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Decision No. I8 4527

BEFQORE THEZ RAIIROAD COMMISSION OF THE STATE OF CALIFORNIA

In the Matter of the Investigation om )
the Commission's own mo<tion into }
proposeld sefety rules and operati ) Case No.2808
regulations governing the overation )
of passenger stage corporations and 3

automotige transportation companies.

-y
L2 TR .

SEAVEY, Commissioner -

[\:“b

SUPPLEMENTARY OPINION
AMENDING ORDER

In the hearing upon Case N0.3LE60, & proceeding instituted
by the Commissionr on its owa motlion %0 consider the promulgation
oL a Generzal Order dealing with regulations governing the
stopping of motor vehicles carrying pessengers £or hire at cpur
track ralilroad grade croscings, where distincetive signs are
located with the apprpval of the Coxmiszion in accordaxnce with
Section 135 of tae Vehicle Ac¥, it appeared Lrom %he testimony
produced anéd by concurrence of all parties present that the
promulgation of an order permitting exemptions from stopping
passenger movor vekicles for hire at grade crossings would present
conflict with our Genmeral Oxrder No.E6, Rule 16,

General Order No. 89 , providing for the type of sign
and general locat;on near such spur track c¢rossings at which the
Commicssion nay herealter permit their erection, having deen
promulgaved by the Commission, 1t is obvious that Rule 16 of
General Ordexr No.86 should be amended To conform with the new
situation created by such exemptions when the same axre granted.

The Tule, a2s emended in the dralt proposed terein, Tequires
the driver to operate his passenger vehicle, within the 100=Loot
cistance belore reaching an exeupt crossing, at & speed not
greater than fifteen (15) miles per hour, thus providing a speed ;
at which & stop may be madg within a few feet in case‘or any need

for emergency aciion. This is consistent in both letter and




spirit with the Vehicle Act. The rule has also been amended
by changing the pbrase "it skall not apply at crossings over
street rallway tracks within municipalities™ by the sudbstitution
of the following: ™It shall not apply at crossings over str eet
rallwey tracks In o ess esidence distmicevs witnin
mmicipalities.” This chsange 1 consistent with Sectiom N0.135
of the Vehicle Act of 123L. The "business or residence

tricts™ are defined by Motor Venlcle Act, Section 28% (o)

( ) end 1t 1s only these defined districts in waich the full
stop rule nmay be disregarded by the operateor.

.C' FR

As this rule affects two mmdred 2né thirsy (220) certifi-

cated stage operations under the jurisdiction of the Comnission

and amenable to Gemeral Order No. 26, I »ropose the following form

of order to ¢larifly the duty of ezch:

Good cause appearing,

IT IS EEREBY ORDZRED thet Rule 16 of General Order No.36,
promulgated by this Commis 1ission by Decisfon No0.28549 in the
irstant proceeding, and effective ey 1L, 1930, be ané it heredy
I1s zmended to read as follows:

Rallroad Crogsins.

Drivers of every vehicle operated by automotive
passenger stage corporations aad by transportaiion
companies, as such are defined, respectively, by any
Public Utilities Act, ond the Luto Stage and Truck:
Trancportation Act, chall before crossing the tracks
of any steanm or elecuric interurbzn railircad bring
such vehicle to & full a2nd complete stop not less
than ten (10) feet, nor more than L£ifty (50) feet
from the nearest rall of tre ra;lroad over which the
nipghwey crosses. ver muming the stop heredy re-
guired, the driver or operator of the venzicle shall
careful;y look in each direction for approaching cars
or trains sné zhall not start his vehicle until it
khas been ascertained taet there zre no c¢ars or trains
ann*oacning the crossing in either direction. This
order °-a~l appl.v W&&Jh*m




railway tracks in dusiness or residfence districts
witain municipalities, nor To spur track grade crossings
t whicn exempti s s are maintained by authorit

8 on _sism % Ez oL
tae xellroad Commission, 2s nrovided IZor ere raer
NO.o 89 orovided, nowever, %hat no Ariver sahsall

o ]
anproach within one hundred (100) Teet 0L such exempted
crossing, noOor ¢ross scme at & sveed in excess OF Tirteen
(15) miles neT hour end shaell in all other respects
conY.Ly with The provisions oF the Motor Vehicle AcT.

LIter meking the stop provided for irn <this ~wle,
the motor vehicle shall not be placed in a different
gear in which start has been made until tracks heve been
croszed. Coasting on appromeh %o railroad crossing
1s absolutely prohibited.

AND IT IS FURTEZR ORDERXED taat the Secreotary of the
Railroaed Commission send by mail to each passenger carrler
under the jurisdiction of the Commission irmediete notice of
the change herein ordered.

The above Supplementery Opinion amending Order is heredby
approved and ordered £iled as the Opinion and Supplementaxy
Order No.l of the Railroad Commission.

For all other purposes the Supplementary Ordex No.l
herein shall bYecome effective within twenty (20) days from the
date hereofl. ’

Dated at San Francisco, Colifornis, this 54;" dey of

T ) vesa.
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