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J'GR:m 'e, 

.. ) It C' I! ~ Decision NO •. __ .;.;:/~:...··.;..; .;..;;:-")...;:~::...;' .L=-__ • 

BEFO~ 1'l3:E RAILROAD COUMISSION OF TKZ STA.TE OF CALIFOlU"'aA 

) 
In the Matter or the Investigation ) 
on the Comm1ssion·s ownmot1on to } 
consider the ~%'Omulgat1on or a Gen- ) 
eral Or~er dealing with regulations} 
gawer.n1ng the stopp~ or motor ve- } 
h1cles carrying passengers tor ~1re ) 
at s~ track ra11road grade cross- ) 
ings. ) 

Ce.se No. 31.60. 

--__________________________ i 

SEAVZT, COMMISSI~: 

OPINION --- ..... _- ..... -

This ,is an investigation on the COx:ml.1Ss1on~s own motion 
~ 

to consider the promulgation or a general order deal1ng with the 

establiebment or signs at certain spar track crossings pursuant to 

the l>l:Ovis1ons ot Section 135 or the Cal1t'orn1a Veh1cle Act, as 

emended. and erteet1ve AUgu:3t ~4th, 1931 • 

A. :public hearing was held on this proceed1:ag at San 

Franeisco on February 26th, 1932, at which t1me the matter was 

taken under ~b~ssion, and it is now ready ~or decision. 

Sect1on. l~ (a) or the Motor Vehicle Act, as mnend.ed. and 

errect1ve August 14th, 1931, providez, ~ong other things, that 

drivers or motor vehicles carr,r1nS pa$sengers ror hire be n~t re-

quired to stop at spur track eross1ngs where, With the e:.pprove.l or 
,-' 

the Railroad Comm1ssion~ distinctive si~s are displayed 1nd1e~~ 

1llg that n~ such stop Ilbed be made unless a train is approaching. 

the COmmiss1on has tor eons1~erat1~ a n~ber or app~1ea­

tions rrom motor vehicle organizations carrying passengers tor hire~ 
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ask1llgauthor1ty to have estab11shed su1table signs, as :referred to 

above, at a great many spu::-. track eross1~s in the State or Califor-

n1a. In response to the leg1slative act em.po"1lel"iXlg the Co:mm.1ss1on. 

with author1ty to approve the tYJ;le or such signs and the locations 

where they 'mAy be ,installed and ma1ntained, 1 t was eoncluded th.e.'t; 

eons1aerat10n should be g1ven to the 1s~ee or a general order 

prescribing a suitable type or s1gn. and. the :po =1 'Cion 'Where it should 

be m.a1nta1ned With respect to the spur track crossing 1n question. 

All. interested :paX"t1es were provided 8. copy 0-: a :proposed dratt ot 

e. general order whieh later was presented at the hearing. 

The "re11 ~r1ers re~resented at the hearing registered 

thell" objection to the app11eat1~ or that seet10n or the ~otor Vehi-

cle Aet per.m1tt~ motor vehicles carrying passengers tor hire ~ 

:pass over s,ur track eross:1:o.gs w1 thout t'1rst eom.1ng to a sto, 'Cllder 

any conditions, whether or not signs are established and. me.1ntc1ned 

a~ part1cUlar locations authorized by the Commiss1on. 

The Legislature haVing authorized the Commission to· permit 

distinct1ve s1gns to be displayed at such spar traek erossings as it 

may deem ~e ror vehicles carrYing passengers tor h1~e to cross with-

OU't coming to a rull stop and it appear1l:tg that the Commission he:s 

rull power to determine the particular cro3s1ngs at wn1eh sueh signs 
shall be located, it seems proper that the Commission shoul.d, by 

general orde~, tirst preseribe a suitable ty:p~ or sign and outline 

its general loeatlon, 1n respect to any spur track erosstng wh1ch 

la~er might be approved. CarettlJ. cons1deration w1l1be given to each 

ease where exemption is sought end eathority granted tor the location 

or sueh signs only where the pub11c sat'ety pen11ts. 

The record shows that, in 'I;he interest 0-: public sat'ety, 
rules and regulation'S shoulCl. be 1ssued governing the movement or 

eert1r1eated motor vehicles carrying passengers ~or hire over all 
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s~ track crossings where the COmmission approve~ the establishment 

o~ ~ch wexempt signs.w To this en~, a mod1tication will be made by 
. 

separate order in. Section 16 ot the Commission's General O:oc.er No.M. 
Aeeort!:1ngly, the rollow11lg O:o~e:::, is recommende~. 

