Decision No.

BEFORE TEE RATLROAD COMMISSION OF TEE STATE OF CALIFORNIA

In the Matter of the Application

of the CITY OF LOS ANGELES for the
widening of the.two existing grade
seperations of Twenty~third Street
and the tracks of The Atchison,
Topeka and Sente Fe Railwey Company
Just west of the Los Angeles River
in conpnection with the improvement
of Washington Boulevexrd in the City
o Los Angeles.

APPLICATION NO. 18063

o e e o

D. M. Kitzxiller, for Applicent.
lft!. w. ﬁeea for The .A:tchisbn, Topeke

md Santa Fe Railway Compe.ny,
interested party.

BY THE COMMISSION:

CPINIOCXN

The above entitled gpplication was filed with thls Com-
mission'by the City of Los Angeles, reguesting autl;ori‘cy to widen
end improve the existing grade separations of Twenty-ﬁhird Street
with the main lime, Los ingeles to San Diego, and Relomdo Bremoh
trecks of The .A:tchison, Topeka and Sente TFe Re.ilvvay chrpeny in
the City of Los MSeles, County of Los Angeles.

A public hearing on this application was condncted by
Exeminer Kemmedy at Loc Angeles on J'une e, 1952 et waich time
the matter was duly °ubmi'cted. | ,

Twenty-third Street, in the vicinity of the grade separa-
tioms involved herein, extends in a gemerzl eas‘t'erly_ end westerly
d.irection_betweézi Saﬁ‘ca Fe ,A.venue end Soto Street, a distance of
approxiately 3,000 feet. At the present time, Twégty-third Street.
end the sefd Semta Fe tracks ere separeted by meens of two subv.'ays -




located approximately 160 feet apart, cach of which provide =

drivewey twenty feet in width. Weshington Street, a mew, mejor
traftlc artéry, extends in o gene'ifal qasterl& and westerly direc-
tioz :hrough. the City of Los Mgeles end merges with Twentj-third
Street through the seperations involved hereir. The present
wosterly terminus of Weshington Street commects with Roosevelt
Eighway in Senta Monlca and the easterly terminus is at Alamed#
Street, locéted..appro;imately 4,200 feet west of the-sﬁiéi grade
separations. ~ The CLty of Los Angeles now proposes o extend
. Tashington Street easterly to commect with Imele@'aph‘noad, which
1s also & mejor traffic ertery.  The propoéed "plan provides for
the utilizetion of Twenty-third S‘treet as ’che Wa°Mnston Street
route between a point Immediately west of 'cb.e- railroad grede
separations and Soto Street. It is proposed.to construct
Washington Street to & width of xinety Teoet betwéen‘AJ.amedé_
Street end Soto Street.  The Ci'cy's plan provides for the recon-
struction of the two existing separations with a ro&dway seventy
feet in wf.dtb. and two silewalks ten feet w:Lde.

The record shows that it is estimated that approximtely
30,000 vehicles deily will use Washington Street through the
gradé seperations within & reasonable time after the extension
is co:ﬁpleted. 'mie rail traffic on the msin linme comsists of
twenty-three freight, passenger end tremsfer treins and thirty-
six yard cuts and light engines, while on the Redondo Brench it
consists of eighteen yard cuts and light englnes. There appeers
to be no dis,pt:i:te as to the necessity for the‘videning ot the two
reflroad gradel separations té accommodate the Washington; Stree‘t
treffic. Thé oﬂ.y 1ssues 'involved sre the mafter or-roadway |
width through the vepara‘tions and the apportionmen‘t of cost oi‘

reconstructing the subways between appli cant and the reilrosd

compeny.




The recently constructed bridge acro S the Los Angeles
River, upm:oximately 700 feet east of the separation, which will
be an integral part of the Washington Street route, has a'roadmay 
width of Tifty-six feet.

The coét of reconstructing the sqbﬁays ﬁ;th’sévenﬁy-roo?
roadweys and LiTty-six-ro0t Toadweys 15 as rélldws§~

City's Plem = 56' Roed-
70T Roadway wey :

Redondo Braxch Separation, $62;416.70 $5%.670.66
Main Tine .71 ,.848.49 .8635,26).98

Total,  §134,265.19  $116,932.64

It would sppeexr that full consider&tion mest héve ﬁeen given
to the ﬁatte: of rpadmay‘width'when the recently'consﬁructéd'
Weshington Street bridge across the Los Angeles River was dewigned.
Inasmuch as the roadway width of the Wes hington Street bridge over
the qu Angeles Rivexr is fifty-six feet and that saild bridge is
only 700 feet east of the railroad seperations, 1t would appeaxr
reasoneble to reconstrict the sqparaéions with a sinmilar roadwey
width of £Lfty-six feet. If the applicdnx‘desireS'ﬁo reconstruct
the separations with & roadﬁay width o? seventy feet, we have no
| obJection to this being done; however, we do not feel that the
reilroad compeny should de required to participate in tho cost of
the separations with roadway widths in excess of rirty¥six régt.

