AN
Decision No. 2,-*. o L

BEFORZ THEE RATLROZD COMUISSION OF TEE STATE OF CALIFORNIA

Iz the Matter of Applicetion of
SOUTHERN PACIFIC CQURLNY for ax
oxder requiring the alteratiorn
of overhead highway crossing No.
L=19.3=4 Over the tracks of
Southern Paciflic Company approxi-
nately 2,100 feet northezst of
Glent Sta.tion, Californiz, and
ellocating the expense ‘therect
in such msaner &s the . cqmi.,sion
shell £ind reassonsble.. o

Application Nq. 17626.
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_"'ould.. Hobbs and msrers, by R. S. Nyers,
for Applicant.

J. F. Hoey, District Lttormey, for County
ot Contrz Costa, Protestant.

James M. Lomg, for First Snpervi.sori&l Dis=-
trict of Contre Costa Couvxty,
Protestent.

Timming and Delap, by T. H. DeI.a‘p, fox
Glent Powder Company.

BY THE COMISSTION:

 CRINIOX

In this procgéd.ing Southern Pecific Compeny seeks an
order requiring the clterztion of the highway overhead cross-
ing witk its mainx line tracks located spproximately 2,100 feet
north of the Station of Giant, County of Comtre Coste, State of
Californiz.

Public heerings were held on March 29tk end Apﬂl
23x¢, 1932, at Martinez, before Examiner Johnson, at whaleh time
the matter was submitted, with the option of the partlies to file
briefs in thirty days, which beve not been Liled.
| Southern Pecific Compeny’s Gouble track line (Ogden
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Route} pesses through the wnincorporated district of Glemt,
located between the Gity of Richmond nd the Town of m'.nole‘;
in Contra Coste County. 4 wooden highvway bﬁ&ge is construct-
ed over this doudle track lime &t & point apprémately 2,100
feet nori:heas‘t of Glant Station 2xné is design&ted ‘ﬁ:n the Com--
missfon's records &s Crossing No. A-19.3-A. The record shovrs; |
that this bridge was constructed &3 & private cros*ing at the
time the railroed was duflt ix 1878. Subsequently, by & decree
of couxrt dated December 20, 1891, (Exhibit No. 5). the roel
crossing the raflroad at this poinf- w2S aeclared.. & public rosd.

The Gient Powder Company plent is located between
Glent Stetion and the overhesd bridge involved Lereln end west
off the railroad. ‘I’he county road connecting witk the dbridge
ends & short distance west of the raflrocad and serves severel
dwellings and S; picnle perk known as Giant Park.

Lt Ci=pt Station & private roesd crosses the railroad

2t grade, whick servec the Giant Powder Company. The Atchisom,
Topeks and Senta Fe Railwey Company's track s Iocated & com-
sidersble d;isi;ezncé east of the Southern Pacific tracks. The
stete highway rumning between mébmona an€ Mertinez Ls located
approxinately one-halr mile east cu‘. the Santa Te tmck. Two
conmections are m&e with the state highmy from bothk the over-
head bridge and tb.e gra&e crossing with the Scuthern Pacific
referred to above, one dy way of & pudlic road running I.n 2z
gererzl southerly direction from the overhesd bn&ge conneét-
fze with the state highway fn The vicinity of the Town of Saz
Padlo & distance of & 1ittle more thax two mi.les and the other
by wey of a road rm.i.ng in a general ea..terly direction :tron
the overhead bridge to the state highway a2 distence of abc:r.‘!:

one anﬁ one~halfl miles. The general location of these. roaas

ana. crossing is shown on a map £1led as Exhibit No. 10. 'me
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record shows that the overhead bridge imvolved herein heas de-
preciated to & point WheTe 1t should de replaced. At the proc-
ext time signs are maintzined at either end of the dDridge for-
bmding the movemernt of heavy loads ovexr It. IFurthermore, it
wm accommodate dut one line of traffic and hes steep grades
of epproach. |

At the present time many trucks heavy-laden with
explosives are required to use the private grede crossing &t
GLlant Statiox, whereas, 1f the overhead structure was adequate,
these trucks could use it and thus bYe diverted from this grale
crossing, theredy eliminating & serious potential md. By
the use of either the overhead bridse or the grade crossing,
access can be had to the state higaway by exizting publiic roads.
Applicent proposes that a new timber structure be consiructed
with a drivewzy or‘twelve feet and with light grades o:f gpproach
'~ to Teplace the existing bridge. It is estimated that & struc-
ture of this type would cost $5-01?. 4 bridge providing a road-
wey twenty feet in width 1s estimated to cost approximately
£8,500. 'mxe C:ounty objected to the plam of recomstruction of
the bridge ox the ground thet it was moTre economical to repair
the p*esen't smcture at 1ittle cost to accommodate the light
mrtic, elthougk it was conceded by Its witmess that an inspec-—
1oz of the existing structure hed not been made by tre County
and that the report of sta condition mzde by the raflroad’s engl-
neer was reasonebly correct. )

nom the record, i't sppears to the cm:.s:.on that the
present structure is depreciated to sxch ax extent that it showld
be repla.ced. ,

