In the Matter of the Application of

(a) SOUTEERN PACIFIC CONPANY for
authority to close 1ts agency at Aptos
Station, Courty of Santa Cruz, State of
California, during the period November
15th %o May 15%h, inclusive, of each year,
and (b) Rallway Express Agenmcy, Inc., for
euthority to close its agency at said
Station during the said period November
15%h to May 15th, inclusive, of esch year.

Application No. 18083.

BY TEE COMMISSION:

Southera Pacific Company, e corporation, joined by the
Rallway Express Agency, Inc., & corporation, on April 7, 1932,
epplied for authority to close their Joint ageney at Aptos Station,
in Sante Cruz County, State of Califormia, during & six months
period beginning November 15th of each year and ending the following
15th day of iey.

Accompanying the application is a comparative statement

&owing the amount of business tramsacted by the Southern Pacific

Company at said station during the two years'period ending December
31, 1931, as follows:

Ttems Year 1930 Year 1931

Passenger Tickets Sold, 392 419
Number of Less-than-carload shivments

Recelved, 811 491
Number of Less-than-carload shipments

Forwarded, 14l
Number of Carload Shipments Received, 139 67
Numder of Carload Shipments Forwarded, 119




Railway Express Agency, Inc., revenue during the year
1931 for all express shipments forwarded and received at iptos
emounted to 35,126.76. In the past Southera Pacific Corpeny's
agent hes ected as express sgeat at this point on & comdssion
dasis. Rallwey Express Agency, Inc., alleges that no outside
party 15 avallable to kendle the'agency in case Southern Pacific
Company should be permitied +to withdraw its agent in view of

the smell amount of remuneration during the period the station

is proposed to be closed.

A study of the record shnows that nearly 70 per cent
of the reilroad revemuve and 87 per cent of the express revenue
over a year's perlod is revenue received during the six months?'
period from May l6th to November l4th, imclusive. A

It is alleged in the appliceation that the nearest
agency to the west of Aptos is Copitole, located a distance of
3.1 miles, and Tatsonville to the east, 10.6 miles; thet the
seasonal abandonment of sald agency will not involve the abandon-
nent of any facilities; that the station will be continued as =&
non-agency station; and, that in applicants' opinion the continued
naintenance of thé agency is not necessary for the bdusiness of
applicents or for the public.

Californie Tarm Zureau rederation, on April 12, 1932,
cignified in writing that it does not object to the granting of
this spplication.

A nmember of the Transportetion Division of the Commission's
Englneering Department has mede en investigation of the matter
and his report shows that interested shippers =nd receivers of

frelght end express business at Aptos have indicated thet they will
not oppose the grenting of this application.
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Southern Pacific Company has indicated that if the
application is granted, it plans to take care of the less-than-
carload shipments by storing them in the warehouse under lock
and key, and that the company's telephone, located outside of
the depot, is to be made svailedle o patrozs to communicate

th the agent at Watconville for the puxrpose ol orderimg cears,
obtaiaing information or for any other rallroad dusiness.

It appears that a pudblic hearing is not necessary herein
snd that the application should be gremted; therelore,

IT IS EEREBY ORDERED that Southern Pacific Compeany and

Railway Ex?reés Agency, Iic.,'respectively, are hereby authorized

to close thelr egencies at Aptos, located on Southern Pacific Com~
pany's Santa Cruz Branch of its Coast Division, iz Santa Cruz County,
California, from spproximetely November 1S5th of each year U0 approx=
imately Mey 15th of the following yeer, and to chenge their respec-
tive records and variffs accordingly, subject to the following

econditions:

(1) The seasonal abandonment of this agency chall not
result ia arn inerease in fare for Southern Pacific
Company passengers bvoarding trein at thic point.

Southern Pacific Coxpeny shall operate seaid station
of Aptos as a nom—agency station during the time the
agency is not maintained.

Southern Paclific Company shell store less—then-car-
load shipments under lock and key in the company's
warehouse and the railroed telephone located at .
This station shall de available o patromns. The
keys to both warehouse and telephone shall be obtain-
able Irom a custodian located near safd station,
notice of which shall be maintained =t doth warehouse
and teéephone advising shippers where keys can be
secured.

Upon the seasonal c¢losing Rellway Zxpress Agency shall
continue to handle exprecs shipments moving into or
out ol said point, provided they are tendered %0 or
recelved by express messenger at car &oor on trains
stopplng at said point.
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applicants shall each year notify the pudlic ten
(10) days in cdvance of the closing of said agency
by posting a notlice in a conspicuous location at
caid statiorn, and also so advise this Commission,

applicants shall eech year, within ten (10) deys
alfter the date of closing said agency, notify the
Commission, in writing, that said agenecy hes been
elosed.

Applicents shall within thirty (30) days thereafter
notify this Commission,in writing, of the ebandonment
berein authorized snd of their compliance with the
conditions hereof.

The authorization herein granted shall lapse and
become vold if not exercised within ome (1) yeer
from the date hereo?, unless further time is granted
by subseguent order.

The authority herein granted shall become effective
on the dete hereof.

Dated at San Francisco, Califoraia, this ;1375!

day of » 1932,
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