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:S~ORE' T.E:E R.A.II....'qOAD CO~SSION OF TE::: STATE OF CALIFORNIA. 

J In the V~ttGr 0: the Application or ) 
INTERSTATE 'l'ZLEGRAP:a: COMP;J.."Y, eo corpora- ) 
t10n, tor e.utho:r1zat1on to d.1s:eont1nue ) 
and abandon e. telephone exchange and exchange) 
serVice in the Town ot Keeler, Inyo County, ) 
Cal1tor.c.1a, and to pro'V1de as. e., substitute ) 
theretor general telephone toll serv1ce and ) 
to make applicable and effective rate~ tor ) 

Application No.l8240 

telephone toll serV1ce in said Keeler ) 

territory. )l (m:rmn~.n~~~H . 
In the uatter'or the ~oint Application or ~~ti~~~~~~~ 
MARY LEE BESS, doing l)u.s1nezs as the ) 
Keeler-Darwin Telephone'Line, an~ INT.ER- ) 
S'l'AT::: 'l'ELEG-RAPE COM?A..~,. e. corporation, } 
tor an.order.author1z1ng the leasing or ) 
the property ot a p'll.b11c utility. ) 

App11cation No.1SZ70 

>. 

J"e::nes S. Bru.sstar and R. M. Hammeck tor 
Interstate Telegraph Company. 
, . 

H. M. Hammack tor Me.ry Lee Ress. 

BY THE COMMISSION: 
... " '.. . 

OPINION -- .... --._---
Interstate Xelegl:'aph Company, a corpore t1on, opera. tinS 

e. ~elephone and ~eleg:t.a1>h system ·in Mono, Inyo,. Kern and SeJ:l. Bernar-

dino Counties in Cal1torn1a and elsewhere,'petit1oneri~ Application 
No. 18240, reque$~s autho:-1 ty- to discontinue exche.nge telephone 

serVice operatiOns in the l'own o'! Keeler~ Inyo Couuty-,. and to sub-

st1tnte there~or general toll telephone service 'by means ot toll: 
stations only. 
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In A:pp11cation No. 16370 MAry Lee Hess, und.er the name 

ot Keeler-De.rnin Line, turn1.sh1ng te~ephOlle serv1 eEl between the 
, - . 

Towns ot Keeler and. Darwin, Inyo County, requests a.utho::1 t7 to 

d1.scont111ue public utility telephone $erv1ce and. to lease her 

telephone property to Interstate Telegral?h ~%!ll?e.ny, and. 'MtJ:J:y 

Lee Hess and Interstat~ Telegraph'co=pany jointly request approval 
- . 
by the Railroad Commission ot a certa1n lease agreement between 

said parties. 
These applications were consolidated tor the hearing 

cond.ucted. by Examiner Fry in Keeler on September l, 1932, whell 

the matters were submitte~ tor d.ecis10n~ 
JlJ1J1es S. Brusstar, General Supe::1.n ten dent ot the 

Interstate 'Telesraph Com:p,e.:c.:r, testitied that the magneto sW1 tcll--

board1n Xeeler is O;i?erated on an agen.cY'" basiS, that ser'V1.ce is 

provided tor eight hours on weck days and one hour only on 

SUndays and.. holidays, e.nc1. the. t seven eompe.ny-owned telepho:c.e 

stat1on~, :rour :Ce..-mer line stations. and the Keeler-Darvr1n toll .- . . 
line are conneete~ to the Keeler switChboard- It is proposed to 

. . 
turn1sh ~l telephone service in the area. on a twenty-tour hour 

toll basis !'rom the toll. center at Bis,hop via Lone Pine. Inter-. , 

state Telegraph Company desires to lease the Keeler~Derw1n'Lino 

and to' es'ta.b11sh" three tOll, ste.t10XlS to replace the present· tbree 

Keeler-Darwin toll stations. At the present ttme Ce~ Gordo M1ne 
... . 
has tour telephones on 1 ts pn va tely-ow.c.ed. grounded l1ne wh1eh 1,s 

