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Decision Noe. Ty

BEFORE THE RAILROAD COMLISSION OF TZS STATE OF CALIFOENIA.
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. In the Matter ol the Application of the

People of the State of Celifornia, on
relation of the Department of Public
Works, Tor an order authorizing the con-
struction of a crossing at grade across
The tracks of the Pacilfic Zloctric Rail-
way Company, at the inversection of
Culver Boulevard andéd Roosevelt Eigkwey,
Los Angeles County, Celifornis.
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dpplication No. 17492,
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frank B. Duckee, foxr Department of Pudhlic
Works, Stete of California.

Frapk Kerr, for Pecific Elec¢tric Railway
Campany, ZFrotestant.

0. F. Cooley, for County of Los Angeles,
Interested Party.
2Y TEE COMMISSION:

9RINIOX

The people of the State of Californiz, on relafion
of the Dopartment of Public Works, Lfiled The above entitled appli~
cation with this Commission on June 27, 1931, seeking authority
to construct a state highwey, kmown as Roosevelt Eighwey, at grade
across the trackes of Pacific Electric §gilway Cozpany, in the
viecinity ol Venice, County of Los Angeles.

Applicant, on Jaﬁnary 15, 1832, filed an amended epplie-
catiorn seekiﬁg enthority to donstruct sald crossing at separated
grades.

4 public hearing on said application was conducted by
Exeminer Kemnedy, et Los Angelez, on Mareh 24, 1932, et which time
the matter was duly sudmitted,
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applicant now meinteins e public highway, known as
Roosevent Sighway, between Oxnard and Sexte Monica, the major
portion of which is constructed along the coast of the Pacilic
Qcean. It is now proposed to extend this highway Lroz Scnta Momlica
soutiexrly to a point near San Juzn Capistrano, in Orange County,
connecting at tkat point with State HZighway Route No. 2, which is
the main highwey %o San Diego. The extension of the Roosevelt
Highwey southerly will involve & crossiﬁg with Pacific Electric
Railwey Compaxy's Redondo via Del Rey Lime, which is a double track,
electric »ail linme operating between Los Angeles and Redondo Beach
via Palisades Del Rey. Culver Bouleverd, a paved county nighway,
is constructed parzllel and ixmediately adjecent 0 the Reilway
Compeny's right of way in the vicinity of the proposeld crossing.

- Applicant proposes o comnstruct Roosevelt Zighway,
paved %o & width of sixty feet, under dboth the %racks of the Pacific
Electric Radlway Coﬁpany and Culver Boulevard; the separation to
be effected by raising the rzilway tracks ané the roadway of Culver
Boulevard epproximately eighteen feet 2bove the grade of the state
highway. The estimated cost of the separation is $180,000, ex-
clusive of paviﬁg, $110,000 of waich iIs the cost of effecting the
separation dbetween the state highway and the railroad, and %70,000
for the separation between the state highwey and Culver Boulevard.

Roosevelt Eighway is desigred as a prixzary state highw
way, and tkhe record shows that it is estimated that said higawy,
2% the point of the proposed separation of grades, will carry a
peak vehicular traffic, within two years alfter opening, of 25,000
cars per day. The rail traffic at this point consists of ITifty
electric passenger and two Ireight train movements deily.

The detailed plans Tor said separstion were prepared
by the Pacific Electric Railway Company znd epproved by State
Division of Highways.
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The Pacific Electric Redlway Company opposed any
assessment for the construction of the separation of grades, due,
principally, *o its present Linancial condition and its inedbility
to secure money Lfor capital expenditures, other than absolute
necessities, at the preseat time. As evidence of the declining
revenues, representatives of the Railwey Company testified that
the gross earnings of tihe Company foxr 193 were $13,281,618, com-
pared %o $21,642,553 for 1923, end that during the months of Jen-
uery and February 1932, the Compaxy failed, by substzntisl amounts,
to earn sufficient reveaue to pay operating expenses and taxes.