ORDER 

An investigation having been instituted on the Comm1ss1on·~ 
~ 

own motion ~ the above entitled proceedtng, & public hearing ha~g 

been had and the ma. tter now being tm~e:o sUbmiss10n and ready 'to,r de-

Cision, 
ne Rai1roaCt Comm1ssion or the State or Ce.litom1a Hereby 

Finds as a Fact that public convenience and necessity will be served 

through the issuance or a general order prescribing the type and lo-

cation or installation or exemption s1gc.s in. this state where motor 

vehicles eany1ng passengers tor hire will ~t be required to stop be-

tore crossing spur tracks, as prescribed by Seetion 135 or the Cal1tor-

nia Vehicle Aet, as ~ended and ettective August 14th, 1931; theret'ore, 
IT :IS HEREBY ORDERED the.. t the attached generaJ. order, doS1g-

nated as General Order No. 8S? will becone etreet1ve,on . April 15 

1932. 

, 

The torego1ng Op1nion and O:::,der are' hereby app:::'oved and or-

dered tiled as the Op1nion and Order or the ~lroad CommisSion or the 

State ot C'al1torn1a. /Ipf 
Dated at San Francisco, Ce.11rornia, this~' day ------

. Co~1ss1oners. 
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GENERA!. ORDER NO. __ 8_9 ___ 
e 

RUtROAD COMMISSION OF THE STATE OF CALIFOmru 

:REG'OI.A'l'IONS GOv~'t.~G 'l'RE nP.E .AND POn'T OF 
IN'ST.AI.U..TION OF 'EX'EMPT SIGNS WHERE MOTOR 
'VEEICI.:E:S CARRYING PASSENGERS FOR B:IRE WII.I. 
NOT BE ?.EQUIRED TO STOP AT SPUR TRACK RAIL-
ROAD GRADE eRO SSINGS. 

Issued under authority or the Public ~llit1es Aet 
and Section 135 or the Ce.l.i:'orn1a Vehicle Act. 

- - - - - - - -~- - - - - - - -
WB:ERli!AS, Section 135 ot the Ce.l.1:'ornia Vehicle Act, as 

SlIlende~ and et:reet1ve Augnst l4th, 1931, proVides that motor vehi-
cles carrying passengers ror hire are pe31tted to cross over spur 
track eross'1l:lgs w1t.hout com.ing to a stop where, with the approval. 
or the Railroad. Commission, d:Lstinct1ve s1gns are diSl)layed 1nd.1ee.t-
1ng that no stop need be made unless a train is approaching; there-rore, 

IT IS E:E!REBY ORDERED: 

I. Tha~ the dis.tinct1ve signs reterred to above shal.l 
meet the rollowing plan and specitications: 

.. ., ., ,~~ 

"" ..... ',', •• '~ •• ,,,"cO", ...... 

... <'" ,,, - P'~', • 

• >- .... _._-_ ... n'_ .... ,~ 

~. 

I 

~--~--==::J I 
Every such, 5ign'shall eons1st or a metal 

plate, haVing a black tield With wh1 te 
border and white lett&rs and n'amerals and 
haVing approximately th~ rolloWing dimen-
Sions; width or plate,' $, 1nches, length 
l2 inches" W'1dth -or border one-quarter 
inch, set in one-quarter 1noh trom the 
outSide or the plato. Each sign .shall. 

-display the crossing Z:1Zm.ber assignod by 
th1s COmmiSSion to the crossing whioh ' 
the Sign governs, in numerals and letters 
lj- inches ill height and Wi th 11lles o-r one-quarter inch strokoe 

.• r ...... _ •. _____ ~_,., .... __ -.., _~ .... _ ..... ~ __ , ___ ........ ____ ..... _ _ .... , •. , 

-. , 

.' .... 
, ~- . 

-.. 

.----........ -~.--,.------- ---.' •• fI"_.__' 



GtN1.lVol. OKOeR 
-:':0. ~9 

. ~:. . 'J ! '! ,,,~}' ; :"", •• 

·.:,;:::~.~a~'1r9.a~ '.9·oml1,l~s:iop :·()rt~'.~~~#~~~ ~~~/; a1~f~y?'ia 
REcuu..TrO~ c;oVER.\;,!>JG: THE ,TYPE, ·A~O'· POI~'T IOF'iI~S.TAr..V.:r!o}: or: 

'E..XEMP'f SrG:-:S!wHERE~MOTOR VEHICT.;fSCARRYI~G'PA....;sE..\;'GBRS- FOR 
,'. '""HIRE;WILV~OT ;13£ 'REQUIRED, TO 'STOPI:Nf rSPt1R.'TRACK.><RAILROAD 

