Decision No.

BEFORE TEE RAILROAD COMMISSION OF THE STATE OF CALIFORNIA.
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(L . l 1 L .
In the Matter of the Application of u QQ wﬂu\-{ Jn:
NORTEWZSTERN PACIFIC RAILROAD COMPANY
for an order authorizing it to close ‘ '
the agency at Windsor Station, County Application No. 18354.
of Sonome, State of Cglifornis, during
the period November lst to August 3ILs<T,
inclusive, of each year.

Roy G. Hilledrand for Applicant.

W. H. Waterman for Shippers and Citizens of
Windsor. _

BY THE COMMISSION:
OPINION

In this proceeding the Northwestern Pacific Raillroad

Company seeks authority to establish a seasongl agency at Windsor,

Sonome County.

A public hearing was conducted in this proceeding
before Examiner Bunter at Windsor on Octoder 18, 1932,

At present epplicant maiptains & full time agency at
Windsor and it now proposes to operate this station as an agency
during the months of Septembef and October of each year, and as
a non-ggency during the remainder of the time,

Although the proposed period of operation as an agency
iz fixed in the espplication as two months during the normal time
of harvesting grapes; which commodity represents the greater
volume of carload shipments, it was shown that it is the company's

Plan o0 extend the time of agency operation if dusiness just:i.ﬁ.e&. '
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The following tadbulation shows the results of operation

at Windsor as shown on Company's Exhibit No. 1 and related

testimonys:
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Applicani®s proposed plan of operation provides that
during the time this station is conducted as a non-sgency, less-
than-carload shipments will be siored in the company's warshouse
undex lo‘ck and & custodlian of the key appointed; sefd key to be
made avalleble to shippers. The company also offers to meintain
a telephone at the station for the convenience of -11:3 patrons to

communicate with elther adjacent agency station on railroad

matters.,

¥ith respect to teking care of the passenger vusiness,

it was shown that during the time of non-agency station operation
pessengers may purchase their tickets from the con@uctor on the
train without extras costs, As for carload dbusiness, the proposed
plan of operation provides that cars will be furnished upon
telephonic request, personel contact with either adjacent agency,
or through a request to conductor of train stopping at Windsor..
The nearest agency stations to Windsor are Healdsburg,
located 5.1 miles to the north, and Fulton 4.4 miles to the south.
These adjacent agents will notify coﬁsignees of the arrivel of
shipments either by phone or mail; .shipments from the north will,
under the Company's plan, be handled by the Fultor agency during
the time the Windsor agency is conducted as a non-agency station,
and likewise by the Heeldsburg agency for shipments from the south.
A pumber of residents of Windsor and vicinity appesred
in opposition to the granting of this application, taking the posi-
tion thet the shippers of Windsor would be seriously inconvenienced
if epplicant®s plan to operate a seasonal agency were put into
effect, in. thet they would have to do business with either of the

adjacent agencies instead of having & man on the ground; that time
would be consumed in securing the key to obtain or store shipments
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in the Company's warehouse, and that the Company should consider
the total earnings of the station rather than limit the considera-~
tion to the rather low less-~than-carload revenue.

As shown in the tavulation given on Page 2 the total
revenue credited to Windsor Station for the year ending JLpril 30,

1932, less the revenue for the months of September and Oétobg::-,

amounted to $4,636., divided as follows: Carload business $3,264.
and less-thah-carload, passenger tickets, milk and cream 4;1;372.
The direct station expense, without allowance for transpoftation
and other expernses incidentel to performing the service during
this time amounted to $1,454. which is greater then the revenue
secured at this station for all business, oxcluding carloads.

In this case it appears that the carrying out of the
Company's ﬁlan of seasonal agency at this poimt will not work a
serious‘hardship on patrons of the line, since there is an agency
station within some five miles in either direotion and provision
is made to take care of the verious classes of service without
‘serious inconvenience to the shippers. This conclusion is reached
with the understanding that if additional business develops or the
proposed time for maintaining a seasonal agency does not meet the
Teasonable requirements of the Company's patrons, a revised or

extended time of meintaining the agenc§' will be effected.

4 public hearing having been held in the above entitled
proceeding, the matter having been duly sutmitted and the Commission
being now fully advised azd basing its order on the findinés of fact
as appear in the opinion which precedes this order,

;‘I’ IS HEREBY ORDERED that the epplicant, Northwestern
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Pacific Railroad Company, a corporation, be and 1t is herebdby

‘authorized to establish a seasonal agency station at Windsor,

County of Sonmoma, State of California, and to change its station

records and tariffs accordingly, provided that sald station be

continued as an agency station during the time from approximately

September lst to October 31st of each yeer and as a nomn-agency

station during the remaining period of each year, subject to

the following conditions:
(1)

Applicant shall each year notify the public ten(10)
days in advance of the closing of salid agency by
posting a notice in a conspicuous place at sald
station, and also notify this Commission, in writing,
that said agency is to be closed.

During the time the agency is conducted as a non=
agency station less-than-carload freight shipments
shall be stored under lock in company's warehouse and
the company telephone located at this station shell

be made available to patrons, the key to both warehouse
and telephore to be obtainadle from a custodian located
at or near said station, notice of which shall be
mainteined at both warehouse and telepbone advising
prospective shippers and patrons where the key may

be secured.

The euthorization herein granted shall lapse and become
vold if not exercised within one (1) year from the time
heﬁeor unless further time is granted by subsequent
order.

The Commission reserves the right to make such further
order in this matter as to it may seem right and
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ment, public¢ convenlence and necessity demsnd: such
aotiol.

The zuthority herein granted shall become effective

on. the'daté hereof.

Dated at San Francisco, California, this 3(¢§é§

aay ot LpTofler, 153,
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