:In the Matter of the Application of
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Deetston No. 250

BEFORE TEE RLILROLD CGRLISSION OF TEE STATE OF CALIFORNIL.

JRIGIN

Application No. 13000.

TET CITY OF LIOUNTAIN VIZW, = ity
ol the sixth class of the State of
California, for an order authori-
zing the widening of the Right of
Vay of the Southern Pacific Company
et the intersection of Castro Sireet
in said city. '

e g N M e et B’ et Ny

Norman E. Malcolm, City Attormey, for Applicant,

E. 7. Dodds, Attorney, Soutkern Paciffe Ceompany,
Tor Southern Pacific Compeny, Protestant,

H. B. Turst, for Mountain View Comnunity
League, Protestont.

BY TEE COGIISSION:
| OPINTION

Sy S i e S e s

In this application, which was originally £iled on

daxech 1, 1932, and smended on Uay 4, 1932, the City of Mountain

View requests zuthority to relocate the croszing of Casiroe
Street with the tracks of Southern Paciffc Compeny in thet
¢ity. & public hearing wes held at Mfountain Tiew June 27,1932,
‘by Exominer Eandford end at this hearing the matter was auly
subnitted end 1t is mow ready for d.ec\ision.

i Castre Street is the main business street of Mountain
Tiew, extending southwesterly from and at right angles with

the railroad t0.2n intersection with EL Camino Real, the moin

-Stii‘te Eigawey. Immediately southwest of %he track Castro Street
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- whiich crosses the track and extends northerly
B is inéersected oy Stierlin Road, /beyond the c¢ity limits, to and
beyond the projected location of the Bay Shore Highway. The ex~-
1stiﬁ3 grade crossing is in rcality'a ¢rossing of Stierlin Road
with the railroad, rather than a crossing of Castro Street.
The ¢rossing is et an angle of epproximately 60 degrees with the
track, is we1l constructed, proteqted by & wigwag, and iz of zde-
qﬁdte,width to care for the travel now using Stierlin Romd.

| The TUnited States Government is now cdnstructing a Naval
Dir‘gible Sase about 2 mile to the northe =% or'Mbuntain View
and fn order to provide a shorter route between the buuine
,ectzon of llountain View and this Base the city has proposed
a road to-be Koowz as "doffett Boulevard,™ commecting with
the eﬁa of Castro Street mear the railroad and extending
nortﬁeasterl& to the prbposed Day Shore Highway, Iintersecting
thisrhighway at the southwest corner of the Dirigible EBase.
The length of this road is gpproximetely one nmile, of whieh
butfa‘short.section lies within the City of Hountain Views

\ " Tme Cfty hes let a contract for that portion of
beﬁeft Bouleverd waich cxtendu from the end of Castro utreet
to the”city.limit», g distance of 650 feet and 1t appears
that the city is also contemplating, under the sequisition
‘aﬂd Imprdﬁement-ént'o: 1925, to acquire right of way and
construct that portion of Moftets Boulevard which lies oute
side of the ¢ifty in the wnincorporated portion of Santa
$lara County. This proceeding has beer dlocked, tempora-
rily at least, and at preseat the only portion of Eb‘rbtt
uoulevard which tae ¢ity has the xight to conetruct iu the
W:650 Leet in the city. s

Tacre Iis a street on each side of tae railroad prop-—

erty through this portion of the CLty of omntain View, Front
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Street; veling located on_the southwestern side, and Railroad
Avenue withfits'extension known as Main Avenue, on the northe
eastern side. Qther tean these two streets the propoqea
“c¢~ett Bouleverd does nct contact witk any other public
utrect or road In the CLty of lountsin View. The crossing
proposed in The amended application would be spproximetely

at right anglas <o thexttgck and connect Castro Street with
the proposed Molfett Bouiévara. If the ¢rossing 15 con-
structed in this manner;fhowe§er,it wuld close the greater
portion of the existing :rossing of Stierlin Road and trafl-
Tic using this road would mot have direct access across the
tracxe. Stierlin Road i# an 0ld counuy road se*ving an agri-
cultural district to the monta of the city and with the con-
strucumon ol the Bay Shore lighway will afford & convenlent.
connection\be$ween the northerly portion of this highway and
the city of Mountain View. Travel between Mountain View and
Sen Francisco will probebly use this connection.

The granting of the application was vigorously pro-
tested by residents and property owmers, particularly those
rosiding along Stierlin Road. It is their contention *that
vaere was no neceésity for"the proposed chanze in the cross-
ing and existing travel would be bet.er.served,by'the Cross=-
ing remeining in i%s presqnt location. A member of the City
Cowneil df lountain View testiffed there was no proposal
before thet Zody vo complete Loffett Boulevard, although
other-members ol the Council had stated that it was their
intention to coustruct the road. The City Clerk.al§o tos~-
tifled there was no action pending for that.portion’of

' this road 1ying outside of the city.

In locating and comstructing crossinzgs 4% is desirable
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that the crossing best serve the largest amount of trafftic. Stier-
' lin Road IS an established county alghway and proctically all. traf-
fic using the crossing at the present time travels on this road,

or oz Railrosd Avenue which interects It at the railroad right of
way line. The construction of Uoffett Boulevard %o the city Iimits
will ctexrélop little, if any, travel dcross The tracks aad even if
it is ‘erten;é;ed.‘ at some Lfuture date through to the Bay Shore Highwey
the amount of <travel is purely speculative and may not.e:ccee& ‘che.
travel on Stierlin Road.

The present crossing better serves present traffic and under
these circums'canées we believe 1t undesiradle to disturd existing
conditions. If and when %he City of Mountain View completes Moftett
Boulevard 1% may be necessary to make vhe suggested change In the
crossing, but we belleve that this metter cannot be det:emned on

speculative ovidence along. The arplication will be dénied.

The City of Mountain View, having made application to the
Commiss'ion for authority to relocate a crds‘sin@ et the intersec~
tion of Casiro Street with the tracks of Southern l?acitic Compeny
In that city, = public bearing having beer held snd “he nattexr
having veen duly swomitted and now ready for decision,

IT Is EREBYCRDEBE‘D that the above entisled application

be and 1t s Hereby denied.

The effective date of this order zhell be twenty (20) days
Tron the &ate hereo-r;

7R
Dated at San Frameisco, Califorafs, this 2L day of
y L932.
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Commissioners.




