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Decision No. 34.:3‘:{_ {

BEFORE THE RAILROAD CQMMISSION OF TER STATE OF CALIFORNTAL

In the Matter of the Application of
COUNTY OF LOS ANGELES and CITY OF
ARCADIZL for. order emthorizing cross-
ing U separated grade at Orange
Avenue end right of way of Atchison,
Topeka & Sante Fe Rallway in the
City of Arcsdie.

. Application"
No. 17867, |,

n Weet® Sl Yol N Vol N Ypg”

‘Talter D. Dunn, for the Clty of Arcadis, Lpplicant,
d. B. lcXesson, for County of Los dngeles, Applicant,
¥. W. Reed for The Atchison, Topeks & Santa Fe
~_Rallwey Compeny, Protestant, .
W. Fleet Palmer, City Attorney for City of donrovie,
Interested Party. , '
3Y THE COMMISSION:

CPINION

The CIty of Arcadiz and the County of Los dngeles
Tiled the above emtitled Joint epplication with this Come
‘mission requesting authority to conétmct Orange Lvenue
at sepexated grades under the iracks of The Atchison,
Topeks and Sente Fe Railway Compery in the city of Lrcadis,
Comaty of Los Angelos. | - |

& pﬁbli-c hearing on this application was conducted
by Examiner Eendford zt Los Angeles on May 10, 1932, at
Walch time the matter was duwly submitted.

Orenge Avenue extends 1n an easterly and westerly
direction through +the C:itj of Arcedis, the westerly temigﬁs

be:.hg 2t Colorado Stxeet end the easterly ‘tei':;x:tnua- at & poi.ﬁt

oast of the City df}zz'onroﬁa, excepting for a distence of
soﬁe 500 feet whic;h involves the proposed éro'ssﬁng; Buant~
ington Drive, the mein strset thrdue:h 4rcadie, s perallel
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To and spproximately 2000 Teet south of Orange .&venua. Santa
Arnita Avenue, extending in & north and south d.irecuion, inter-
sects Qrenge Aveme at & point epproximately 300 :Ceet east o:t
the proposed cro*sing. Huntington Drive connects vritfn C:olo:ado
Street, which extends through the City of Pasadena to ‘Glendaie,
at a polnt approximately 1600 feet west of Santa Anfta '.&vénuo.
'Orange Avenue intersects Colorade Street st o point epproximstely
one-helf mile west of the proposed cross\ing;":he single track
medn line of the Sante Fe extends in s generel southeasterly
a.nd northvresterly direction at the proposed point of crossing
with Oreamge 4venue. '

&tr‘the Present time, Orange Avenué‘ﬁ Iz constructed between
Colorade Street and the Santae Fe 'c:acks and easterly rrom Se.nta

.A.mt‘ta Avenue, The City of Arcadfe and the County of Los Ane;eles

DOW propose 10 construct QOranze iLvenue roz:ty Teet In width
westerly from Santsa Anita Avenue, wnder the tracks of the Semta
Fe, to connect with the alregdy cons tructad portion of Oranaer
Avemme west of the track. The plan contemplates carrying the
rogdwey wnder the track of The Atehison, ‘l'opeka &nd Sante. Fe
Rallwey Company, the tracks t0 be supported ’by e*teel e;i.rder*
and concrete abutnents.
‘The business center of Arcadia is adjacent to Eun.tington
Drive east of Sants Anite Avenue. A4t the preqem time, & heavy
 vehicular traffic from Los 4ngeles, Pa.se.dena,. Glendale and
westerly poin.té: travels ovex Colorado Street exd Huntington
Drive to the point vrwhere the two streets converge into HZmt~-
ington Drive immediately west of Santa Anftse Avenue, thénde
along Euxitingtozi Drive through the CIty of Arcadia to & cone
nection with Poothill Bowleverd mear Glendors. A4 traffic
check teken at the Intersection of Colorade Stroet and
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Buntington Drive on Sunday, Jenuery 10ta, 19%2, shows x total
'iohicula:: traffic on Euntington Drive east of the intersection
of apgroxmatew 46, ooo vericles.

Representative of the CLty of Arcadia testifield that the
traffic congestiorn on Huntingtor Drive through the business sec-
tion of Arcadie on Seturdeys, Sundeys and holideys was serious
end that fher‘ opeﬁing of Orange Avenue tarough to Colorado Street
would relieve this simat‘ion. The heavy traffic now moving along
Huntington Drive in ircadia must cross the seme Semte Fe track
.herein invoivéd at the intersection of Huntington Drive and Second
Avenue. Any traffic whilch_ would be diverted thTough the proposed
snbwaﬁr, i constructed, woﬂd be reliéved of the necessity ‘o: Cross~
iﬁs the Santa Fe track at sald point. The ’:'ce‘cord shows that the
majoriﬁy opin:ton of those who testified was that a sthstantial por=-
tion of the 'ti'ar:ic now using Euntington Drive would usé Orange
Avenue to reach COlo::ado Street.

Ore.ne;e Avenue has been desigrnated by the Los .&ngelc...
comnty Regiopeg Planning Commission as & major traffic artery
and 1t is pian‘.xzeﬁ. to extend Orznge Avenue éasterly to & com=. |
nection with Féothi;.l Bouleverd mear Glendora at some future
time. The recoxd shows that $237,000. has been expended for
the development and improvement oI ::odds through the. Baidwin‘
Ranch end thet the extension of Orenge Avemue is a part of
this devélopmenfb. The .Coun‘cy or Ios V.'e\'ngeles is aow construct-
ing Se:a.‘ta_ﬁnma; Avenue northerly into .the mountains for & dis-
tance of aj}prcxizéa'ceiy three niles and the plan provides that
this extension will comtizue end will uwltimetely sexve as &
route to Pgmdale and Mo Jave. TUndowbtedly when this exten-
sion is completed, traffic will be attracted throngh the

proposed grafe seperation.




