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Decision Xo. A S L :

BEFORE THE RAILROAD COMMISSION OF TEZ STATE OF CALIFORNIA

In the Matter of the Application

of CARPINTERIA WATER COMPANY, a Application No. 17584.
corporation, for authority to '

increase rates.

Schauner, Ryon & Goux, by BHarrison Ryon,
Tor applicant.

BY TEE COMMISSION:
OPINION

Carpinteria Water Company, a corporation engaged in the
business of selling and Cistriduting water for dmestic, commercial,
irrigation and other purposes to residents of Carpinterie and vi-
¢inity, Santa Zarbara County, asks the Raillroad Commission %o eu~
thorize axn incresse in 1ts ratec.

A pudlic hearing in thisz proceelding was held before Ex-
aminer Xeanedy at Carplnterie.

The evidence shows that this weter system was started in
1919 when Frank L. Stewert and E. Stanley Atkinson constructed o
small tank end well on their property and began %o supply water to
thelr tenants and to nelghdbors in the near vicirity whose wells
had falled. In 1924, the Carpinteria Water Conpany was incorporated
for the purpose of acquiring the above water plant and Application
No. 10514 wes filed with this Commisslon Tequesting & certificete
of public convenlence and necessity which was grented in Decision
No. 24639, dated March S5, 1925. The present rate schedule is es

rollows:




FLAT RATES

Recidences, DPer HORth=wmcwma- ————— —m—————— e cmm———— ~=$ 2.00
0ffice buildings, per month--- -
Churches, dairies, Lotels, etc., accordin

to use of water, per monthew—-- —mee=$2.00 20 7.00
High school, per noltAwmeocccmencmaca - 12.00
Grammer school and Alisos School, per month-weememmas ——— 22.00
Automobile cadirns, Th water comnection per month

Lor sink «S0
Ausomobile cabins, witk water connection per month

for shower-dbath- - - -
Lutomodlile cabins, with water comnecsion poer month

Tor toliotrmmmcmacccacnaea - o 0 e e e -
dutomodblle community toilets and laundries, per

DO Th=—mm e m - - -$1.00 %o
Automoblile £1illing stations with toilets dbut

without wash rack, per month~ -
Automobile £illing stetions with toilets and

wash rack, per monthe- -

METER RATES

Monthly Meter Rates:

From 0 to 2,000 cubic feet, per 100 cudbic feet----%0.25
From 2,000 to 10,000 cubic feet, per 100 cubic L00tea—~ .20
AlLl over 10,000 cubic feet, per 100 cubic feet—-=~= .15

Mbnfhly Minimm Retes:

5/8=-5nck meter - - -=21.75
3/4-irch meter - - m———— 2,25
I=inch metermmcmmc e e ————————— - 3.00
l4-inch meter 5,00
2=inch meter

Zach of the foregoling minimum monthly charges
will entitle the consumer %o the guantity of
we.ter which tlat minimum monthly charge will
Puchase at the monthly meser retes.

=000=

The water supply is pumped from wells into an elevated
storege tank and distributed by grevity through approximately 63,000
Teet of mains varying from four inches %0 one and one-half inches in
dlameter. There are approxinmately 340 active consumers receiving
water from this compeny, all of whom pey om a Tlet rate basis. It
is claimed by applicant that fine sand in the wmter precludes the

use of meters unless & very large settling dasin be comstructed suf-
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ficlent in size to provide & long period of water retention to per-
it sand removel by sedimentation.

Mr. W. Body, accountant for the firm of Pace, COore &
Mclaren, presented a report iz behall of epplicant dased on the ac~
counts and records of the company ang F.H. Van Zoesen, one of the
commission's hydraulic engineers, presented & report covering an
appralzal of the company*s property as of Jenuary 1, 1932, baseld
upon the historicel cost and e study of the operating revenue aznd
expense L£or the years 1930 and 193L.

