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B]20RE T:!E:. R..'tI!..ROA!) Cm:~:rsSION OF THE STATE OF CAUFOPlrrA 

I!l the 1:a tter or the Appl.ice.tioIl 
o~ PET.AI.'WTL AND S~'Tj. ROSA R.UI.-

) 
) 
) 

ROAD C01:PAl-i"Y to d.iscontinue } 
passenger service between s~t~ Rosa,) 
Sebasto:po~, Petalu:ma end. Forestv.Llle, ) 
Sonoma Cou.n.ty, Cal.itornia. ) 

--------------) 

z. J _ FouJ.c.s, for Applicant. 

Vi.SITSEtI.., COMM!SSION.E:R:: 

In this proceeding Petaluma end Santa ?osa Railroad 

Company :-eque:::ts l'emiss1on to discontinue eJ.J. passenger service 

bemoon Sc.:l.ta. ?osa., Sebastopol, Petalim.O. and Forestville, So:.o= 

County, Cal.ifo:-:o.ia.. 

A public hearing ~as held in this matter on ~ay 24, 

1932, in ?etalu.ma, s:t which time the ma.tter wa-s duly subtlitted. 

Petaluma end Senta Bosa Railroad CompanT operates an 

electric railroad be~een Petal~, Seb~s~opo~ and s~ta ~osa with 

a branch to Forestville, over which both freight and passenger 

tro.tt'ic are handled.. The co~pany also operates a ~reignt service 

on its Two Rock branch a::.d a boat service between ?etalUI:lEl. and 

San Francisco. 

In. addition to passengers, the COm.:prulY handles express 

on its own ac~ount on its passenger trains. At the hearing, the 

app~ication was ~ended to incluae the abandonment or this express 

serVice. ./ 
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Applicant showed by Exhibits No .. ~ anCi. No .. 2 that the 

runow:t or passenger business has reduced to such an extent that 

the revenues now received are materially ~ess than the o~t-or-poeket 

cost ot operation.. For the year 1931, the 'total passenger reventte 

a:noun ted to $27,557.46, i1hereas the expense o~ per:torminS the 

passenger ::ervice, inclu.ding taxes, OJ:!lotmted to ~9 ,22.7.05. The 

passe:l.ger operations t~us resulted. in an ou:t-o~-poeket 10$$· o-r 

~11~6Q9.59 '~or that year. ~or the first three months or ~9S2, the 

passenger ope~tio~s resulted in a loss o-r $2,487.58. In the 

event that passenger serVice is w:i. thdravm it vr.lll be neces.sary to 

abandon the express service renC!.ere.d by the company. 

Applicant pOinted out that an application has been tiled 

wi th the Commission by an independent operator see.king a eert11"1cate. 

o~ p~bl1c convenience and necessit7 to operate a~tomot~ve stage 

servioe thxo~Gh the territory served by app~1~t and if this is 

granted and the service inaugurated the communities no~ served by 

ap:plicant wil~ not oe deprived of: public t=e.nsportation through. 

th.e abandonmen't of' applicant's passenger serviCe.. 

Certain citizens of the co~unities made statenents in 

p:-otest of the abandomnen.t ot passenger service al'l'11ed t'or on the 

srounds that such abandonment wo~~ be detrimental. 

It is tully appreciated that railroad passenger service 

is an asset. to the con:mun:i. ties, but it must be borne in m1nd that 

the e;o-o11c-aIl t Ca:l!l.ot reaso":le.b~y be :'eCiuired to continue to take the .. -
losses incurred by rendering this service .. A reView ot the records 

shows that pu.blic 'convenience and necessi.ty does. not a.t this time. 

justify the continued operation of said pass~ger and express 

service and that the application should be ~ted. 



N • 
~he tollo~nG ~o~ o~ Order is reeo~ended: 

O::tD~R -----

A ~ub11e hearinG having oeen held, the matter being un~er 

sub~ssion and no~ ready tor decision, 

!T IS h.£ .. iZBY ORD:ER3D that ?etaJ.1.U:'A and Santa Rosa Railroad 

Company be and it is herei:ly granted authority to abandon and dis-

continue the operation ot passen.ger and express service. on 1 ts: lines 

o~ railroad between Petaluma, Seoasto?ol, Santa Rosa and Forestv1lle, 

in the County- ot SonotIa, State of C~lifo::n1a.) and to cancel, in eon­

~ormi~ with the rules or the Comcission, all ~assenger and expresc 

te.ntts end time sch.eduJ.es oet't'Teen said :points. subject, however, to 

the rollo't'T~ conditions: 

1. Applicant sh~ give not less the.:c. ten( 10) days' notice 
to the publlc-of' the aband.onment of said passe:::.ger a:::td 
express service by posting notice in its passenger oars 
cd a.t all stations a:rt'ectec!. .. 

2. A~,licc.nt s~, within thirty (30) days the:::eatter 
noti.".~ this Co:nmiss1on, in wr1 ting, ot tho abando!l!llen.t 
of the passenger service herein authorized and o~ its 
compliance ...... i th. the c:ondi ttons. hereof". 

3. The autho~izat1on herein G~tea c~l lu~=e and 
become void it" not exercised. wi th1n one (1.) year !'rOn: 
the d~te hereor unlezz further t~e is s=anted by 
sub se q,uen t order. 

The foregoine Opinion and Order is hereby approve~ and 

ordered filed as the opinion a!lcl order of the Ra11=oad Co=nissLon of' 

the state o~ California. 

The e~fective date of this order shall be ten (10) days 

f~o~ the date hereo~. 

Dated at Sen 3'rancisc.o, California., this .:lId day ot" 

1932. 
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