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BEFORE THE RAII.?OAD COMMISSION OF TE:E: STATE OF CALIFORNIA. 

) 
In the Matter o~ the Application o~ ) 
NORT:ffiiESTERN PACIFIC RAlLROAD COMPANY ) 
tor an order authorizing it' to close ) 
the agency at Alton Station, County ot ) 
HUmboldt, State of California. ) 

----------------------------) 
BY TEE COMMISSION: 

ORDER -----

Application No. 18353. 

Northwestern Pac1t1c Railroad Company, a corporation, on 

August 19, 1932, applied tor ~uthority to close its agency at Alton 

Station on its main line in Humboldt County, State o~ California. 

A study or the company's stat10n records shows that 

$843.49 passenger business was transacted at said station during the 

year ending April 30, 1932, and $1,483.36 less-than-carload ~d 

$8,848.00 carload business was transacted in the same period. The 

station expense tor the s~e period amounted to $2,268.81, or 

approxima tely the same e.moun t as the revenue dar1 ved trom t he sale 

o~ passenger tickets and less-than-carload shipments. The carload 

business is confined to shipments of cattle, vetch an~ timber pro-

duced in this district and the company has indicated that it will 
,-

undertake to see that the carload shipments will receive reasonable 

and adequate service in the future and passengers can secure their 

tickets on the train from the conductor without extra cost. 
The nearest agencies to Alton are Fortuna, to the south 

15.4 miles, and Scotia, to the north 7.1 miles. 

The company alleges in its application that the abandon-

ment or said agency will not result in the abandonment ot any 

facilities, that the station will be continued as a non-agency 

station and that, in its opinion, the continued maintenance or 

said agency is not necess~ry tor the business ot the applicant or 
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tor the public. The company has indicated that if the application 

is granted it plans to take care ot lezs-than-e~rload shipments by 

storing them i~ the warehouse under lock and that the company's 

telephone located outside the station is to be made available to its 

patrons to cammun1~ate with the agents located at adjacent stations 

for the ~urpose ot ordering cars and transacting other railroad 

business. 
The Ca.11fornia. Farm Bureau Federation has signified, in 

writing, th~t it docs not object to the abandonment ot said agency. 

It appears that a public hearing is not necessary herein 

and that the application should be granted, therefore 

IT IS EEREBY ORD~R1J) that Southern Pacific Company is 

hereby authorized to aband.on its agency at the station of Alton, 

located on its main line in Humboldt Co~mty, and to change its 

station records and tariffs accordingly, subject to the following 

cond1 tions: 

(1) 

(2) 

(5) 

( 4) 

( 5) 

(6) 

Said agency shall be continued as a non-agency 
station .. 

The abandonment of said agency shall not result 
in an increase in tares to Northwestern Pacific 
Railrcaa ~Cm~any ~assengers bo~rding trains at 
th1~ point •. 

Applicant shall notify the public of the abandon-
ment or said agency by posting notices at least 
ten (10) d~ys ~r1or to the abandonment 1n a 
conspicuo~s place at said station. 
Less-than-carload shipments shall be stored under 
lock in the COtl.rany's warehouse and the cotl:pa.ny's 
telephone, located at the station, shall be made 
a7a1lable to its patrons. The key to both the 
wa~ehouse and tele~hone shall be obtainable from a 
oustodian located at or near said station ana notice 
ad~is1ng shippe~s where key may be secured shall be 
:aintained at both warehouse an~ telephone. 

A"licant shall, with1n thi~ty (30) days there~fter, 
notify this Co~ission, in ~~iting, of the abandon-
~ent herein ~uthor1zed ~nd ot its compliance with 
the conditions hereof. 
The authori=ation herein granted shall laDse and 
become void if not exercised within one (l) year 
tro~ the d.ate hereof, unless further time is granted 
by subsequent order. 
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The au thori ty herein gra!l.ted shall beco:re etfect1 va on 

t!le date hereof. 

~ated at San Francisco, California, this __ ~3~~~ 
01: October, 1932. 
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