Following is & brief swumary of the above reports:

Dody Van Eoesen

Original cost of properties shown Y DOOKS=w—==$67,495 -
Original cost of properties, depreciatel---——em= 47, 712, -
Estimated original cost- —————— ——— £67,169
Depreciation, 5% sinking funé methold = 193leecaa 1,521
Depreclation, straight line besis - 1931

Expenses, less depreciation - 1929

Expenses, less depreciation - 1930 4, 554
Expenses, less depreciation = 193lecececanaa —— 5, y %71
Estimated expenses for future 4, '975
Operating revenue = 1929« 7,671
Operating revenue - 1930 8,724
Operating revenue -~ 193_-- 9,533
Bank loans - -
Consumers? depositu, refuncdable -

There ere no substential disagreements in the above figures
except in the case of depreclation where the estimates are not in ac~
cord by reason of the different methods pursueld, thet used by F. E.
Van Ecesen deing in keeping with the usual practice of this Cormis~
gion in rate proceedings. 3Based upon the adove figures, the utility

shows a net retura for 1931 of 4.4 per cent on a rate base of 567,169

less the consumers' deposits whick are refundedle and, similarly, us-
ing the estimated future operating ¢osts, shovs a net return of 4.8
per cent on the averaged revenue £or 1931 es submitted by Poldy and

Van Hoesez. It appears thet gpplicant 1s entitled 1o some slight re-
adjustment of rates.




The evidence shows that an ebnormally large amount of

water 1s puzped on this system which may bde atitributed either o
wasteful use thereof or to the flat rate schedule nowW in effect.
Applicant contends that 4t is umable %o raise the funds which would
be required to imstall meters and the proper sedimentation facile
ities and equipment. There 15 no date available to determine the
amount of revenu¢ which might be obtained under a messured service
iT the present meter rates were put into effect dbut, from & com~-
parison with other utilities operaiting under similer conditions,

1t appears tﬁat sald meter rates undoudbtelly would yield a reason~
~able return. With this in mind, together with the fact that ap-
plicant?s wells are located so near the ocean as %0 be éusceptible
30 salt water imtrusion if subjected to severe and prolonged pump-
ing, we cannot urge too strongly the necessity of installing meters
at as early s date as possidle. The meiter rete therefore will not
be ckanged. The flat rate provided for in this Order is designel
to equalize the charges for water service 50 that each consumer
will pay on a basis of the amount of water used. This schedule
sbhouvld yield applicent a feir net return upon its invectmen<y ﬁnder

the exlsting circumstences and conditions.
ORDER

Cerpinteria Water Company, & corporation, having mede ap=-
Pilcation %o this Commission ac entitled above, & public hearing
heving been keld thereon, the matter having beer duly sudnitted and
the Commission being now fully advised in +he premises,

It 1s heredy fouwnd as 2 fact that the rates azd charges
of Carpinteria Water Company, a corporation, for water delivered to

i%s consumers iz and in the vicinity of Carpinterie, Sante Batbara
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county, in s¢ far as they differ From the rates herein established,
are unjust and unreasonadle and that the raites herein estadlished
re Jjust and reasomsble rates %o be charged for the service fenderod,

and

Besing this Order upon the foregoing finding of fact emd
upon the rurthgr statements of fa¢t contained in +the Opinion whickh
precedes this Order,

| IT IS EERESY ORDERED that Carpinteria Weter Compsany, a

corporation, be and 1% is hereby authorized and directed to file
with this Commission, within thirty (30) days from <he date of this
Order, the following schedule of rates to be charged for all water
service rendered its ccn&ume:s sudbsequent to the /< dey of

> , 1932

67— METEZ RATTS
Yonthly Minimum Charres:

5/e~1inch meter=~—~ ~21.75
3/4-inch meter 2.25
l-inch meter- - 3.00
1%=-inch meter-e—-- cmmmmeee 5,00
2-in¢kh meter -~ 7«0

Zach of the foregeing ™Monthly Minimum Cherges™
will entitle the consumer to the gquantity of
water which thet minimum monthly ¢harge will
prrchase at the following ™ifonthly Quantity
Rates.”

