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Docision No. ~JAATH,

BEFORE THE RAILROAD COMMISSION OF TEE STATE OF CALIFCRNIA.

In the Matter of the Application of

the SUNSET RAILWAY COMPANY, a

California Corporation, for authority Application No. 18154.
%0 discontinue its station at Maricopa

as an sgency station.

We Reed, for applicant.
We Johnson and T. N. Harvey, foxr protestants.

BY TEX COMMISSION:
QRINION

In this proceeding authority is sought to discontinue
the agency station at Maricopa, Kern County. 4 public hearing was
held at Maricopa dy Examiner Johnson on August 3, 1932, &t which
time evidence was taken and provisions made for the submission of
the matter as of August 28, 1932, The extended time for submission
was to permdit of the filing of cexrtain statistics and driefs,
Maxricopa is located at the end of applicantts Branch line,
there being no agency between Mericopa and Bakersfield, a distance of
43.5 miles., The Taft agency, however, which is locatedlbn another
brarch line diverging at Pentland, 1s 13.2 miles by rail and approxie-
mately 7 miles by highway from Maricopa.

Applicant's showing contains a statement outlining the

amount of dbusiness transacted at Maricopa Station during the lS-month

period April 1, 1931, to Jume 30, 1932, as follows:




Ravenuo

15 months period ending June 30, 1932.

Less-than=carload recelived, $2,291,31
Less~than~carload forwaxrded, 658441
Carloads received, _ 1,874.72
Carloads forwarded, 479.79

Total, $4,704.23

The Sunset Railway received $390,52 revenue as their pro-
portion of Western Union dbusiness trensacted at Maricopa Station
during the yesr ending December 31, 1931l. It was shown that the
station expense at Maricopa was approximately $2,750 during the 15
months period emding June 30, 1932.

The Maricopa agency handles the business for the non-agency
stations of Hazelton and Pentland, located lL.8and 4.5 miles to the
east, respectively. The record shows the amount of business credited

to these stations to be as follows:

Year ending December 31, 1931,

Hazelton Pentland

Carload revenue recelived ) 0 | $22,599,36*
Carload. revenue forwarded $1,186,00%%* 94,388,11**

Total, $1,186400 $116,987.47

* Gas pipe and tank material (unususl shipment)
*x  crude 0il
€k TLive stock

It is applicant's contention that the amount of less-than~
carload business at this station no longer warrants the maintain;ng
of an agent and that the carload business can be adequately handled
8t other agency stations.

This application was protested by various property

owners, oll producers, cattlemen and farmers in the nearby locality,
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it bYeing their contention that the amount of dusiness origineting

at thet station warranted the service of an agent and that in addition
Yo the less=-than-carload business, the amounts of carload business
should slso be given weight. It is further contended thet there is
consicderable Ifreight originsting at Hazelton, 1.S miles south, and
Dertland, 4.5 mliles east of Maricopa, and thet the shippers using these
nor=-agency stations are accustomed to transsct thelr business with the
company througk the agent &t Maricopse. A nmember of the Boexrd of
Supervisors of Xern County axd a member of the joint Highway Control
Soard in charge of comstruction testlified that the authorized cone-
struction work of o state highway of 17 miles, Maricopa to Venturs,
would start in the near future cnd most of the mschinery and material
would be handled throush Mericopa Station.

The Mericopa Station serves a permanent resident population
of 800, Sunszet oil field district and Cuyams Valley, a farming and
cattle raising locality.

Protvestants also teke the position that the c¢losing of the
sgency would not enadble the railroad company to effect all of the
saviag indicated In application, that it would be necessary to mein-
vain the bdbuildings and that the expense of clerical work and station=
ery would have to bde incurred at some other agency. In addition, they
point ouv that there would be some loss in revenue due to diversion of
freight Yo other means of trensportation.

There is nothling in the record %o show that the company hes
offered a plan to teke care of less-then-carload shipments destined to

r roceived at Maricopa; in fact the applicant's witness testified that
iz the case of less~thon-carloed shipments including perishable goods
to Maricopa, they would be unloaded on the company's platform or store

house at the shipper's risk. In other words, the company tekes the

position that its responsibility ceases after it has unlosded the




skipments from the car to the statlon facilities.

&S set rorth adbove, applicant shows that for the fifteen
zonths' period ending Jwe 30, 1932, the less-than=carload business
amounted 0 some $3,000. It is apparent thet the compeny's plan of
handling this volume of business would not be a satisfactory one.

In some ceses where the business is small, the Commission has approved
applicetions for the cbhandomment of agencies, provided the less-then-
carload shipments cre stored in the company's warshouse under lock

ard key and o custodian sppointed to keep the key, said key to be
available to shippers. In this case, however, where the less—thane
carload dbusiness 1s comparatively large, no such plan of sexvice is
offered by applicent.

With respect to applicant's contentior that the amount of
less=than~carload business does not Justifly the expense of maintain-
ing an agency at this station, it should be pointed out that while
the less=then-carload business orxdinarily requires the service of an
egent more than cerload business, considerztion should also be given
to the need for agency service to care for carload business, especially
where such business represeants a substantial revenue to the company
es Iin the case under consideration. Xurthermore, in analyzing the

in this proceeding, other factors should be considered, such
as number of patrons who will be arfected by the discontinuance
of agency, the nsiure of the commoditles shipped anéd received,
“he distance to other agencles and the convenience to the public in
trensacting dbusiness with the carxier.

In the instant cese it wes shown that MNaricopa is located

2% the end of the branch lire, there being no agency dbetween Maricopa

and Bekersfield, o distanco of 45.05 miles. The Taft agency, however,

whieh 1s located on enother bronch, is 13.2 miles by reil on a branch

Irom Pentlang.




After giving these matters full conmsideration, the Commission
the opinion that the Sunszet Railway Compeny should meintain en
v at Maricops.

Sunset Railwey Company, heving f£iled the above entitled
application for authoriiy to close its sgency 2t Maricopa, Xern

County, & pudblic hearinrg having been held and the matter duly

BY ORDERED thav the adove entitled application
be dezied without prejudice. :f(
Dated at Son Fronclsco, Celifornis, this 3L day

of WM , 1932.
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Comnis sioners.