The normal reil traffic over the line imvolved herein
consisté of ten passernger trains, one moté: and two freisght
grains daily. The speed for passenger traine in this terri-
toery is approximately 35 niles per hour. The re;presentat'ivea
of the failway compeny took the position thet _‘cﬂe "Subway was
not economically jJustiffed at this time; tha.t the sepgaéation

ot‘gr&des should at .'Léas‘c be deferred to such time &z Orgnge

m}énue- would becone a through artery end th&f the '_::ail:'road.v-
| company should not be required to bear auny part of the cos&,’
Inasmuch as 1t was their opinion that the sep‘aration'did. not
eliminate any grade créssings; that it wes con;x‘eétux.e as fo
the amownt of traffic which would de dive::ted‘. from Emtington
Drive to Orange lxx.venue\; end that, in so far as the raillroad
was concerned, no benerits woulq; be derived from the con=
struction of sald separation of grades. |

The matter of immediate direct financial bemefits is
not the sole test in the detexmination of the respec“;ivé por=
tions which the railrog@ and the public_ sho'uld cont:r’ibuté |
toward the cost of such an improvement. In a.pportioning the
cost of comstructing this separation of g‘:a.desate'cwem égpli-?
cants énd the rallroad ccmpany, due consideration should de
given to the oblligatioz; of each party, as well as to the
benefits derived. :;1;. should be rocognized that thev rallroad
has e continusl obligation to participate in the matter of
constructing end maintaining reasonable and adequate Cross=—
ings over its tracks, potk at srade’ and at sgpara.ted grades.
This obligation 15 inherent, notwifhstanding the foct that

the trallic on the reilroad may inecresse or decrease.
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The‘LoslAngeles County's estimated cost of constructing
said subway is'$74,340., which provides for a single track siruct-
ure and includes roadway pavement (40 feet in width) and curbs.
The Sente Fe estimated the cost of comstructing a single track
structure at $63,367. and the cost of a double track at:uctur&
at $95,175. The Santa Fe representative testiffed that,'in hi#
opinibn, it woqld‘be reagsonadle t0 construct a singleft:ack
structure at the present time, assessing‘the/enxire cosf,or sexme
t0 the dpplicants with the understanding that <he roilroad com-
pany would béar the entire ¢ost of doudble tracking,the structure,
estimated at $27,782., when same became necessar&'in'thd future.
The record shows thét there is no immediate necessity for d&uble
Track and such facilities may not become mecessary for a long
time 4z the future. Therefore, it appears.rgasonabié to con~
“giruct a single track struciture at this time. |

The Lbs dngeles County Grade Crossing Committe recom-
mended the construction of a gradé separation at this point.

'Arter careruliy considering all of the evidénce‘in this
proceediﬁg, it 13 concluded that public convenience gnd necessitﬁﬁ%;
will be sudbserved by the opening of Orangé.xye;ueg‘as p&oposed
herein urnder the track of The Atchison, Topeka and Santa FQ,Bainay

Compeny, end it appears reasonsble for the railwey company to beer

20% of the cost of constructing sald grade separation exclusive

of paving costB.

Tho CLity of Arcedia and the County of Los Angeles
having filed the above entitled application, & pudlie hearing
hevicg been held and the Commission being fully apprised of
the racts; |




IT IS EEREBY ORDERED that the City of Arcadism and the

County of I‘.qs" ingeles ere hereby authorized to comstruct Orange

Avenve at Separa‘ced grades under the trzck of The Atchison,

Topeka and Senta Fe Reilway Company in the City of Arcadie,

County of Los Angeles, at tae location more _'oarticularly des~

cribed in the application and substantially in accordence with

end as shown by the plan (Exhibit "A"), attached to the appli-

cation, except to provide for sing,ier' track in 1lfeu of doudle

track shown thereon, subject to the following conditions:

L.

2.

The above crossing shall be fdentificd as Crossing
No. 2=124£.5~B.

The Atchison, Topeka & Senta Fe Reilway Compeany
shell bear 20% of the expense of constructing
seld subway, exclusive of paving cost, anéd the
remeining oxpense chell be borme by applicents.

The expense of mainteining the trseck snd super-
structure shall be dorne by The Atchison, Topeka
and Septa Fe Railway Company. The expense of
2eintaining substructure, drzinsge, pavement
and lights, together with any o*her expense in-
cident to the maintenence of this wndergrade
¢rossing, shell be borre by epplicants.-

fpplicants shall file, prior to .the commencement
of construction, & set of plans for said undere

.erade crossing, showing the proposed separation

in plan and elevation, together with roadway
widihs, approach grades, cleargnces, drainage
and lighting facilities, which Plans have dbeen
approved by The Atchison, Topeka & Sante Fe
Reilway Company or beer a statement showing why
The Atchison, Topeks end Senta Fe Rallwey Com~
Paxy refuses to approve. : '

Sald crossing shall be constructed with clear-
ances conforming to the provisions of our Gepe
eral Order No. 26-C. '

4pplicent shall, within thirty (30) days there-
“er, n0tify this Commission, iz writing, of
the completion of the instellation of s8id

crossing and of its compliepce with the cone
¢itions hereof. - _ :

The é.uthorization herein gremted shell lapse
and become void if not exercised within one
(1} yeer from the date hereof unless further-
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time Is grented by subsequent order.

For all other purposes, the effective date of this

order shall be trenty (20) days fraw and after the date
herect. o

Dated at Sen Francisco, Calirornia, this 2-2 =
dey of Iune 1932, |
¥
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