Decision No.'

SEFORE TEE R&ﬁ.ROAD COLISSION OF THE STATE OF CALIFORNIA.

In the Mattor of the Application of
INTERSTATE TELEGRAPE COMPANY, = corpora-
tion, for authorization to discontinue

anc abandon a telephone exchange and exchange
service in the Town of Keeler, Inyo County,
California, and to provide as a.substitute
therefor general telephone toll service and
v meke applicadle and effective rates for
telephone toll service iz =aid Keeler
territory. A .

Application No.l8240

CRIGINAL

Applicevion No.le370
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In the Matter-of the Joint Application of
MRT LET HESS, doirng business as the
Xeoler-Dexrwin Telephone Line » and INTER
STATE TELEGRAPE COMPAXNY, . e corporation,
for an order asuthorizing the leasing of
the property of a pudblic utility.

Y T S N W B W Ve

James S. Brusstar and E. M. Hammsck for
. Interstate Telegraph Compeany.

E. ¥. Hemmeck for Mary Lee Hess.

BY TEE COLQISSION:

Interstate Telegraph Company, a corporation, operating
& %“elephone and tele,gi-aph system in Mono, Inyo, Xern and Sen Bermer-
dino Counties in Californis and elsewb.ere, 'pe_‘c:.t.".oner in ipplication
No. 18240, requests c.ufhority %o discontinue exchange teléphone
service operations in the Town of Keeler, Inyo County, ang, o sub-
stitute therefor ’general toll telei:hone sei'vi'ce "by neans 61’ toll .
tations only.




In Application No. 18370 Mary Lee Hess, under the name

of Keeler—barfvin I.in.e, furnishing teleph&ne service between the

Towns of Xeeler and Dexrwin, Inyo County, requests authority to

discontinue pudlic uéility télophéne service and to leese her
telephone property to Interstate Telegrapk Compeny, and Mary

Loe Hess and Interstate Telegreph Compeny Jointly request approval
i)y the Rail::o&d comm.issién of a certalin lease agreement detweon
said perties. _

These applications were consolidated for the hearing
conducted by Exaniner Fry in Keeler on Septemder 1, 1932, when
the metters were submitted for decision.

Jemes S. Brusstar, General Superintendent of the
Interstate Telegreph Compeny, testified that the magneto switch-
board in Xeeler is operated on en agency besis, that service is
provided for eight hours on week deys and one hour only on
Sunéeys and bolideys, znd that seven compeny-owned telephone

tations, four ra.rxner. line stations and the Xeelor-Darwin toll
line sre connected to the Xeeler switchboa.ra; It is pfopos_ed. %o
furnish ell telephone service in the ares on & twenty-four hour
toll basis from the $oll cemter et Bishop via Lone Pine. Inter-
state Telegreph Compeny desires to lesse the Keeler—Derwin Line
end to establish three toll statfons o replace the present three
Xeeler~Darwin toll statlions. At the present time Cerro Gorde Nine
has four telephones on its privately-owned grounded line which 4is
connected 0 the Keeler switchboard and pays %.oo per month for
exchange service under the farmer lime rate schedule. Applicant
does not propose %o comnect this Linme to the Keeler~Lone Pine toll
line when Xeeler excharge service 1s discontinued e.sh_ such ex ar-

rengenent would impelir the tracsmission from ell toll statlionsz on
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the line. .. Mr. Brusster suégested~that Cerxro Gordo’M1ne operate
1ts line on & private line basis with a terminal in some place of
business or resideﬁce iﬁ_Keeler so that emﬁfgéncy calls from the
mine could‘bé.reqeived thére and which could be relayed over the
Tnterstate toll line. The $é¢oo per month seved by the elimine-
tion of the Keéle: exchﬁnge'charges should more then pay the erxpense
of the Keeler terminmel. As an salternate arrengenent the Cerro
Gordo Mige, efter metellicising 1tz line ané placing the sexe in
proper condition for toll service, could secure toll stations
permanently connee#ed to the Xeeler-Lore Pine toll line.
Thomas L. Chapmen, representing Cerro Gordo Mine,
objected to the discontinuance of the Mine's present switching
arrengemeonts at Xeeler bﬁt did not take th& position that his
objectlon showld interfere with the best interests of the general
pudlic in the Xeelexr community. ,
The §resent eernings of Interstate Telegraph Company

1 1ts Kbe;er territory ere reported to be as follows £or the
period May, 1951, to April, 1932, inclusives

Reverues | ]

Exchenge service rovenneu;..........$436.

