VA
pecision No. 20282,

BEFORE THE RATIROAD COMMISSION OF THE STATE OF CALIFORNIA
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Ix the Matter of the application of
THE ATCEISON, TOPEEA AND SANTA FE
RATIWAY COMPANY, MODESTO AND RPIRE
TRACTION COMPANY and LOS ANGELES
JUNCTION RATIWAY COMPANY for author-
1ty under Section 63 of the Public
Ttilities Act to publish amended
rules and regulstions resulting ix
increased rates and/or charges.

Application No. 18274.
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Tn the Matter of the application of
SOUTHERN PACYFIC COMPANY, NORTEWESTERN
PACIFIC RAIIROAD COMPANY, THE WESTERN
PALCIFIC RATLROAD COMPANY, LOS ANGELES
& SALT LAKE RATLROAD COMPANY, PACIFIC
ELECTRIC RAILWAY COMPANY, SiN DIEGO &
ARTZONA RATLWAY COMPANY, SACRAMENTO
NORTHEEN RAILROAD COMPANY, TIDEWATER
SOUTEERN RAILROAD COMPANY, PETALUMA
AND SANTA ROSA RAILROAD COMPANY and
GREAT NORTEERN RAILWAY COMPANY for
avthority under Sectiom 63 of the Pab-
l4ic Utilities Act to pudblish amended
rules and regulations resulting in In-
creased rates and/or charges.

Application No. 18339.
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James E. Lyons, for applicants in Application 18339.

E. W. Caxp and E. C. Pderre, for applicaxts in Application
18274.

R. E. Wedekind, for Pacific Electric Railway Compeny ix
Application 18339.

. E. Bennett and E. C. Remwick, for Los Angeles & Salt
Leke Rasilroad Company, applicant im Applicatiom 18339.

BY TEE COMMISSION:

These two proceedings were by stipulation conmsolidated
and will be decided upon the one record.
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Upon motion made at the hearing the Modesto end Bapire
Traction Compeny and the Los Augeles Junctilox Railway CORMpany were
added to Application No. 18274 and by & similer requeat the Great
Northern Railway Company was made a party to Application No. 18339.

Applicants request guthority under Sectiom 63 of the Pub~
1ic Ttilities Act to amend certain rules snd practices ni)poaring ix
their terminal tarifrs governing the &iversion and reconsigument of
potatoes in straight carloads or in mixed carloads with fruits and/er
other vegstables, in a manxer which will permit the xssessing of ‘char-
ges for all Jiversions or recousignments after the third one bas beex
accomplisbed.

Proposed Item No. 914 aprearing oxn seventh reviszed page
35 of Southern Pacific Company Terminal Tariff No. 230-J, C.R.C.
3183, 1s illustrative on bebalf of all carriers and reads ix part

g3 follows:

"The following cherges will be made for the diversion
or reconsignment of Potatoes, in straight carloads, or when
potatoes axe shipped in mixed carloads with any of the com=~
modities specified in Item No. 911, and will be In addition
to any other charges provided hereim:

Diversion or Reconsignment Charge per Car
Pirst . . . .+ - . None

Second. . . . None

Third . .« o . None

Fourth. . o 2.70

Fifth . 6.30

Bach, subsequent to Fifrth 00 "
The tariffs now in effeot grant wnlimited diversicax or
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reconsignment privileges, without charge, Petween 2ll points withe
in the Stete of California. The proposed item or rule is now in
effect for interstate traffic wast of Chicagoe and for all intra-~

gtate traffic within all western states except California. Ix the

_ territory east of Chicago charges &re asgsessed for every diversion.
Public hearings ware held before Exsminer Geary at Los
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Angeles September 20 and at San Franciseo September 23, 1932, axd
the matters submitted. No protestants appeared at the hearings, xot
even to exter an sppearance, although notices were freely distrid-
uted.

In Justuiqation of the propossd charges applichnta' wit-
pnesses testified to the abtuses under the present rules, the complie
cated accounting and telegraphing necessary to make effective ihe
diversions apd the costs of performing the set-out end plck-up serv-
ices given the diverted cars. Tho cars are handled by mein line
freight trains, and from figures Presented it is estimated that for
esch time 2 oar is set out and picked up there is & cost of &t least
$6.25. There were exhibits showing the violent misume of the diver-
sion pririlcgea, the most glaring being that of a car shipped Atohi-
son, Topeka and Santa Fe Reilway from Lacto, a station tenx miles
west of Stockton, on January 30, 1931, arriving at Los Angeles, &
distance of 526 miles, on Mareh 2, 1931, copsurdng 32 days for &
journey which under ordinary conditions without diversion would
have takex only Ifrom two to three days. The car was diverted twen-
ty-ome (21) times. The first stop ordered was &t Stockton 10 miles,
the secondk at Riverbank 25 miles, then Empire 7 miles, Hughsox 4
miles, Denair 6 miles, etc. The obviocus reascn for moving cars
from statiox to statiom for short distances is for the purpose of
securing free storage and evading the paymwent of dm charges.

L letter (Exhibit No. 4) dated July 16, 1932, written by
"~ the .imim Fruit and Vegetable Shippors' Association to the Ine -
terstate Commarce Commission gave its approval to & try-out of the
adiversion and reconsignment rules on potatoes. The members of )
this organization handle approximately 600,000 cars amnually of
fresh fruit and vegetables, smong which are approximately 175,000
cars of potstoss.

Turther discussion of this convincing record is unnecessary.
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We £ind that the applications have been Justified and the

changes iz the items and rules will be authorized.

The Atchison, Topeka and Sante Fe Railway Compan&, Modesto
and Empire Traction Company aud Los Angelés Junction Railway Compﬁny
(Applicetion No. 18274), and the Southern Pacific Compeny, North-
wostern Pactfic Railroed Compsay, The Western Pacific Rallroed
Company, Los Angeles & Salt Leke Rallroad Company, Pecific Electric
ﬁailway Cbmpany, San Diego & Axizorna Rallway Company, Sacrarente
Yorthern Railrosd Compeny, Tidewater Southera Railroad Coupeny,
Detolune ané Sante Rosa Rellroad Company sed Great Northern Rellway
Company (Application No. 18339) heving applied %o this Commission
for suthority to change certein rules and rogulations goverring
the diversion and reconsignment of potetoes in sirelizbt or mixed
ca=loads 23 described in the tariffs, hearings having been beld,
ard basing this orxder on the findings and conclusions in the
opinion herein,

17 IS EERTPY ORDERED that the spplicents are hereby
authorized to cazcel tae cxlsting rules and in lieu thereof %o
publisk iz their respective texilfs the rules and fegulaxions set

forth in the applications and the exhidits attached thigfxo.

Dated at San Francisco, Callfornis, this 25— day of

Aeiihe, 1932




