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'"" '11"""3-~ Dec 1sion No. I:' "j: l .;.. • 

BEFOBE THE RA.II.ROAD C01!MISSION OF mE STATE OF C.UJ:FOm-.~ 

} 
In the Matter ot the Application } 
ot SOUTEtEBN PACI:FIC COMPANY tor ) 
authority to close the seasonal ) 
agency at Dutch Flat Stat1on~ } 
County ot Placer, State ot Cali- J 
fomin. } 
-------------------------> 

Application No. 17899. 

Roy G. R1l1ebrand, tor Southern Pacitic Co:o.pany-. 
E. B. Quinn, for Protestants. 

BY THE COMMISSION: 

OPINION --------
Southern. Pae:1.1"i.e ComJ;>8.llY' ~ 8, corporation. on january 

~~ 1932, petitioned the Commission ror authority to clo5e its 

seasonal. agency at Dutch Flat~ Placer County. which is now 

maintained during the period May 1st to October 31st~ inclusive, 

each year; also, seeking per.m1ssion to discontinue the ~ractiee 

ot heating and light1ng said station building between the hours 

ot 7:00' A.M. end 6:00 P.M. during the period ot' the year when 

the agen~ has been closed, trom Nove~r 1st to Apr~ 30th. 

A public hearing was conducted by ~m1ner ~ohnsOn 

at Dutch Flat on April l4~ 1932, at which t1me eVidence was 

taken and the matter subm1tt~. 
Dutch Flat 1s located on the main line ot SWthern 

Pacific Comp~'s Sacramento DiVision. The nearest existing 

agency stations to Dutch Flat are Towle, 2.7 m1les to the east, 

and Gold Run~ 1.9 miles to the West. ~e population is esti-

mated to be approxtmately 144 permanent reSidents. The princi~ 
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business conducted in this district consists of the cu1tivation 

of sma11 orchards or deciduous fruits, ~er resorts and a 

trading center tor the surrounding country. 

Southern Pacific co~any presented an exhib1t showing 

a comparative statement ot business handled at this station d~r

ing the six months' periods ending October 31~ 1930~ and October 

31, 1931. This eXhib1t is~ 1n part, as tollows: 

Revenue 
May 1st to October 31st. 

Items 1930 1931 -
Passenger tickets, $146. $134. 
Milk and cream, s. 51. 
Less-tnan-earload fre1ght 

rece1ved and forwarded, 581. 5SS. 
carloads received and tor-

warded, 339. 334. 

Total Revenue, $1.074. $1,104. 

At the hearing applicant al1eged that during the six 

months' per10d November 1, 193~, to April 30, 1932, sa1d station 

be1ng ma1nta1ned as a non-agency station, there were 76 condu~tor 

passenger tickets sold and 395 less-than-car1oad sh1pments re-

ce1ved and 26 forwarded. Applicant proposes to arrange to store 
~ts less-than-earload shipments in the warehouse under lock and 

key and appoint a custodian ot the key. 

The record shows that the total railroad station ex-

pense to Southern Pacific C~any during the s1xmonths' period 

when the agency 1s maintained amounted to $898., or an. average 

of $150. per month, the principal 1tem being the agent's salary. 

A number ot witnesses appeared as protestants to the 

granting ot th1s application. It was contended that the removal 

ot the agent would result in an inconvenience to the shippers 

in that they would be depr1ved ot the serv1ce of receiving notice 

ot the arrival or lass-thall-carload Shipments and that it would 

be an inconvenience tor the shippers to be required to secure a 
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key troln a custod1a:o.. It was also pointed out that it this 

agency was d1scontinued passengers trom this point would be 

required to ~ay a slightly higher tare than that now in effect. 

The record in this case is s±m11ar to that in ~ 

abandonment cases before the COmmission in recent years and is 

without doubt the result or the 1ncreased use or the private 

~utomobile and cammercial '~ruek operation on the highway 1n 

competition with the rail line. The record shows that during 

the six tlonths' period endi::.g October 3l~ 1931, the total revenue 

received trom less-than-carload shipments and agency passenger 

business 1s mater1ally less ~ha.n the station expense without 

any allowance tor cost ot transportation and other expenses 

incident to performing the service. 

Atter carefully cons1dering the evidence 1n this pro-

ceeding, the CommiSSion be11eves that the amount or bus1ness 

ottered to Southern Pacitic Company during the six months· ~er1od 

when the agency has been ma1ntained, May 1st to October 31st) 

inclusive, does not jnstity the expense ot maintaining an agent 

at this point and that, therefore, this application should be 

granted, provided the Company works out same arrangement whereby 

t~~ paBGengers bOArding th~ t~ain at this point Wi~k not be 

required to ~ay a h~gher rare ~~ a result or this change. 

ORDER .... ----_ ...... 
A pu'blle hearing having been held in the above ent1 tled 

proceeding, the matter having been duly submitted and the Commis-

sion being now tully advised, and basing 1ts order on the findings 

ot tact as appeari~ in the Opin1on which precedes this Order, 

IT IS EEBEBY ORDERED that applicant, Southern Pacific 
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Comp~, a corporation, is hereby authorized to discontinue its 

seasonal agency at Dutch Flat during the six months' period May 

1st to October 31st ot each year and to change its station records 

and tar1t~s accordinglY, providing that said station be continued 

as a non-agency station, subject to the following conditions: 

(1) The abandonment ot ~h1s agency shall not result 
in an increase in the tare tor ~assengers board-
ing trains at this pOint. 

(2] Applicant shall noti!y the public ot the abandon-
ment of said seasonal agency by posting notice 
tor at least ten (10) days in a consp1cuous place 
at said station ot Dutch Flat. 

(3) Applicant shall continue said station as a non-
agency station. 

(4) ~ess-than-car1oad tre1ght shipments shall be 
stored under lock and key in the Company's ware-
house, the key thereto to be obtained trom a 
custodian located at or near said stat1on~ a 
not1ce to be maintained at the warehouse advis-
ing the Shippers where the key can be secured. 

(5) Applicant shall, within thirty (30) days there-
atter, notity this Comcission, in writing, ot 
the abandonment herein author1zed and or 1ts com-
pliance w1 th the condi t10ns hereo! ... 

(6) The authorizat1on herein granted shall lapse and 
become vo1d 1t not exerc1sed with1n one (k) year 
trom the date hereof, unless tu=ther time is 
granted by subsequent order. 

IT IS HEREBY FURTHER ORDERED that app11cant is author-

1zed to discontinue the practice ot heating and lighting the 

waiting roam at this station between the hours ot 7:00 A.M. to 

6:00 P~. during the six months~ period beginn1ng November 1st 

ot each year and ending April 30th or the tollowing year. 

The authority herein granted shall become e~ect1ve 

on the date hereof. 
Dated at San FranciSCO, California, th1s R#/ day ot 

~~~. 
~ 7~ . ~.~~ 
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