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~. R. WILLIS, doing 'business 
as BEI.I.. CIXANING CO~.Al-."Y, 

Compla1non t , 

-vs-

) 
). 
). 
J 
J 
J 
), 

SOO'l'H£RN C.AI.IF'ORNIA GAS COMPANY', ) 
, ,-, ) 

De~endant • ' ), 

CASE NO. 3255 

R. M. Avey, tor Complainant. 

~. J. Reynolds and L. ~. ~ce 
tor Defendant. 

CARR, Commissioner. 

OPDJ'ION AND ORDER 

Complainant, conducting a retQil dyeing and cleaning 

business at Riverside, seeks reparation from the defendant, 

tor the difference 'between the natural gaz rctes he has paid 

under detendant's'Sehedule C-4, be1ng the schedule tor com-

mercial end industrial service, and what he wow.~ have paid 

1t he had been on Schedule C-7 tor surplus indust:r1al sen1ce. 

About March, eomplainant installed facilities tor the, use o'! 

oil and is not now using gas '!rom the detend~t. 

A pu'bl1c hearing Wc.s had on August 4, 1932, and the 

:matter we.s submi ttecI. 
The detendant maintainS that Schedule C-7 is not appli-

cable t~ the eharacter ot business conducted by the eomp1ain-

ant. It co:-rect in this 'contention, it becomes 'Ul:lIl.ecessar,r 



to consider whether the d.etende:c. t violated its Rule 19 so 0.5 to 

entitle complain=t to reparations (see City ot 'Vernonet al v. 

Southern Cal1torn1a Gas, COl:'lpany, 34 c..:R.C. 45; Batchelder-Wilson 

Comoany at al v. Southern Ca11tornia . Gas' Compsy, 35 C.R.C" 132). 

Sehe'dule C-4 was established 'by the Commission' in 'Re -
Southern Ca11tol'nie Gas CompenI, 32: C.:R.C'. '700" in :Feb~, 

1929, in ordering e. reduction in rates ot aJiProx1m3tely 1~1n 
-the Company."s domestic and commercial sehed,\!1es in its, eastern 

district. '!'he schedule is headed, "Commercial and I:c.dust=1e.l 
• I, I 

• P,' I' 

Serviee" and is stated to be a:pp11cable to "hotels, re'ste:arants, 
... .,-i 

bakeries, hospitals, etc., and. tor .steam boilers and:t'ttr'ne,ees i
. 

tor heating buildings and tor industrial purposes." 
.. 

Schedule C-7 is entitled "Surplus, Industrial Service." 
- #. r I 

It is stated to be applicable "only to industrial ser7iee o~ 

natUl"el gas tor use in metal working plants, ca:c.n1ng establiSh-

ments, incinerators, kilns, boilers, or similar industrial 

equ1~ment." Under ~Spee1al Cond1t1ons,~ it is stated that the 
. . 

schedule "is ~ applicable to service tor bakeries, newspapers, 

printers, publishers, residences, apartments, tlats, restattante,', .. 

churChes, schools, ottice buildings, or other domestic or ~-

mereial uses, nor to gas eng1ne service." i I 

At the time Schedule C-4 was established 'by the Commission, 

all retail ¢leaning and dyeing establisbmentz, in detenaant,.s.' 
, I 

.~ 

eastern division were on its cO!!I!:lel"e1al schedules e.n~ their US65 

or natural gas were treated as uses tor co~erc1al,rether than 

industrial, p~oses.' Such e.!:tablisbments never have been 

considered by the Comp~y as be1ng ent1tled to the surplus 1ndus-
- . 

tr1al rates which are very low rates intended to absor1> surp~us 

gas, the se:rv1ce ot which may b~ shut ott at any ,time when the 

Company's supply is necessary tor 1 ts domestic and com:n.ereie.l u.sers. 
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A caret'ul study 0'£ these schedules, togethor with their 

history, leads to the conclusion that Schedute C';"7 is not intended 

to apply. o:na. is not fairly applicable:, to establishments ot the· 

character conducted by the complatnant. 

ot the case. 

This conclusion d1s~oses 

'!'he tollow:tng torm ot order is reeo:mnended. 

ORDER -----
A publi c hearing hEtvi:c.g been had and the matter, having 

been sub:m1tted, 
',',.' 

IT IS·REREB ...................... y ORDERED that the above entitled complaint 

be, end the same is, hereby dismissed. 

Theeftect1ve dete or this order shall-be twenty (20) 

d.ays atter .the date hereo r. 
The' foregoing opinion ~d order are hereby approved .~d 

ordered tiled as the op1:o.1·on c.nd. order 0'£ the Railroad Comis s10n 

0'£ the State otCal1torn1a. 

Dated. at· San .:Francisco, 

Ihr~ · 1932. @L,~ .... 


