Decizion No.

,AFORE THE RAILROAD COMMISSION OF THE STATE OF CALIFCRINIA

In the Matter of the Application

of PETALUMA AND SANTA ROSA RATIL-
ROAD COMPANY to discontinue
rassenger service between Sanfta Rose,
Sebastopol, Petaluma and Forestville,
Sonome County, Californiz.

Application No. 18089.
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E. J. Foulds, for Applicant.

WHITSELL, COMMISSIONER:

CPINICN

In this proceeding Petaluma ond Santa Rosa Rallroaed

Company requests permission to discomtinue all passenger service
between Scata Rosa, Sebastopol, Peteluxe and Foresiville, Sozoma
County, Californiz.

A public hearing wes held iz this maiter om lia 24,
19%2, in Petalumz, at whick time the matter was duly submitted.

Petaluwma zné Serte Rosz Rellroad Company operates an
electric railroad beiween Petalume, Schastopol and Santa Rosa with
a branch to Forestville, over which both frelght and passenger
traffic are hendled. The company also operates a freight service
on 1%ts Two Rock brench and a voat service detween Petaluna and
Sen Francisco.

Tr eddition to passengers, the company handles express
on its ovn accoumnt on its passenger itraims. At the hearing, the

apolication was amended o include the abandonmen® of this express

sexrvice. .}['




Applicant showed by Exhibits No. 1 and No. & that the
amournt of yassenger business nas reduced to such an extent that
the revenuwes now received are nmaterlslly less than the out-of-pocXet
cost of operation. Tor the year 1931, the total passenger revenue
emounted to $27,557.46, whereas the expense of performing ihe
passenger cervice, including taxes, amownted %o $39,227.05. The
pascenger operations taus resulied in ar out-of-pocket loss of
311,669.59 Tor that year. TFor the first three months of 1932, the
passenger operzticas resulted in a loss of $2,487.58. In the
event that pazssenger service ic withdrawz 1t will be necessary o
abandon the express service rendered by the company.

Apoplicant pointed out that an application has been filed
with the Commission by an independent operator seeking a certificate
of public convenience and necesslity ©o operate avtomoiive stage
service through the territory served by applicent end if this is
cranted and the service ipaugurated the commuxitics 207 served by
applicant will not ve deprived of public trensportation through
the_abandonment of applicant's pacssenger service.

Certain citizens of the communities mede statenents In
protest of the abandonment of passenger service applied for on the
grounds that such abandonment would be detrimental.

T4 is fully eppreciated that railroed passenger service

i1s an asset o the coxmunities, but 1% must ve borze in mind that

the gyplicant canmot reasonably be required 4o continue to teke the

lozses ineurred by rendering vhis service. A review of the records

shows +that public convenience and necessity does no+t at this time
justify the continued operation of sald passenger and express

service and that the application should ve graated.




The following form of Qrder is recomxended:

A publiec hearing having deen held, the matier belng under
submission and znow ready rfor decision,

IT IS EXREEY ORDERZD that Petalume and Sente Rosa Railroad
Company be and i+t is heredy granted suthority to abendon and dis-
continue the operation of passenger and express service on 1ts lines
of railroad between Petoluma, Sebastopol, Santa Rosa and Foresiville,
in the County of Sonomm, State of Californie, and to cancel, in con-

rormity with the rules of the Commission, ell passenger and express

tarifts end time schedules between sald points subdbject, however, o

“he following conditions:

1. Applicant shall give not less then ten(10) days' notice
to %the publicol the abandonment of saild passexger and
expresc service by posting notlice in its passenger cars
cnd at all stations alfected.

2. Applicent shall, within thirty (30) days therealter
notisy %+his Commission, in writing, of the abandonment
of the passenger cervice nerein authorized and of its
compliance with the conditions hereofl.

The auithorization herein grented shall lapse and
become void if not exercised within one (1) year frox
+he date hereos unless further time is granted by
subsequent order.

The Toregoing Opinion and Order is hereby approved and
ordered filed as the opinion and order of the Railroad Comnisslon of
the State of Calilornis.

The effective date of this order shall be ten (10) days
~rom %he éate hereol.

Dated at San Francisco, Califoraia, this 3{0/ day of
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