Monthly Quantity Rates:

From 0 to 2,000 cubic feet, par 100 cudic feet
From 2,000 to 10,000 cudiec feet, per 100 cubic fe0f—meam—am
All over 10,000 endic Zeet, per 100 cubic feet-

MONTELY FLAT RATES

Resldences, boarding houses, apertments, lodging

houses, tenements and flats of six rooms or less,

including one toilet and one Dathecmmw—wu- - £2.00
For each additional roome-~ ——————— ————- .10
Por eech additional bath, toilet or urintle~wemmcececcmce—- 20
Adéitionel for private barn and dairy with not more

than two Lhorses, cows Or goatS—wmcemme- -———
For each additional horse, cow or goat- -
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Sprinkling or irrigation of lawns, shrubbery, trees, -
gardens, etc., per square yard sctually under ire

rigation and payable each month 0f the yolraw—memmcewan > ~003
Swall stores, shops Or OffiCeS~emmmmammcacacuanas me—memee~ 2,00
Drug stores, bakeries and confectlonerios-—-e——- mmmaemcm— 5,00
Additlional for soda fountaln Service-memm—mama- ——— 1.00
Lumber yardsema——ecmemmomeea -—— 3.00
Barber shops, one ¢CRair~—ecemea ~——— - 2.00
Each additional challwmmceccccmacana- .50
Additional for public bath, each tud Or SHOWEr=—m——ema= - 275
Packing houseg-rmemcama-n m—mnm——— - 4.00
Levndriesmecrecnaaaa - - ———————— - 5.00
Billiard parlors, base rate - 3.00
Additionsl for sode fountain service - ——-——————— -= 1.00

Business blocks, all floors above first, not ex-
ceeding Tive orfices with two public $01letS~rmmecmcame 3.00

For each additional office—=m—an- ————— o225
For each additional tollete—cmmmw—w - 25
Resteurants anld eating houses, base rateecm—cceecceammmo 4%.00
Additional for soda founizin service c—mm——- 1.00
Hotels, base rate e e ———-————-— ~- 3,00
For each room having rumning weter OF beth-wmee—mmcmee——e 25
For all other roomS~ceccccemmmcccocann - - L10
Public bath, each tud Or ShOWeremmmecccemme e -= 1.00
With dining-room in conection, an additional charge--=- 4.00
Uith soda fountain service in ¢onnection=——-- e m————— 1.00
Public auto courts or camps, DESE PatEemcmmmcmemme—ce- - 3.00
For each apartment or room with running weter or bath--- .25
For each other apartment or rool-—e—wee= —————————— wm————— 10
For each public tollet-mecmmacmaca o . o e et e o e e e ~ «50°
For each public laupdry-—=—emce- e T T—— «50
For each pudlic kitcheNme—mew : -0
For each pudlic bath-tud O0r shower-e-ecam=a 1.00
Service stations, base rate~memcccccocmmcmrecccca——a m——— 35,00
Additional for each toilet-—- ——— - «25
Alditional for wash rack--cemc—cemew ———— - 1.00
Garage, dase rato~—ea-- ———————— e e e e e —————— 3.00
Additional Lor wash ratkee—-ceccomecmmmm—eaa e —————————-— L.00
AQditional for each 1t0lleltemcecccmmcmcmcmecc e ———— A
Construction Work:
For each 1,000 bricks leid-em—cecmemccmcmcanaa ————————— - .25
Concrete sidewalks and floors, each 100 square feet
of construction work - ——— 25
Concrete curd, per lineal Lo0t-weememrecccecccamemceoea 23
For other purposes, per barrel of cement—=-—-— 15
raded streets, water used in settling streets,
rer 100 linesl feet —————————— - 1.00




17. Schools:
Tor each 100 puplls-wcemmmme= - ae=$4.00
For irrigating leawn, shruddery, etc.:
From O %0 5,000 squere yards, per sguere yard '
of surface under irrigatlion- -»003
All over 5,000 square yards, per squaTe yard
of surface under irrigatiof=——-~— «002

-000=

For all other purposes the effective date of this Order

shall be twenty (20) days from and after the date hereol.

Dated at San Francisco, Callirornie, this 9ﬁéb' ey

of (A gmi L , 1932.
AR
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