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Decision No. ZARLT

BEFORE THE RATILROAD COMMISSION OF TER STATE OF CALIFORNTIA

In the Matter of the Investigation
on the Cormissionts own motion to
consider the promulgation of & Gen~
eral Order dealing with regulations
governing the stopping of motor ve-
hicles cerrying passengers for 2ire
et spur track railroad grade cross-
ings.

Ceze XNo. 3160,
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This is an invostigation on the Cormsission®s own motion
to consider the promulgetion of a genersl order dealing with the
establizhmen‘t of signs at certain spur treck crossings pursuent %o
the provisions of Section 135 of the Calirornia Vehiele Aet, =as
amended and effective August l4th, 1931.

4 public hearing was held on this proceeding at San
Frgncisco on Fébru.ary 261:31, 1932, &t which time the matter was
teken wnder submission, and it is now ready for decision.

Section 1335 (a) of the Motor Vekicle Act, as amended and
effective August lath, 3.931, Provides, smong other things, that
drivers of motor vehicles carrying passengers for hire be not re-
quired to stop 2%t spur track crossings where, with the approval, of
the Railroed Commission, distizctive signs are displayed ind:;.ce.t-
ing that 1o such stop need be made unless a train is app:-oaching.

The Commission has for consideration s number of a.pplica—

tions Trom motér vehicle organizetions carrying passengers for hire R
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asking suthority to have established suitedle signs, 23 referrTed to
above, at a'great many spur track crossings in the State of Califor-
nia. In response to the legislative act empowering the Commisszion
with suthority to approve the type or such signs and the locations
where they may be instelled and maintained, it was céncluded that
consideration should be glven to the issusnce of 2 goneral order
Irescridbing a suitable type of sign and the positiox where it shouwld
be maintained with respect to the spur track erossing in question.
A1l interested parties were provided a ¢opy of a proposed draflt of
2 general order which later was presented at the hearing.

The x2il carriers represented at the hearing registered
‘thelr obJjection to the application of that section of the Notor Vekhi-
cle Lct permitting motor vehicles carrying pessengers for hire %o
Pass over spur Track ¢rossings withont rirst coming to a stop under
any conditions, whether or not signs are estadlished and maintained
&% particular locations suthorized dy the Cormission.

The Legislature heving authorized the Commission to permit
distinctive signs to be displayed at such spur Track crossings as 1t
may deem safe for vehicles ¢carrying passengers for hire to cross with-
out coming to & Tull stop and it appoaring thet the Commission has
Tull power to determine the perticular crossings a2t which such signs

shall be located, it seems proper that the Commission shonld, by

general order, Tirst prescride a suitable type of sign and outline
its general location, in respect to any spur track c¢rossing which
later might be approved. Careful comsiderstion will be given to each
case where exempilon 1s sought and emtbority granted for the location
O sueh signs only where the public sefety permits.

The record shows that, in the interest ol pudblic safetly,
_rules and regulations should be issued governing the movement of

certificated motor vehicles cerrying passengers Tor hire over all




spur track crossings where the C:omnission approves the estadbliskment

of such "exempt signs.” To this end, a modification will be made dy

separate'orc_:er in Section 16 of the Comuissionts Gemersl Order No.86.
Accordingly, the roliowmg Order is i-ecommendeé..

An investigation having been instituted on the Commission's
own motion im the above entitleld proceeding, & public hearing hav:.né
been hed end the matter now deing wnder submission end ready for de-
cisionm,

The Rallroad Commission of the State of California Hereby
Finds as e Fact that public convenience anc necessity will de sexrved
through the issuapce or e general order yrescribing the type and lo-
cation or installation of exemption sigrns in this state where motor |
vehicles carrying passengers for hire will not dbe required to stop be-1
Tore crossing spur tracks, as prescribed dy Section 135 of the Califor-
nia Vehicle Act, as amended ané effective August lath, 1931; therefore,

IT IS EEREBY OXDERED tZet the attached gemeral order, desig-
nated as General Order No. 8S , will deccame effective on; _April 15

1932,

The foregoing Opinion and Order are heredy approved and or-
dered filed as the OPmion and Order of the Raflroad Commission of the

State of California. %

Dated at Sen Francisco, Celifornie, this R day

Yy 1932,
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GENERAL ORDER NO. 89

RAILROAD COMMISSICN OF THE STATE OF CALIFORNTA

REGULATIONS GOVERNING THE TYPE AND POINT OF
INSTALLATION OF EXEMPT SIGNS WESRE MOTOR
VEEICLES CARRYING PASSENGERS FOR EIRE WILL
NOT BE REQUIRED TO STOP AT SPUR TRACK RATL-
ROAD GRADE CROSSINGS.