With respect to the proper width of d&rivewsay, Wo have
ror comsideration two plans, one of whick provides for & ome-way
drivewsxy twelve feet wide and The other a two-way driveway twen‘tyj
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feet in width. The inea:ease iz cost for the wider siructure
would be approximately 4{;3,500. It is reasonasble to assume that
41T & one-may dridge i= ,construc'ced; trucks carrying powder woulld
be discoursged from using the overhead and they would continmue
to use the priva.ta' grode crossing at Gient Station. Further-
more, i & two-wey bridge is constructed, it would be‘oxpected.
that the Powder Company would close 1its private road to these
trucks end theredy require them to use the overkead bridge.
However, the advantage would scerue not only to the _pow&er
trucks dut aiso to the gemerzl travelling pudblic desiring to
cross the railroed, in allowing a free flow of trarric; An ed-
ventage wonld result also to the railroad by having thé poten=
tisl hazard of the powder truck traffic removed from the Giant
Station grade crossing. Lfter carefully comsidering the record
in this proceeding; it is concluded the? the overhead dridge
should be replaced with one to accommodate two lanes of trafiic;
in otker words, of & width of approximatély 'cwen‘cy feet.
Applicant asks that the Commission meke & dlvistom
of cost of this impwrovement as between it and the Cownty. The
County contends that because of the fact the original struc-
ture was b'cciit by the railroed it should beer the extire cost
of any replacement. It eppears, however, that & responsidbility
rests with both appliéa.n‘t and the County to provide & safe and
convenient overhead structure for the passage of vehicles end
ther road traffic over the reilroed a¥ this point and these
respénsibmties,are reasonebly equal. We are convinced, alfter
e veview of the record, that the existing nexrow overhead bridge
should be repleced by & structure substentlally in accordence
with the plan shown in Exhibit No. & except that & rosdwey wmm

of anpro::imately tmm:y teet should be provided in.,tead of the
width of twelve feet as showz on seaid exhidit and that the cost




of construction should be borme equally bj‘ applicent and the
County of Comtra Costa. It will be so ordere&;

ORDER

Zpplication, as entitled above, having deen £1led
with this C:omi.s sion, public hearings having bDeen held thereon,
the matter heving beern suvbmitted and being now ready ror deci~
siom,

It iz Hereby E.'ou_nd as a Fact that the overhead highe-
way bridge'northi ol Gia.z:i.t_ Station on the limes of &ppllcant
should he replaced by & safe and adequate structure. /

IT IS EEREBY ORDERED that Southern Pacific Compeny de
end it 1S hereby &iTected to replace the existing overhead cross—
ing of its tracks at e locatlion approximetely 2,100 Teet north-
oast of Glant Station., County of Comtra Costa ’ end designatea a3
Crossing No. £-19.5=A by an. overhead bridge substantially I
accordance with the plax shown 1in Exhidit § in this proceedmg,
sudbject, however, To the condition that said overhead };ﬂdge
shell have & width of driveway not less then twenty CzOt} feet. |
Detailed plexs shall be prepared by the Southorn Pacific COmpany
and submitted to the Commission for epproval withinm sixty c60)
days from the date of this Order.

IT IS SEREEY FURTHER ORDERED thet the cost nf con—
struction of seid overhead bridge end the removal of the exist~
ing structure skall be divided egumally betwecn Southern Reciflc
Company end the Commaty of Comtre Costa; that the physical con=
struction work sb.e.ll be performed by the said Southern Paclfic
Compaxys; the_i: the County of Contra Coste is heredy di:ect-e@ to
pey to Southern .?aicific Company, from any funds aveilable there-
for in the treasury of said County &t the exd of eack calendar

month during the progress of said work, an emount eguel to ome-
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hall of the expenditures made on or in conmection with seid work
and, withip thirty (30) days sfter the final completioz; o sald
project, such further sum as to make the aggregate poyments here-
wnder by the County eqivalent to one-~half of the entire cost

of szld profect. I sufficient funds are not available to enable
the County to meke the peyments in Ifuil at the timesz znd to the
pexrty herein specified, the County of Contra Costa is heredy &i-
rected, through its appropriete boards, officers and employeés
entrusted with the levy and collection of taxes, to do 2l acts
neceésary to include Vin the next succeeding tax 'Ie:v'y an emount
sutficient to pay the =um duxe under the provisions in this Order,
with interest thereox from the date or dates on which safid amount
or amounts become dwe and paysbdble, calceulated at the rate of

six Cé} pexr cent per ammum, and to collect the same and there~- .
upon“tc": ray over to said Southern Facific Company such sum as

to meke the eggregate peyments by the County hereunder equive—

lext to ome-=-half of the cost of sald project plus Interest as

abvove provided.;

IT IS mmsr FU'RTER ORDERED that the expense or oain-
uain.f.::g 't:her.t por’tion of ...a.:td; cverhead. bridge, wrich might be
referred to &s the swbstracture, whichk wiil include round:&tionz,

cotings, dents or pf.ers up to the underside of the h:[gkm
supporting structure, ebutments and retaining walls shall be
borne by applicant. The remainder of the maintensnce of seld
structure, or the supérstmcture , inclmding Lloox besms, Toad-
vy end rﬁ:’.lings,‘ sbﬁll be borne by the County of éonm Ccosta.

IT IS EEREBY FURTEER ORDERED that Sowthern Pacific
Compeny shell notify this Commission, im Writing, within thirty
(30} Gays thereafter, of the completion of construction of seld
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overhead Wridge herelimbefore directed.
Foxr all other purposes, the effective date of this

Order shall bde twenty (20) days from end after the date hereor.
Dated at Sex Francisco, Cali:t'ornia this 2:2 dey of
.Tmze, 193.'::.

Ol Seinn,
. Wﬂ,
£ / le