The record clearly shows that the widening of the two * °
seperations involved herein 1s necessitated bj the eztension ot
- Weshington Street easterly Ifrom its present terminus to connect
with Twenty—third Street immediately west of the seperations. The
representat_ve of Tke Axchison, Topeka and Sanxa Fe Railway Combany
‘took the position at the hegring:that the eiistinéISepaiations
were of adequate width to‘accommodate the present trérric using
Twenty-third Street; tha% the widening becomes nécessary_due to
the extension of Washington Street to conmnmect with Twenty-tﬁird '

Street; that the railrosd compeny will Teceive no more bemefit

B




from the widened separations than 1t does from the existine; separea-
tioms; that the widexed separatlons are 2 detriment to the reilroad
coxpany, inasmuch as melntenance cost will be increased; and thet
the railroad compeny should not bde required %o bear any part of the
cost of widening sald sepaia'tions, inesmuch as the vehicular pudlic
will Qerive the entire benerflt of such improvement.

If Weshington Street wex;e to de comnstructed across the
reilroad company's trecks et some poimt other then at the existing
grade separat;.oné of Twenty-third Streé't , wdoubtedly 2z grade cross~
ing would be particularly hezerdous and detrimentel to the reilroed
coxpeny so the construction of a_separation of grades unquestionsbly
would de of bemefit to the rallroad _company; It is tortuﬁnate in |
this perticuler imstemce that existing separations may be widened
to ae:{:ommod&'cg this 'crafﬁc. |

The mattor of &irect financlel benefits is not the sole
test_in'the determination of the respectivé portions which the
reilroad and imblic‘ shoulé contribute toward the cost of such im-
provement. In epportioning the cost of comstructing these separa-~
tions between spplicent and the raillroad compeny, due consideration
showld be given %o the obdbligations of each p_artﬁ', as well as o the
benefits derived. It should be recognized fhe:t the railrozd hes &
continuel ob!.igatioﬁ to participate in the matter ot anstmcting'
end meinteining ressonable end adequate crossings over its tracks,
both at g:fado end at separated grades. T.h:l‘.s obligation is i:ﬂ:.erent_,
notwithstending the fact thet the treffic on the reilroed mey im-
crease or decrease.

There cen be no question that the vehicular public w1l
receive' the e;rea‘ces‘i: bepetit from the widening of these: separat:.ons,
so 1t loglcelly follows that this class of the pudlic should dear
the greate'r po;;tion of the c¢ost. |

| A.r'ter ecarefully considering all of the evidence in this

proceeding, 4t 1s concluded that public comnvenlience end necess‘i‘ty\




has been shown to Justify the widening of the existing grade separa-
tions =5 proposed herein by applicant and 1t appears reasonable for

The Atchison, Topeks and Santz Fe Rallway Company to bear one-fourth

of the cost of reconstructing said separations.

The City of Los 4ngeles having f£iled the above entitledld
application, & public hearing having been held and the Commission
being fully apprised of the facts,

IT IS EEREEY ORDERED that the City of Los Angeles is
hereby authorized to widen the grade separations of Twerty=-third
Street and the tracks of The Atchison, Topeks and Santa Fe Rellway
Company, at the locations more paxticulsrly described in the applie-

cation and substantlally in accordance with the plan introduced in

evidernce in this proceeding and marked Exhibit No. 4, subject to
‘the Tollowing cornditions:

(1) The entire eoxpense of constructing sald under-
grede croscings, on the basis of & roadway width
of Lifty-six (56)feet, shall be borpe twenty-Live
(25) per cent by The Atchison, Topeka and Santa
Fe Railwzay Company and seventy-Live (75) per cent
by applicant.

In the event applicent elects o construct sald
wdergrade crossings<f a roadway width in excess
of fifty-cix (56)feet, the entire additional
coct of sueh construction over and adbove the cost
ol constructing scid undergrade crossingsof a
roadway width of Zifty-six (56) feet shell be
borne by applicant.

The cost of meintaining those portions of the
ceparations, which might be referred to as the
superstructures, which shall be deemed to de
everything above the dottom of the track struc~
tures, including girders and floor beams, shall
be borne by The Atchison, Topeks and Santa Fe
Raflway Compeny. The remainder of the maintenance
ol sald structures, or the substructures, includ-
ing foundations, abutments, retaining walls, road-
w2y, sidemalks, lights and surface drainege, shall
be dorxre by applicant.




(4} Prior %o the comrencement of consiruction,
applicent shall file with this Commlission &
set of plans for each of saild undergrade Cross—
ings, showinz the proposed cseparations in plen
and eleVation, tobethcr with roadway widthu,
approach grades, clearances, dralnage and
lighuing facilivics, which plaxnc chall have
been approved By The Atchizon, Topeka and
Senta Fe Reilway Company oX beer a state~
ment showing why said The Atchivon, Topeka
and Sante Fe Rallway Company roefuses.
apoyrove said plans.

Seid ¢rossings shell be constructed with
clearances ¢conforming +o the provisions of
our General Qrder No. 26=C.

Appli cant shall, within thirty (30) days
uhereﬂfter, nouiry this Commission, in
1ting, of the completion of the instal-
1ation'of sa1d crossings snd of its come
pliance with the conditions hereof.

The authorization herein grented chall lapse
and dvecome vold 41f not oxercised within one |
(1) year Trom the date hereof, unless further
time is granted by subsecquent oxder.
mhe autiaority herein granted shall become eflective
swenty (20) deys from and after the date toreos.
 Deted ot Sen ~ranc1sco c-li*o*nia, this 4 day

of August, l°3~.
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