Issued under suthority or the Public Ttilities sfet
end Section 135 of the Californis Vehicle Act.

Approvecd @M ! @_;_‘-. Brrective LANL AL/ 123,

WHEREAS, Section 135 of the Californis Vehicle Aet, as
anended and effective Lugust l4th, 1931, provides thet motor vehi-
cles carrying passengers ror hire are permitted to cross over spur
track crossings without coming to a stop where, with the approval
of the Railroed Cormission, distinctive signs are displayed indicet-

ing that no stop need be made unless a trein is approeching; there-
Tore, .

IT IS HEREBY ORDERED:

I. That the distinctive signs referred to sbove shall
meet The following plen and specifications:
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Every such sign shall comsist of a met
Plate, having a black field with whigg
border and white letters and numerals and
having approximstely the following dimen-

ons; width of Plate, S 2gth
widtk of bdorder one-quarter
B one-quarter inch from The

outside of the plate. Each sign shall
: cross
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"Railroad Commission of the' State'of

REGULATIONS GOVERNING THE TYPE ‘AND. POINT OF INSTALLATION OF
“EXEMPT SIGNS-WHERE MOTOR. VEHICLES: CARRYING PASSENGERS FOR
+ HIREWILL'NOT :BE -REQUIRED: TO ‘ST OP+AT SPUR. TRACK/RAILROAD
‘GRADECROSSL\'GS- EUIEEENS ‘, ; xl' ‘t.,m‘, ¢ '."l;v'. H "v.::‘! ',-f/r,’”'
"{ -at oML e LA N A N T a . Al ks PRI PN oo PRI .‘;”:'l’,"
7 Lssusd under authority of the Publie Utifities fct and Section 133 of the Culifornia, Pubicle, det,
oo Approsed April'f, 1932, Effectioe April 15, 7932, " 0"
Authorized by Dec, 24642, Case 3000, ~~
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CWHEREAS, Scction 135 of the Culifornia Vehicle Act, as amended und effective August
l4th, 1931, provides that motor vehicles earrying passengers for hire are permitted to cross
over spur track crossings without coming to a stop where, with the approval of the Ruilroud
Commission, distinctive signs ure displayed indicuting that no stop need be made unless @
train i3 approaching; theretore,

[T 18 HEREBY ORDERED:
L. That the distinctive signs referred to abov.: shull meet the following plan and specis
fications:
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Every such sign shall consist of a metal plare, having a black field with white
border and white letters und numeruls and having approximately the foljow.
ing dimensions; width of plute, § inches, length 12 inches, width of border one.
quarter inch, set in one-quarter inch from thie nutside of the plate, Each sign
shall display the erossing number assigned by thix Commission to the crossing
which the sign governs, 1n numerals and letfers 155 inches in height and with
lines of one<quarter inch stroke,
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I1. That such signs shall be installed only a spur track erossings which have been spe-
..cifically. approved by, the Rajlroad Commission and.as oz pear, the advance, warning
“*sign'which is' credeed for the protection of the'grade’ crossing, as provided by Section

1 7 1170f therCalifornia Vehice Act; and ansmo caseishall thesspecial sigrr e more sthant

st vt fourhandred (4007 feag,nor Jensithanififey (50) fectdromy the'eronsmg: [L'wo sachvsigns

‘11 oo shalbbensealled, ong on cachside of the esoxsing evarwhich the motor: vehicle oper.

actes, except that where vehicular trafhic moves in but onc dizection, one sign only, will

be required, to be located in advance of the track and on the right side of the high- 7,
way. I~
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© 'L That'the Commission’ rescrvas’ the Tight to mike yuch. changes in"this General Order’
ahe ’\, . _;;_,‘ A RTPR TR
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Dated at San Francisco, California, this fourth day of April, 1932,
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IX. That suck 3igncs shall be installed only at spur
treck crossings which bave been specifically ap-
pProved by the Railroad Commission and at or near
the advance warning sigr whick is erected Tor the
protection of the grade crossing, &s provided by
Section 117 of the California Vehiecle Act, and
in no case shell the special sign de more thazn
four hundred (400) feet, nor less than Lifty (%50)
feet from the crossing. Two such signs shall.be.
installed, ome on each side of the crossing over
which the motor vehicle operates, except that
wiere vebhlcular treffic moves in dbut one direc-
tion, one sign only will de required, to be lo-
cated in advance of the trock and on the right
side of the highwey.

That the Coxmission reserves the right to meke
such changes in this Gereral Order as conditions
seem to warrent,

J Apxoved end a4 at Francisco, California, this
4 —~ day or /7 L., 1932,

/

RAILROAD COMMISSION OF TEE STATE OF
- CALIFORNIA,

By Z. G. MATEEWSONX,
Secretary.