L0l Sycecseveccocncasoscccncnsnansas. 00038

Telegrams eeecesccccconcsnnccsonanes 43,08

N TO‘C&I,....-.....--.-...$789;89'
Expenses '

M&mtemce’.-..t---.....0..0.‘o4..v$293.85
mc,..........o-...n-......--‘.ﬂ 567.13
' COM@I‘O&&J.,--...-.-.....-.--...---.. 100.22

Total,.u-l.............$961.18

Expenses greater thar Tevenues,.....3l7L.29




Under the proposed'conditions of service the revexues
would bYe reduced to about $5§5.00 ﬁer veer. The operator-egent's
selary and certain other expenses ecmounting to epproximately -
$480.00 mowld bYe eliminsted and 2 net revemue of $85.00 per year
would result. |

In#erstate Telegreph Compeny bas in effect throughout
its'systemfin Calirfornie awiform method of comstructing toll:
rape schedules, the charges being determined in accordance witk
the air-line distances between toll statlons. The toll rates
whick will be filed for the proposed toll stetions in the Keeler
verritory will hWe in conformity with this prectice and should de
gpproved. In some instances this will result in reduced Toll
charges to some toll users in the Xeeler territory.

No objection 1s mede to the proposed lesse which was
filed at the hearing as Exhibit No.l. It must be understood,
however, that the Interstate Telegraph Cbmpamy will be held
responsidle for the charecter erd the continuity of *the toll
Sexvice o and Irom the toll statiozs on the Keeler-Derwin lize.

A sumary of the principal points in thesefpropos&ls
shows thet obsolete equipment will de elimineted, that aveslebil-—

Yy of service will be extended to twenty-four-hour confinuous
service for all customers, that some reductions in toll bdills to
customers will result, that the operations et Keeler on s toll
besis will result in 2 small net revenue instead of a loss s
experienced undeé present operations, and that the service %o

Cerro Gordo Mine will de somewhet curtalled unless the Mine

reconditions 1% lime so that full service thereover mey be
Justified. -
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Ve belleve that the interests of the pudblic generally
in the Xeeler Tterritory will de dest served if the requests in
these 'aﬁpncations are grented, and the order following will
S0 provide:

terstate Telegrepk Compeny having applied to the
Rallroad cémm.Ssion of the Stalte of Californie for authority to
discontinue exchange telephome service operations in the Town
of Xeeler, o substitu;cc genersl toll telephone service 'cl;.éreror

and to estedlish toll statiops on the Keeler-Darwin line; Maxy
Lee Hess having requested authority to discontinue public utility
felephone service; and Nery Lee Hess and Interstate Telegreph
Compeny having jointly requested approval of the lease of certain
property; these appliAcationa having beer consolidated for hearing
and decision, a public hearing having been hoeld sand the matters
having been submitted and now being ready for decision,
The Railroad Commission of the State of California
heredy £inds as follows, to-wit: ) '
(1) Interstate Telegrsph Compeny shouwld be authorized
. to discontinue its exchange telephone service in
the Town of Keecler eund vicinity and to substitute
therefor generel toll telephone service end to
establish toll stations on the Xeeler-Darwin line.

Xexry Lee Hess should be given aﬁ‘thorizétion o
discontinue pudblic utility telephone service. .

Mory Lee Hess and Interstate Telegraph c:oixpa.ny
should be authorized %o execute & certain lease
reforred to in the opinion preceding this order.

Zasing its order Qn' the foregoing findings of fact and

such other findings of fact and conclusions &s may appear in the
opinion preceding thls order,

~

IT IS EEREBY ORDERED that Interstate Telegraph Compeny
be authorized to &iscontinue exchange telephone service in the
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Xeeler Exchange ‘on or before March 3L, 19335, axd to subsiltute

fheretor general toll service with toll rates comsiructed on the

basis of.air-line distances generslly effective in Interstate

Telegreph Compa:iy territory, provided:

(1)

(2)

(3)

Toll stations in Keeler oxchange ares are ostadlished
coincident with the discontinuance of exchange service
in sald area. ‘

Toll stetlons in the area now sexrved by Keeler-Derwin
Line are estadlished as of the date referred %0 .in

‘Exchenge telephome rate schedules for service inm

Keeler Exchange ares &re withdrawa as of the date
referred to in (1) abdbove.

Toll rete schedules for toll stations referred %o

in (1) end (2) adove eare submitted to the Railroad
Commission for filing on or before fifteen (15) _
Zays immediately preceding the date of the establish-
ment of seld toll stations.

IT IS EERERY FURTHER ORDERED that May Lee Hess shall

&iscontinue public utility telephone service and withdrew rete

schedules thererér coincident with the establisiment of toll

stations on Xeeler-Derwin limge dy Interstate Telegraph Compeny.

For all other purposes the effective date of this

order shall ve twenty (20) days from and sfter the date hereof.

Deted at Sen Francisco, Celifornia, this /,//'ﬁ

day of September, 1932