eonneeted to the Keeler switCh"oOe.rcl. and pays $5.00 per month tor 
. , 

exchange serVice U1l~er the tarmer l1ne rate schedule. Applie.ant 

does not propose to connect this line to the Keeler-Lone P1J:r.e toll 
lin.e when Keeler exche.x:ge service is. discont1nued. as such'·e.n e:r­

rangement would ~a1r the tre~zm1ss1on !rom all toll stations on 
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the line.' Mr. Brusstar sugge,sted' that Cerro Gordo Mine opere.te 

its line one. priv~te line basis with a terminal in some place ot 

business or residence in Keeler so that emergeney ealls trom. the 

mine could, be, received there and. wh1ch could 'be relayed. over the 
, , 

Interstate to~ l1na. The $6~OO per month saved by the el1mina-
. " 

tiOll or the Keeler exeheJlge charges shot1J.d more than. paY' the ez:pense 

ot' the Keeler temineJ. As an alternate arrangement the, Cerro 

Gordo Mine, e.:tter metell1ciSin€; 1 teo line and. placing the same in 

proper condition tor toll serVice, could secure toll stet1o~ 

permanently eonneeted to the Xeeler-Lono ~1ne toll ~ne. 

Thomas L. Chapm.e.:a." represent1ng Cerro GOrdo Mine, 

objected to the discont1nuance or the Mine's presen:t sWitching 
~ 

arrangements at Keeler "out did. not take. t.he position that h1$ 

objection should interter& with the best interests or the general 

public in the Keeler community. 

'!he present earnings 01' I:.ter$tate Telegraph COmpany 

ill its Keeler territory are reported to be as '1"olloW's tor the . . 
:ver1od 'May,' 1931, to,Apr1l, 1932, inclusive: 

Revenues 

Exchange service revenues~ •••••••••• $436.45 
Tolls~ ••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••. 3l0.3S 
Teleg:rSlllS, •••••••• '........ •• • •••• •• • 43.06 

Total~ ••••••••••••••••• $789~8~' 

Expenses. 
'" 

M.a1.ntene.n.co, ••••••••• ' ••••••••••••••• $293.83 
~e, •••••••••••••••••••••••••••• ~567.lZ 

, COmIllero1al, ••••••••••••••••••••••••• lOO.22 

Total~ ••••••••••••••••• $96l.lS 

Expenses greater ~ revenues, ••••• ~l71.2~ 



Under ·the :!,;):t'oposed cond1 t1c1ns or zerv.tce the revenues. . . 
woul.d. 'be reduced to about $565.00 per yetJr. The opera.tor-e.gent·z 

sal.e.ry and certain other eXpenses. emoWl t!ng to. e:pp:roX1~.e::el:r ' 

$480.00 would be eliminated and e. net revenue o~ $85.00 per year 

would result. 

Interstate Tele~h CompanY' has in. effect throughout 

1t$ system. in Cal1torn1e. amitorm. method. o~ eons.truet1l:lg toll' 

rate schedules, the charges being deter.m1ned in accordance W1~ 

the a1r:.-11ne distances between toll stat1ons. The 'tC>1l. re.tes 

which will 'be riled tor the proposed toll sts:t1ons in the Keeler 

terri tor7 will "00 in contorm.1 ty Wi'tll. this practice and should be 

approve-d. In some inste.nces this will result 1n reduced toll 

charges to s·ome toll users 1.0. tJ:t.e Keel.er terri tor:r • 

No o'b.1ect10n is made to the proposed lease Which was 

tiled at the heu1.ng as Exh1'b1 t No.1. It must 'be Wl.der$to~ 

however, tha.t the Interstate Xelegre.ph COmpany Will 'beheld 
. , , 

respons1 ble ~or the character a:c.d the oont1nu1 ty or the toll 

service to and from the toll stations on the Keeler-Darwin l1n~. 
• T 

.it.. summ.e.ry of the principal POints in these proposeJ.s 

shows that obsolete eqUipment will be el1m.1ne.ted~ that availabil-

ity or serVice Will be extendecl to twen't7-t'our-l:tour continuous 

service for all custom.ers, that some reduetions in toll bills to 

CUstomers Will result, that the operations at Keeler' one. toll 

baSis will resul.t 1n a =.all net revenue. instead ot a loss as 

exper1enoecl Wlder present o:pera:t;~oll$~ and that the, service to 

Cerro Go:-doMine Will be somewlle.t ourtailed unless the Mine 

reeondit1o.1lS its line so that tull. service thereover may be 

jttSt1r1ed.. 



