Decision No.

BEFCRE TEE RAILROAD COMMISSION OF THE STATE OF CALIF(BNIA.

In the Matter of the Application of
SACRAMENTO NORTEERN RAILVAY for an
order eunthorizing the temporary dise-

continuvance of passenger train service ) Application No. 18324.
between Sacramento and Swanston, and
inte*mdia..o points.

‘ P HN Z{\ ;
b 1Ry
L. No Braodshaw, for Applicent.

E. Le Murray, for C. Swanston & Son, Meat ﬁacko'-a,
Protoestants.

N. W. Cook, for North Sacramento Lend Compeny,
7 .Protestants.

BY THE COMMISSION:
OPINION

In this proceeding the Sacramento Nozthern Reilway seeks
authorify to discontinue passenger service on 1ts Sacramentom
Swanston Branch. A public hearing was conducted in this matter
before Zxaminer Hunter at Sucrumento, September 13, 1932, et
which time the matter was takexn under submission.

Applicant*s Swanston Branch extends from its Urnion Station
(Electric)-; in Sé.c:_:amento » in &« northeasterly direction through
North Secramento to a terminal at Swanston, located iy the wum-
incorporated portion of Sacramento County. The total length of
this local line is approximately four miles. AlL of this line,
excep’c'l‘.s miles on the northeasterly end, Is jointly used by
trains operating between Sacramento and Chico. The dis'trict at
Swanston ic developed le.rgely for industrial purposes. At present
there are three ’industries Located at this point, viz.’, 2 meat

packing plant, & pencil wood factory axd & wool plant. Ixcept
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tarougk the City of Smcrmmento, the territory adjacent to Appli-
cantts Swanston Line is rather sparsely settled.

The ;oa.sseﬁger service on epplicant's Swanston. Branch con~
sists of six round trips dally with no operation or Sundays or
holideys.

The following is takern from Applicsnt's Exhibits Nos. 2

and 3, Showing results of operation on said Swenston Bra.ncb.:

1928 1929 1930 19%). ° Jan.to June
, - == 1032, inecl.

Passenger Revenue $1,931. $1,535. 41,206, $1,014. $5%6.
Operation Cost plus $4,449. $3,955. $3",749. $3,745. 1::;‘,953.

taxes

Cer Miles operated 15,696 14,119 13,634 13,797 7,987
‘Bevenue per car mile 12,5¢ 10,96  8.8¢ P3¢ 6.7¢

Expense per car mile, _ ,
including texes 28,34 28,0¢ 27.5¢ . 27J1f 24.4€

Passengers hendled 32,800 26,081 19,497 16,393 8,796
Loss per passenger

handled, including
interest on cars

at 66 C1Le4f 14elf 19.4F 24.3F  23.2€
Exhibit No. 7 deals with the result of an origin and
destiration check teken omn that portiom of This branch lire dbeyond
the Junction with the main line to Chico over & twelve day period
Trom August Ird %o l6th, 3.932:, inclusive. This check shows that
on the average 26 pessengers por day were handled off and on this
section of the line.
The record shows that the North Sacremento Stage Line operates

& local service approximately parallel to applica.nt's Svré.nston Branch
and oo & much more frequent hoadway. '

Applicantts Exbibit No. 9 shows that its railwey operating
revenue has gra.dﬁally docrsased from $2,559,794 1n 1926 to $1,648,263
in 193 and for the Lirst six months of 1932 the revenuo was $554,638"
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wheress the operating income hes decreased from & profit of

$335,747 1n 1926 to a loss of §332,709 in 1931, and for tie first
six months of 1932 the operatihg loss amounted to $206,6464

Applicant has iﬁdicate& that 1f this application is
grented end future developments appear to justifly the resumption
of passenger service on this line, it will be provided.

The only protest to the gianting of this applicetion was
directed to the carrying out of the terms of certain agreements
entered into in 1914 and lQlS_between.ﬁgplicant's predecessor and
certain land and industrial interests, wheredy the railroad agroed
to operzte not less than six round trip passenger tralims over this
branch line daily, except Sundays and holideys, in donsideréfion
of a right=-of=~way grent and a sum of moRey surricienf‘to,covér
the cost of constructing the line. 7The protestants do not take
the position tha?t pudblic convenience and”necessity.reqnire the
continuvance of this service but contend that Applicant should
meke some monetaxy adjustment Lif and vwhen pessenger service‘is
discoptinued. It 1s clear thet the matter of adjusting the
contract between the railroed and the other interested parties
is not 6ne for this Commission to determine; on the other hand
it Iis proper that we should determine whether or not this appli-
cation should be granted on the question as to whether or not
pudblic convenience and necessity require the continuvence of this
’local service.

Arter_cﬁrerully considering the record iz this proceeding
it ic concluded that public convenlence and necessity, as evidenced
by tﬁe limited use of thais service, does not Justify 1ts continnnncé.
This conclusion is also supported by the fact that the district
sexved by tais line is also provided with pudblic tramsportation

by the dus company referred to above enéd that the continued opera-
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tion of passenger service on this branch line places &an unreason-

able financial durden upon applicant's other operations, therefore
the application should be granted. '

A pudblic hearing having been held in the above entitled

proceeding, the matter deing under submission and now ready for
deciston,

IT IS EEREBY ORDERED that Sacramento Northern Railway
is hereby authorized to diécontinue local peassenger service on

its Sacramento-Swanston Line (Swanston Branch) under the follow=
ing conditions: | ‘ '

(l) Applicent shall give the pudblic not less than
tern (10) days' advance notice of the discon-
tinuance of passenger service om this line,

by posting notices in all cars operated on
the line.

Applicant shell within twenty (20) days
thereafter, notifly this Commission, in writing,
of the discontinuence of sald service herein
authorized and of its compliance witk the
conditions hereof.

The authorization herein granted shall lapse
and become void if not exercised within one
(1) year from the date hereof unless further
time 18 granted dy subsequent order.

The offective date of this order shall be the date hereof.

Inmed at San Francisco, Califomle, this /@§22§/ day of
ember, 1958.




