Decision N’o. 25108 .

ZEFORE THE RA.IIROSD CO‘I\MS.JIO'\‘.' OF IBE STLIE OF CAI.IE' ORNIA.

In the Matter of the Application g

of SOUTHERN PACIFIC COMPANY fox

authority to close the agency at Appliceticn No. 183.’78.
Lreadia Station, County of Los

ingeles, State of Califorzia. 3

H. ¥. HEobbs, for Southera Pacific Company,
Applicant.

Waltex F. Dunn, for City of Axrcadia,

Protestant.

BY THE COMMISSION:

CPINION

Southern Pacific Company filed the above entitled
applicetion with ‘chiz Coxmiscion requesting. authority to ebendon
its egency at Arcadis Station oz the:DuartQ.Branch 6::','11;3'10'3
Angeles Divisibﬁ., in Los Angeles County, State of California.

A pudlic he;érin'g on said ayplication was ‘conducted -5
Exominer Huntex at Arcadis, or August 19, 1932, at which time the
matter wes duly submitted.

The nearest agency stations to Arcadia are Monrovis,
loceted 1.7 miles ezst, and Alhambra, located 8.8 miles west. The
regular train service or the Duarte Branch through Arcadia com~
sists of ,th.'r':ee fre 1ghﬁ train ﬁovemen‘::s ir each direction weekly,
there bolng 20 pacsenger trains operated on thls bremen line.

Exbibit No. 1, imtroduced in evidence in this proceeding,
shows the amount. of business ¥ emsacted at the Arcad.ia a.gency

during the amae.l period end:.ng Juwe 30, 1932 as compa.red. with the
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corzesponding perfiod ending June 30, 193X, t¢ be as Lfollows:

Year Ending | Yoor Inding
June 30, 1932. June 30, 1931

Carload Freight ROVEDUC..ees.. $1,688. &2,848.
Less~than=-carloed Freight

. Re‘veme‘.........-..,......... 971- 1,122.
Passenger ReVORUCeeecercencons 815. 2,101.

TOtALl ROVEDRC.sonenecnses 3,57,

Beggege Hanélod‘(Piecesj.;.... 27 68

Western Union MesSsegeS.eecacan. 39 -

Cerload Freight (Cars)...... .o 1z 26

Less=-then-carload Freight (Tons) 62 85

Agency Reports = PassengerS... _'73

Total Station Expense.. $1,567.

Applicant testified that the revenues shown sbhove
included ell revenue received by the company for shipments both
v and Lfrom Arcadie; or, in other words, if a similar statement
wes made up for all stations on the entire system, it would result
iz & figure equal to twice the amount of the compeny's total revenue
due to a coxplete duplication of accounts. Applicanf's Exhidit
No. 1 also shows thet the item of station expense on its entire
syster amouwnts to 7.55 per cent of total Tallwaey operating expense.
Appliéant alleges that, in its opinion, roither the

business handled at Arcadie Station mor public convenience and:
necessity 3ustiry the continued maintenmmce of an.agénx at thi#
roint and therérore has requested authority o close the agency and
thereatter maintein a non-agen@y station at Arcadle until sufficient
treffic has developed 4o Justifly the re-establishment of en 2gency
stetion at this point. Applicant also points out that, although
the expexnse of maintalning an agency at Ardadia represents only a
smell sum compared to its other operating expenses, such an expénse
at its meny non-profitedble statiozs, in the aggregate, amounts to

several million dollars anpually and thet the present Linemciel




conlitiorn of the company requires the erfec‘ciﬁg of all reasonsble
economies.

It appears from the record that arrangements have been
nade, if aﬁthority is grented to abandorn sald agency, to rent the
office in said station to Mr. J. C. Eioman, & local transfer man,
who will act zs caretaker of said station and custodian of the key
to the ;":eight bhouse. Under this plan all incoming less-than~cerloead
2roight will be unloaded by the train crew and placed in the freight

house. Likewise, outgoing freight will bde received by the caretaker

and placed in the freight house.

Express service from and to Arcadiz will bde continued dy
the agent &t the station of The Atchison, Topeka and santg' Fe
Redilwey Company, which is located 'appro:dmately 00 fLeet rrbm ap-

plicext's station.

T At the present time Western Unioxn messages are forwaxrded
only end exe not received by applicant's agent at Arcadia. Western
Toion service will be continued at the station of The Atchison,
Topek= and Sante Fe Railwey Company.

) ALl passenger dusiness handled by applicant’s agep.t at
Arcadis is transporﬁed over the lines of Pacific Elec%ric Ré.ilway
Company to Los Angelesz, where transfer is mede to spplicantts line.
Thiz passenéer business will be handled as at present,’ exceiat pas-
sengers will purchase tickets, &t the same fare, from conductors
on the Pacific Zlectrie trains instead of the agent at Arcadies..

The City of Arcadilia protested the granting of this ap-
plication on the grounds that the staticn has'been operated as am
agency station Dr meny vears axé thet applicant should, during sud-
normal times, take its losses with other business organizations.

It was pointed out that at present a large horse-racing track wes
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belng constructed fin Arcedies, which undoubtedly would provide
additional ducsiresz for applicant. It appeaxrs frox the record in
thiz cese theat the Los Angelecs .Tocke:} Clud haz pow under c¢on=-
ctructiorn & large racing placnt' in Arcedia and that it is planned
to steble meny horses at this point during the racing season, which
is ezvimeted to rux for approximately ninety &ajs. This Club
requested that it be Teglstered as a protestant to the granting of
thiz application.

It is apparent that the amount of rallroad bPusiness that
may be expécted from such an enterprise is speculé.tive; epplicant’s
representetive testified, however, that should the opening of the
new racing plant bring sulliclent business to justify the service
of ax agency at this point, the company would, if this applicetion
is grented, be willing to re-ostablish an agency at Lrcadia.

The Chamber of Commerce of Arcadla also protested the
granting of the application on the grounds that the adandonment of
the agency wuld be detrimental +0 the growth and devélopment ot
Arcedis and adjacent territory.

After cerefully considering the reéo::d In this proceedi'ng
it aypears that the amount of dDusiness now avalladle at Arcadis does
not reasonebly Justify the continusnce of this ageucy, eSpecially

In view of the Lact that the company mainteins an agency station

within a distance of two miles from Avcadis. Therefore this applice-

tion should be grented.

Southern Pacific Compeny having filed the above entitled
epplication, a pudblic hearing having been held and the Comuission
being fully epprised of the facts,

1T IS EEREEY ORDERED that Southern Pacific Company i=
hereby authorized to ebandon 1ts egency at its stetion of Arcadiz.
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loceted on the Duarte Branch of itz Los Angeles Division, in Loz
Axngelez Cowaty, and to change its station records end terifs
eccordingly; subjyect t0 the following conditions:

(1) Salid stetior shall be continueld zs & non=-
egercy station.

(2) Applicent chall store less~trhen-carload shipments
. iz the stetion duilding under lock eand kKey and
shall appoint a custodien of the key and maintein
a suitable notice anmouncing to the pudlic how
the Troight may de secured.

Applicant shall, within thirty (30) days theresfter,
- noTily this Commission, in writing, of the abandon-

mort of the agency service authorized herein andéd

of its compliance with the conditions herasof.

The autkorizaticn herein granted shall lepse and

- become vold 1f not exercised within one (1) year
from the date hereol unless further time is granted
by subsequent order.

Tae guthority herelir granted shall become effective on
the date hereof. ~é/ '

Dated &t San Francisco, Califormie., this day

of dlmj/mr% . 1932-
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