·-GRADECROSSI-:':GS. ,.j .. ,'" ,." .1', ..• • ... ;,;'.' '. I '," .".'>1 .... :> :, .. //', ,''''''': 
-," ',.'i'~ .'1 ',:',: ." ."," r", ,_ I ~~.';;;: I, "~:;'/."". (, ,,·.· .. 1.-.... •• ',I, ,.,', ,','j J •.•• J.; ,.r,1 

", ,'n;1/ 

• - IJJUtJ)JlIIJfI~;J/JlhoriIJ oJ'lit PJlUit Uti/iliu //(1 illld,Stt/jeTi 1)501 Iht,Clllij<J/·II;il.P,Md,:.dtl • 
. . ' ,,, '... Appr{)'~tll//prir1~ J9J:l~'E1Iulir:i4prj/ 1$; 19);;,~,> : ... ',"', .'" 

.1111'.!er;wJ P7 Du. 3-16,/1. Cast JIbe. . ,,' ',." .. .1 .. 

" . 
""{ ',;..' ...;... ___ -..;_-..; . ./ I"J ... ··J::;,'~*I 

.' WIJ ERE/!S,' &ctio~ 1:35 of the C:;.1ifol'ni .. V chicle Act, :lS llmended :And dTcc:tive Augullt 
14th, 1931, provide! tha.t motol' vehicles o.rrving pOI.'ISengerli {or lUre: are permieted to C:1'(111~ 
ove:r :lJ'ur tra(k cro1'.~jngs wil:houe coming to fL'Stop where, with the __ pprovaJ of the ~iJtoaQ 
Commillllion, distinctive: signs a.re: di~?layccl ind.ic .. ting th .. t no stop nc«1 be made: unlOlli iI 
tr .. in is approa.ehing; thcrC:lorc. . . 

Ii IS lIEREIJi' ORDERED: 
I. ThOlt the dilltil'lccivc ~igns rct'erred to :1.00-..,; /ih:Lll mee:t the: {oIl owing pl.n Olnd :Ired. 

ti~tion:;: 

Iz"---_____ _ 

Every sueh l'ign IIhal! eonllisr o( 01 metal plarc. hilying il b!~ tield with white 
oorder and white lc:tt('J'li a.nd numcruJl' and hOlvinlf Ilpptoximatdv tJle {oHow. 
ingdimcnllion,,; width 01' pllLce, S inchCII, l('n!o{th 12 Inches, widl:h (JI'bordct' (I/'lC. 
qUlLrter inch, ~t in one-<ju:mcr inch (rom the f)utHidc o( the I'Ja~, Each lIign 
sh:JlI clilll'l:JY the C1'o~l'jng numlX'l" :l:l~igncd by thill C .... mmill.'Ijon to the etO!l~ing 
which th..: sIgn governll, in numer:tls and letters 1M inches in height lind with 
lin('~ of (Jr)('-<juarc('r inch ~t.roke. 



,..'.1 'J,;I1 .I.;j;) 
;'/. ,(J/. 

II. 'IIU.l.t lIuch li;gnllllh ... ll be inlltalJed on Iv 01.': l'ipW' track etoK.'Iing:. which have \),:en 1Ipc-
;; c!~~Y~ J.1'l;~~ P;r.;hc-~ro:'1d' ~i:;:t~~n ~~~p~ p~r; ~ ?4r:J.n~ w:m~ng 

Sign wrnchlll erectcii !ort'he proteCtion 6f the: gr:iec: crossing. !I:J provided 'brsectlon 
:') /,: J!171O(tb<"tCalirorniu. Vt:h1cle Ace; ~nd,';nfM CIDie[lIho1U~tbe',speci:tl.~igzf'lx'mQf,(;tha:n.t 

~:, I.: ,.Jour;band.rcd·'( 4(0)' fee.r.;nor)OI:;lthan iMf'I (fIJ)' (c:ct,{rorn :'JlCf (J'OII54ng;~rwt) soe.lvsignll 
':r: 'I: lIhalj~be)nJwl«l.pn~;On ~h'$ide'of thc:·crO!l.'l:ingQ~c:r,.~hii:h the.mocor,ve:hicl.c opcr- k" 

:a.tel, except th:l.t where ~hicular traffic movc:l\ in but one <1i~O/).,oOCJIif91',onlY;"'iI1 
be required, to be !oc:atc:d in adv:a.nce of i,e: track and on the right aide or the high.. ~" 
wa.."I: '\.,.. . " \ .. "I ,'. ( •• ', ',' "; .... ' 

':Itt' 'fhat'th:c :Commi~ion: r~~d' ~he'~cight', to ·,m~'kc.~~h:chanz~~\ i;;ctliiS' 'Gcn~:u' OrdCt' 
:u c:oncli t101lll :;cern 'Co-warrant." ,', '.,' " .,... ,':""" .. 

