o the anoxth, and Turleck, 5.4 nmiles
to the south. The populetion is estimuted o de approximeately 150
permonent residents. It ic surrounded dy arn egricultural district

devoted largely %0 the raising of zlfalfe, dezns, meloas and sweet

Southern Pacific Company presented en exhibdbit showing
e coaparative statement of dbusiness handled et this station during
two ceven months' periods, one ending June 30vk, 1931, and the
other June 30th, 1930. This exhidit 15, in part, &3 follows:
| Revenue
Al=imeY L0  LlZ=i=d0 TO

6=20=~30, 6=30=31,
Itens inclusive . irnclusive

Passenger Tickets, ' s 73 & 4.
Less=than=cerload freight recelved aad : '

forwerded, 553. l4l.
Carloads received and forwarded. L1,229. 1,533,

Total Revenue $1,855. 1,688,

A% the hearing applicant proposed o arrange %o slore
the less~than=carlocd shipments in the warehouse under lock and key
and eppoint a custodien of the key.

Tkhe recoxds of the Rellway Express Lgexcy, Inc., Show
a total revenue for shipments to and from Xeyes for the seven months?
veriod December 1, 1930 to June 30, 1931, to de $235.44. The
comnission paid To the station agent on thilis dusiness esmounted to
$2%.54. |

The recoxds show that the toval railroad stetion expenmse
Vo Southern Pacific Company, during the seven months' period ending
June 30, 1831, emounted to $1,106, or en averzge of 3158 per month,
the principal item being the 2gent's selaXy.

The grantizg of doth cpplicetions was protested by

several merchants and duyers doing dDusiness at Xeyes, their con~
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tentlon deing in general that the lack of business during the past
Lew years resulted from the economic conditions which were delow
normal and, £lso, Lrom the fset that the country has beex edversely
tffected by less then normal precipitation during recent yeers. It
was showa, however, that practically all of the protestants® main
dbusiness iz transacted during the £ive months’ perliod that the sgency
will be meizntained, under spplicants' plex herein proposed.

The record in this case is similar %o that in many
abandonment cases before the Commission iz recent years and without
doubt 1s the result of the inmcreased use of Private automobliles and
commercial truck operations onr the highweys in competition with the
reil lines. The record shows that the “otal revenue received from
less~than-carloed shipments and the agency pessenger business during
the seven months' period, Decembder lst 4o June 30th, inclusive,
duvring which time applicents propose to abandon the agency, is
materially less than the station expencse without anj sllowance for
¢cost of transportetion and other expenses incident to pexlorming the
service.

After carefully considering the evidence in this Pro=-
ceeding, the Commicsion believes that the emount of dusiness offered
to Southern Pacific Comparny during the sever months' period, December
lst to Jume 30th, inclusive, does no: Justifly tkre expense of maine
teining en agent at this poirnt and that, therefore, thls zpplication
should be granted.

The Railwey Express LAgency, Inc., £1s0 should be granted

authorily to close its agenecy over the sanme periocd, since it zppears

that there is 20 ore evaileble %o hendle <the OXPIess uwgency or &

Part~time basis and the emount of dusiness does not warrant the

company maivtaining & separate agency at Keyes during the time +the
relilroad agency is c¢losed.
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A public'hearing heving been held on the zbove entitled
applicatlions, the matters having been duly consolidated end submitted,

and the Commission Yeing now Lully advised,

IT IS EEREBY ORDZRZD that spplicaznt, Southern Pacilie

Company, & corporation, is hereby autiorized to close 1tc ageney =2t
Xeyes, Staalsleus County, Californiz, for the seven months' period
beginning December lst each yeer ond ending Jurze 30th of the réllow-
ing year, provided thet during this period seid stetior is operated

&3 & non-agency station, and to change its recor@s and téri:rs accord-
ingly; provided further that the sald station is continued as an agency

statlion during the five months® veriod from July to November, inclu-

sive, of each yeerT. .
IT IS ESRERY FURTHEER ORDZIRED that applicant, Reilway

Zxpress Asency,'Inc., 2 corporation, is heredby euthorized to close

o

LS agency at Keyes, Stanislauvs County, for the seven moaths' period
beginning December lst each year snd ending June 30tk of the Zollow~
ing year, and t¢ chenge its records zond tarifls eccordingly; previded

trat the seld agency stution Lo continued during tac Tive nonthst

period from July to November, inclusive, of each year.
IT 1IZ BEREZY FURTEZR ORDIRED thut the euthority herein
grented ic sudbject to the following conditions:

l. Applicants shzll eack year notify the nudblic
ten (10) days in advance o2 the clozing of
2all agency by posting a notice at & con-
spicuous location at said sitation.

Applicants shall each year, within ten (10)
deys alfter the date of closing said agency,
n0tify this Commission, irn writing, that said
ageney hec beer closed. ‘

Southern Pacific Compeny shzll store lesc-
than-carload freight shivments under lock
and Xey in its warehouse, the key thereto
T0 be obtalred Ifrom 2 custodian located at

or nmear sald station.

The guthorization herein granted shell
lapse and decome void 1f not exercised

i




within oze (1) yeaxr from the date hereol
unless further time is granted dy subse-
qguent oxder.
The effective Cote of this order shall be twenty (20)

Geys after the date hereol.

Deted at Sap Francisco, Californie, this /9/5%'

dey of Mereh, 1932.