This Comnission 1s fully aware of the Ifirpexcial condi-
tion of the Pacific Zlectric Railway Company, a&nd the effect of
the presert generally’depressed conditions upon its revenue, and
we realize the necessity for this Coampeny to effect all reasonable
economies in operations and expenditures. On the other hand, the
Compeny's dirricu;ty t0o secwre money should not be used as the
fipel test in deternining the necescity for a grade separation at
this location. It eppears 'from the record in this case that 1t
may be possible Lor the Rzilwey Compery o arrange with the applil-
cant for spreading the Railwey Company's portion of the coct of
this separation over & reasonable peribd of time, so that the
difficulty of financing its portion of the work will be materially
decreased.

The record shows that epplicant axnd the Railway Company
prepeared nlans for thisc separatior some time ego, and a tentative
agreement was reacked, whereby applicent would bear 754 and the
Railway Company 25% of the cost chargeable to the separation of
the grades Of the state highway and the railroed tracks. It
appears that subsequent tTo this vtertative agroement, the Railway
Company's Linanciel condition became more aggravated, and the

agreemeﬁt was withdrawn. The record further shows that applicent




and the County of Loz Angeles have entered 1invo an agreement
relative to the apportionment 9: cost of that portion of the
separation chargeeble tTo the separation ol the Two lhighways.

The Rellwey Compeony suggested thet the crossing bde
constructed at grade at the present vime, with o definite plan
of sepzrating the grades &t a lzter dave when there would be &
greeter pudblic need, z2nd the Company would be in & better Iinap-
ciel position To meet Its assessment of the cost of such & sepa-
rotion. Applicent, on the other hand, was not in favor of con-

tructing this important highway temporarily at grade across

this electric zcil 1ine end contended that a delay of a few years

mey require an expenditure considerchbly higher than at present
2or the comstruction of tihis separatioz of grades.

After carefully considering 211 of the evidence in
this proceeding, we are of the opinicz, and heredy conclude, that
g state highwey of the importance of the highway involved in “this
proceeding should cross the reilwey tracks at separated grades
and that Pecific Electric Reilwey Coxpaxny should coantridute

£$20,000. towzrd the cost of the ceparatlon.

M™e People of the State of Csliforniz, on relation of
the Depertment of Pubdlic Works, having filed the above entitled
application, & public hecaring having bdbeez held'cnd the Commission
being fully eporaised of the factis,

IT IS WERERY ORDERED thet The People of the State of
Selifornia, on relation of the Department of Pudlic Torks, are
hereby cuthorized to comstruet a pudblic highwey k;own &5 R00se~
velt Zighwey, ot separeted grades under the mein line tracks of

Dactific Tleetric Railwey Compexny in the vicinity of Venlcee,
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County of Los Angelez, State of Celifornie, &t the location more
perticulorly described in the application ond in accordence with
the Cetailed plans (Exhidit Mo. 2} introduced in evidence in this
proceeling, subject to ?he following conditio

(1) The adove crossing skall be identified

Deelfic Electric Railway Company shall beer
£20,000. of %the expense of const*uc«ing safd
unde*grude erossing and the remsining expense
stell be borze by applicant.

Tre expense of maintzining the track and supexr-
strueture sbell be borae by °aciric Rlectric
Reilwey Company. The expense of maintaining
lights and pevement, tosether with any other
expense incident to the maintenance ol this
undergrade crossing, shall be borne by the
applicent.

Said crossing shall be Con°t”u0ued with clear-
ances cornforming to the drovisions of oux General
Order Xo. 26=C.

2pplicant shell, within thirty (30} days thoere-
after, notify: this Commissionm, in writing, of
the completion of the installation of szid cross-
ing and of its complicnce wiib the condition=
kereof.

e zsuthorizetion herein granted shall lapse

end vecome void if nov exercized within oxe
(1} yezr from the date hereof, unless Jurther
time 1is greanted by sudsequent order.

e authority herein granted shall bdecome effective

or the date hereofl. 7&(/

nated et Sez Trancisco, Celiforaia, this_/d— d&ay
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of 4ipril, 1932.




