Decision No. 24924

BEFORE THE RAILROAD COMMISSION OF THE STATE OF CALIFORNIA.

In the Mstter of the Investigation
on the Commission's Own Motion into
the sufficlency of the service pro-
vided the City of Sscramento dy the
Pacific Gas and Zlectric Company
through the operation of its street
transportation system in Sacramento.

Case No. 3259.
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C. P, Cutten, for the Pacific Gau-&.Electrié conpany.
o He Jaqueth, Engineer, Plamning and Trarric,
for the City of Sacramento.

STEVENOT, COMMISSIONER:
0PIXNIO N

The sbove entitled proceeding was instituted on the ‘
Comission's own motibn, pursvant %o & request Lroxm the City of
Sacramento, as evideﬁced by its Resolution No. 37, dated April
28th, 1932, to make & study of the tranvportation neodv of the
ity of Secramento end 1f it were found that changes should bo
made in the service as now provided by the Pacific Ges and Electric
Compeny, the cOmpahy be directed to make such changes. |
A public hearing was held in this matter at Sacrea-

zento oz June 15th, 1932 at which time the mavter was taken under

subnlissione.

Pacific Gas end Electric Compeny operates the local

street transportation system, consisting of both street car: and
dbus lines, in the City of sacramento. In general the street car

lines serve the: business and older vortions oL the city, while




street transportation to the new districts, primarily residential

sections, is provided through the operation of dus lines,

The purpose of this investigation was to prescribe
& suitadle transportation system for the entire city with dQue
consideration to present day conditions, including the volume of
traffic now carried by the company with :esultins revenue and what
nay be expected under other methods of operatioxn. |

In cénnection with,thié investigation We H. Gorman,
one of the Commisslon™s engineers, made & detﬁiled study of the
street transportation needs of the city gnd-his Teport was presented,
&2 the Commission's Exh;bit No. 1. In this:report it is recommendod‘
that certein changes be made in the street transportation systexn |
through a rearr&nsemsnx of both cexr line° and bus lines. There are
tThree chenges proposed in the rail operation and eight. changes
bus operation. - The new plan is desigred %o provide transpo:tation
to certain well developed sections which are now without reasonable
service and eliminste operation whick anpears-to be in excess or
thet now required to meet public convenience and mecessity. It 1s

estimeted that the operating expenses will be slighktly redtcod_

. through the carrying out of the proposed plan. This plen, however,
contexplates the purchase of seven additionel buses,‘estimated to
cost approximately $40,000. The changes will elso enteil en expendi-.
ture of some @16,000 in the way of removing overhead lines and sur-
facing roadwa&s. With respect to service changés, the report re~
coxmends that the speed of the cars and buses bé increased throuéh
thé esﬁablishment of & skip=-stop system of operation and a’changé
in the Lare ¢collection whereby passengers will pay théir fare as
they enter on Imbound trips and as they leave on outbound trips.

The report contains & mep, page 28, which shows the
proposed lines of operation for both bus and rail. The m&jbr line

-2~




changes proposed by this report are as follows:

(1) Esteblish new G-~D motor ccach line between 7th and
J Streets and 54th and J Streets, to be operated
along J Street, 7th Sireet, G Street, D Street,
MeXKinley Boulevard, etc.

(2) Abandorn the northerly portion of the G=T rail line

from 7th and I Streets to Alhambra Boulevard and H
Street.

(3) Establish motor cosch service along Folsom Boulevard
between 28%th Street and $7th Street.

(4) Abandon the existing S7th Street motor coach line.
(5) 4vandon the existing M and P dus line.

(6) Estedlish mew T Street dus line to operate to 57tk
, Street and Sth.Ayenue.

(7) Establish 39th Street crosstown motor coach line
. between Bast Sacramento and the Qek Park district.

(8) Aabandon the oxisting T Street bus line.:

(9) Extond the Junior College dbus line along l&th Street
- . from P. Street to ¢ Street

(10) 4ibandon the 3rd and P Streets rail linme.
(11) Adjusﬁ'service oa the J Street rail line.

Two objections were raised to the proposed plan of
routing, as indicated in Mr.‘GbrmAn's report; one of wWaich was dir-
ected to the question of tThe easterly terminal of the T Street bﬁs
line end the other the northerly terminal of the 1l6th Streeﬁ bus line.