We believe that the interests ot the public generally 

1n the Keeler terri tory Will be best served it" the requests 1n 

these appllcat1o.tl.S are granted, and the order tollovt1ng will 

so proVide: 

ORDER .......... ---...~ 

Interst~te Xelegraph Compw:t.y haVing applied. to the 
" 

Reilroad Comm1ss1on of the .State or Calitornia. tor e.:a.thor1ty' to 

d1seont~ue exchange telephone service operations in the Town 
. 

of Keeler, to subot1tute general toll telephone service t~eretor 

end to establish toll stations on the Keeler-Darw1n line; '1:Jfar:! 

Lee Hess having requested author1't!' to' discontinue public: utility 

telephone service; end 'MtxJ:y Lee Hess and Interstate Telegraph 
" .. "', , 

Compal'l.7 hav1ng jointly req:o.ested approval. or the. lease ot certain 

propert,r; these applications haVing been consolidated tor hearing 

and decision, a publie hearing haV1ng boen held and tlle matters 

hav1ng been suomi tted. and now oe:tng reaay 'tor dec1.e1on, 

The Ra!lroad. Commission ot the State ot Celitor.nia 
hereby t1nds as tollows, to-wit: 

(1) Interstate Telegraph Col!l.~ should. be authorize.d 
~ d1scontinue its. exchange telephone service 1n 
the Town o~ Keeler and. 'Vicinity and to substi t'ttte 
theretor general toll telephone servioe and to . 
establ1~ toll stations on the Keeler-Darwin lino. 

. . 
(2) '1lJJ:ry Lee Hess sho'tlJ.d be g1 van author1zation to 

discontinue public: utility telephone serv.tce., 

(3) 'M!Jry Lee Hess and Interstate Telegraph COmpany 
3houl~ be author1zed to exaeute a oertain lease 
reterred. to in the op1n1on. preceding this order. 

Basing its order,on the. toregoing t1nd1ngs ~t tact and 

such other f1nd1llgs ot !"aet and conclusions as 11JlJ.Y' appear in the , 
op1n1011 l>reced1J:tg th1 s order,. 

IT IS :a:e:RE'BY" ORDERED that Interstate Telegraph Company 

be authorized to d1s.oont1nue e::cehenge telephone.··service in the 
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Keeler Exchange 'on or berore March 31~ 1935. end to su.b::::t1tuto 

~erefor general toll serVice with toll rates constructed on the 

basis of ~ line d1stances generally ette~t1 ve in Interstate 

Telegraph COmpany terri tor,r, provided: 
ell Toll stations in Keeler exchange area are established 

coincident W1th the ~scont1nuanoe o~ exchange se~ce 
in said. area. . 

(2) Toll ste.t1ons in the area now served bY' Xeeler-De.rw1n 
Line are established. as or the date referred. to.in 
.ell a.bove. 

CZ) . Exchange telephone rate schedules ror serv.t.eo in 
Keeler Exchange area are Withdrawn a.s. or the date 
referred to in (1) above. , 

(4) Toll rate schedules tor toll statiOns referred to 
in (1) and (2) above ere subm1tted to. the Railroad 
Commission tor fil1ng on or before fifteen (15) 
~j"S 1mm.ed1e. tely preeed.1Xlg the date of the establish-
ment or said toll stations. 

>. • , ...... ~ 

discontinue publie utility telephone serV1ee and. withdraw rate 

schedules ~ereror co1nc1d~tw1th the establisbment or toll 
stat10ns on Keeler-Darwin line by Interstate ~elegraph Com~. 

.. . 
For all other pu:poses the etteetive date of this 

ordo:" shell 'be twenty (20) days from and atter the date hereof. 

Dated at Se.n'·Frenciseo. Ce.litorn1a,. this Led 
. 

day ot September, 1932. 
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