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Decision No. <ol .

3IZFORE TEE RAILROAD COLMISSION OF THE STATE OF CALISORNIA.

In the Matter of the Application
of the Fresno Traction Company
for Authorization to change
Schedule of Fares.

Application No. 18445.

BY THE COMMISSION:
CPINION
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Fresno Traction Company, applicant herein, is the owner
axd operator of the local street railway system serving the
City of Fresno.

The fares now in effect on this system were authgrized
by the Commission in its Decision No. 18656, dated July 21, 1927,
in Application No. 12653, the basic fare being 7¢ cash or three
tokens for 20£; in addition the company bas a speciel rate for
school children.

In the instant application; it is alleged, in effect,
theat under the present existing fares the revenue received is
insutficient to cover operating expenses and/or depreciation on
applicant's property; that apylicant believes a redﬁction in fare
for the short riders will increase business and thereby work to
the materisl benefit of both applicant and its patrons and that
the establishment of a 5S¢ fare for short riders will be more
equitable then the present fare structure which does not differen~
tiate betreen short and long haul riders.

In this application 1t is proposed to divide the system

into two ms jor fare zones; the imner zone, which will include the
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business section of the city, involving an area of about one and

2 half xilles squere, as shown in red on Exhidvit "A"™ attached o

the appliszation, and the outer zone, shown in yelléw on this exhibit,

to includ: the remaining ares now served by applicant. It is planned
to establish e 5S¢ fare, without transfer, for transportation within
the inner zome; the present fare structure is to apply for transporta-
tion outsidé the inner zone and those riding through the two zones.

Applicent proposes this change in the fare structure as
more or less of an experiment to be in erffect for a period of six
months. The result of this experiment will determine what position
applicant desires to take with respect to fares at the expiration

f the said six months' pericd. If no further order is made, the
rlen provides that the existing fare structure will be adoptéd.

Applicant's annuel report for the year ending December 31,
1931, shows the operating income %0 result in a loss of 555,686,

The passenger revenue, Acct. No. 101, for the year 1931 was @36;801.
less than the emount received in 1930. Reports filed with the
Comnission show that for the first six moaths of 1932 the passenger
revenue was $20,878. less than for a comparable period in 1931.

It eppears that applicant's plan of establishing a 5¢ fare
zone Jor short haul riders will result in a benefit to that portion
of 1%z patrons wio avail themselves of this sérﬁice énd it may be
that it will result in increasing app»licent's revenue without any
naturgl increase in the operating expenses; therefore the application

should ve granted by ex parte order as there appears %0 be no neces-
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The Commission having carefully consldered the above epn=

titled application and bYeing fully informed in the premises,




IT IS EERESY ORDERID that epplicant, Fresno Traction
Company, be authorized to file and make effective on its system
for a period of six months a new fare structure embodying a 5S¢
fare to apply in the central zone shown in red on the map attached
to application and marked Exhibit "4." In all other respects
the existing fare structure shall epply during this experimeptal
yericd.

Applicant shall comply with the Commission's rules
and regulations with respect to the L£iling of the changed fares
authoxrized herein. Sald new fares may become effective one
day after f£iling with the Coxmmission and notice to the public.

Dated at Sen Francisco, Californis, this'. ;44)45/
day of Octdber, 1932,
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Commigdioners. .