With *eapect to the T Street bus line, the plan shown on Exhidbit No.
1 provides that the line will terminate at 57th Street and Sth Awenue.
The company took the position thet there is.mo justitication ror chis
line beyond T and 56th Streets, or in othervwords reduce the lensxh
of the line, as proposed in the report, approiimately 0+6 of & mile.
The eity om the other hahd contended that the line should ﬁe extended
0.25 of & mile to the disﬁrict school on Sth Avenue neex 6lst Street.
Ihe'other controversial point deals w;th the quqstién 9? location




of the noxrth terminal of the 1l6th Street dus line. The plan
shown in the report provides that this line be extealed to G
Street where if will contact a proposed dus lirne. The compaﬁy
takes the position that it should de tetmin&ted,at J Street, which
is three blocks south of G Street, which point mey be reached
without the necessity of o;erating additional'equipmont. It was
the desire of both the city and the com#any that the‘terminais ot
these two lines bde not definitely fixed in the Order but on the
Other hand leave this matter open for the working out of a suit-
able plan of operation or changes,as conditions Justify after it
is definitely determined as to whet schedule can be maintained
by the duses undex the new plan of oPeratioﬁ, including the
carrying out of the recammendations of a skip-stop plan and also
& change in thoe method of collecting fares. |

It was suggested that it would be in public interest
to formulate & plan whereby slight route chenges, to whick both
the city and company could agree, could be effected withous ithe
necessity of e formal proceeding, provided, however, the Com-
mission 4id not ptherwise dlirect alfter being given reaéonﬁble
advance notice of such changes.

The company_pointed out that the revenues now re-
ceived from the operation of its transportation system 1n Sacre~

mento did not pay dut-or-pocket costs. It was, however, willing

to effect the chdnges proposed irn the Commission's Exhidit No. 1,

with the excepiion of fhe ninor changes re:erred'to abové,vnot-
withstanding the fact that the new plan will require an expendi-
fure or‘$56;000 edditional 1nves£me:z, with the hoﬁe that soxe new
business would de attracted and the operating costs s;ightly ro-
duced. The city also expressed its approval of the proposed plan
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th few minor suggested chenges.

After carefully considering the record im thig

proceeding, it is conclu@ed that the plan of operation, &s |
preserided in the Commission's Exhibit 1, will provide reason-

. &ble and adequate -transportation service to the'CityvorSacra-
mento, therefore the company should be authorized and_directed
to proceed with the carrying out of this plem witk a provision
éhat slight'chenges be made along the lines referred to-aeoie
and further providing for & flexidle plan of making ulight
¢hanges in operation without the necessity of roxmel proceeding.

The Lollowing form of order is recommended.

The Commission heving instituted the above entitled
case, & public hearing having been held, the Commission having
been fully advised of the facts, therefore,

IT IS HERTEY ORDERED that Pacilic Gas and,Electric.
Company ds and 1s heredby authorized and directed to feefranse its
lines of transportetion SO as to conform substenxielly in eccordance
witk the route plan showr iIn sa*d cqmmission's Exhibit No. 1 in
this proceeding, subject to the rollowing conditions:

(1) The route changes shall be effected within One
Hundred and Twenty (120) days from the date hereof.

(2) Abandomment of any service authorized herein uhell
' not be effected until the substitute service is
placed in operation.

(3) The Pecific Gas and Electric Company shall notifly

the Commission within ten (10) days after the
chaxges authorized herein have been accomplished.
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IT IS EEREBY FURTEER ORDERED thet chenges in
terminals of routes and minor liﬁe chénges to which the city "
and compary can &agree may be nade without rormAIly.applying
to the commission; provided the Commission I1s giyen*not less

then twenty (20) days advance notice of such changes and doos

not for 5ood'caﬁse otherwlise direct.

The foregoing opinion und order are heredy
approved and ordered Liled as the opinion and order of the
Railroed Commission of the State of Californie.

The effective date of this order sball be ten
(10} days from the d&te hereof.

Dated at Sen Francisco, Californis, this 22 “
dey of QL~¢-~ ., 1932,

T —en @w@a//
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ssioners.