,\)":\', •••• ,,'t .. J' .""~~. !~\-";.. ;;/.'J. 'fl;, ·,:,~ .. ·:"'1\!"\'·,~;" 

D:a.tcd at San FrallciliCo, Ca!i'~rnill ... thi5 JOurth day .oF April, 1932. 

!·:::!/"!,,>:,, :,,'J: :":"~')!::I, '. ,:'j/' ".hi,;,;1 J,;i!'!,;:i:l:;; :>", H.~,~~ ~TJfI£V:Jo(:1N"l.~tr~lJIry. 
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.I1;'.;'I~,/! )t!;, ~,t ~""/f\",!':jtl. '111~ (1'1"11 i~,"'~,)r.·11 "rf)·,,!. ,~. ~.:flur!,,·) tj'4~j.;!H ," fI~I''''/f":',; ~"'/::ij ~~Jf~"" ·~~)'/n 
I, ····,~.'d ); .• ,,,':1 . .',~ i},»)~~ (~q." .. , "I' :,,(:) 7.1'!;~1.~;~!!; .,o·~.\.>; .... r:) :\':1, ... ·:' .. ·t· ','r;')!"·,· ';') I,·~'.);/~~;·I"!/~V/) 

()'~I;'7:"',i::'" ;>:~:"·"'."";I;I:~. ~'. flO;-;1 

~.'·('I· !,i;). I'ii.:,[ "!;':I'II<,,';'l' .I',' ·I.I!;~t ·.J-,i,. ":I'~>~ 'J; .>j'~I)~f· '.~!.'~" )/ ~'J~j ''''', ... -,(:! ; ... :!'r.~ 
-,:(:' ,.:: , .. 'J:! 

....... ~ , .... , ......... " ... 
~ ••• .., ....... j 

{.' c ',' 'r " , , . 

r ~~i~'''''' .• ·~'.·).,;~uP'·''''':~'''''''''·~:''~~MRo.:..;.", ..... /~ .. ,. .• II • .,.~::..,~ ~_",.~M: .,~ 'J,-.,... E b ..... ~~~.,.~ 

'I~q\" (/111/ !.Ir·,.~;: .. L'J".;~! t, >'~. II.'! .·'~L:': :J.' HOI I, '1 41 !";"IIQ) ~;t:II, t~~" i.}U-' '1';"'/': 
" t, . ' , I ,', ,1'_, ".-'J',', .,' ')', ,'II II ·'i"'. "':",' .-.",', ,!Jf,:r,.' 'Jl,~ 'J.·)';r.jr~!I.'II';';I. :",:" II;,. :,,11.1: "\i,'~-,'lf111r' ~"... , ,r .1-' 

r' .. t~. ~ ·r~". /I~ .t! C I ~ I r: t ; j; II , .... ' J': .11." I ~_ r f I ~. ; ., . I: • ,,",., : .., (~i > .' t 'j J' : I' ! J. ,: " :,,: " ; .... 11 f " ,,' ; !').' ft ,I" ::' it I 

j,:,:( (hJ.:1 ,,)'!,.1,; '1~:1'~11 :~~~;,~.!111' 'H'~~ {':d1'· 1;,,1'; -'·'~";fIJ~,)·,')I'" 0/ "'.I~ .. :;'J/u '~·.J~'·f.U:~ 
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I:I:. That such Signs zhall be installed only at sptU" 
traek eross~s wh1eh have been $pee1r~~y a~ 
proved by the Railroad COmmission and at or near 
the advance werning sign which 1z ~reeted ~or the 
pro't:eetioXt o"r the grad.e eross1ng, as prov1d.ed 'by 
Section 117 ot the Ca11tornia Vehicle Aet~ and 
1%1. no ease shall the speeial sign be more than 
tour h=.4red (400) teet, nor less than :t'1t"ty (50) 
teet fie: the cros$1:lg. Two such sigo.s shall. be . 
1nstalled~ one on eaeh side or the crossing over 
which the motor vehicle operates, except that 
where veh1eular traffic moves 1n but· one direc-
tion, one $1gn only Will be required, to be lo-
cated. in advance or the track and on the right 
side o"r the highway. 

III. ~t the Co=m1~sion reserves the right to make 
sueh changes 1n this General Order as conditions 
seem to warrent. 

~ d App:oved and <le.t?d at $an :!'raneiseo, Ce.l1torn1a, thl.o 
_-:;a::"'--_-_MYor /'/ ~_,. , 1.932. . I 

RA..II.ROAD COMMISSION 01' THE S1'A.TE OF' 
c.ALrlORNIA , 

:By R. G. M.A.TEE'VTSON, 
Secretary. 


