
Decision. No. _2_' _5_' 3_G_4_' .• 

BEFORE TEE RAILROAD COMMISSION OF TEE sn.TE OF c..u.IFOBNIA. 

III the Matter 01: .A.pp11cat10n or the ) 
DEA.TR vA.!.LEY 'mANSPORT.1'lION' COMPANY ) 
tor a eertit1eate of public convenience) 
and necessity to exte~d its automobile ) 
service as a commo~ carrier now b~~ ) 
operated between Death Valle.y- J'unct1on ) 
and FtIrnace Creek I:o.n and o.'ther pOints ) 
1:0. m:td adjacent to Death Vall07, caJ.1- ) 
tOl"3l10, such extended service being ) 
between Bars-tow and Baker, Cal1:ro:rn.1a, } 
~d Death Vall«1 JUnetion ~orth to ) 
cal1:t'orllia-Nevada state Line, not now: ) 
be1ng served b7 applicant. ) 

:B:! mE COHaSSION': 

OPl'NION AND ORDER 

APplication No. 18506. 

By this ap~11catiOll. Death Valley Transportation CoIrXP8D.Y', 

a cor:porat1011., seeks IS certiticate ot publio convenience snd necess­

ity' author1z.1ng tlle transportation. ot passengers and baggage (A) "'on 

c.all." trom Death Valley J'unct1oIt over the Beatty Nevada higb."'8Y~. to 

the Ca~1torn.1a-Ke"Rlda. etate l1n.e, and (B) ~tweec. Barstow and Baker. 

AilP11c8llt is now opet'at1ng in and around. Death Valley un-

der certiticates of public con:venienee and necessity granted by the 

Commission. in Dec1sion 23128 of November 28, 193O, Application 

l7025; Dee1s1on 24179 dated November 2, 1931, A:pp11cation 17746; 

and Decis10n 24244., dated November 23, 1931, APplication. ~7776. 

It co:!lducts extensively ad.vertised. trips, which include meals. 

lodg1Jlg and transportation, and are knovm. as "Death Valley De-
. 

to-ars"'. During the season 19~1-32 approximately 400: persons were-



carried. OD. these tours. 

APplicant pro:poses in connect1on 'With and as an exten-

sion ot its :present operations to e.stablish an all-expense tour 

nom Barstow to Death Valley and retu:J:n. The trip is to be offer­

ed da1ly during the w1nter to'CX'ist season, which 1s approx1mately" 

November 1 to Apr1l 30 each year. Passengers will detrain nom 

ma1n:. 11:c.e trains or The Atchison, Topeka and Santa Fe Railway com­

pany- or Utlion. Pacific System at Barstow, proceed by Death Valley 

Transportation Company limousine to Baker, thenC!e b.y Tonopah am 

.Tidewater Railroad to Death Valley J1mction. The next day they 

'1'111 leave Death Valley J:unction. by Death Valley Transportation 

COlQany limousine, :prooeeding north to Beatty, Nevac1a, thence to 

Ry'olite, enteri:cg Death Valley from the east by Titus Canyon, 

thence south over the rloor or the va~~ey to FUrnace creek Inn. 

On the tll1:'d day tbe motor trip would inc lude Dante's View, Sal t 

Pools an.d Golden canyon, re t'CJ:'n1:c.g a8a1ll to Furnace creek Inn. 

The tourth day the trip concludes by 11mous1ne to Death Valley 

Junction direct, thence by Tonopah ~d T1dewater Railroad to Ba­

ker, thence to Barstow by Death Valley Trans:portation Company li­

mousine, where passengers will board main line trains to dest1na­

tioD.. 

The Death Valley Transportation Company now holds eer­

tit1cates or public conven1ence and necessity tor all the necessa­

ry routes except tl:an: Barstow to Baker and trom Death Valley Junc­

tion. to 'the calitornia-Neve,da state line, certif1cates tor which 

are sought in this proeeed1Dg. 

~e tare to be establiShed tor tbe all-expense tour here­

inbetore outl1n.ed is $21.50 per adult passenger. Children over 5 

and under 12 years ot age will be carried at halt tare, and hand 

baggage up to 40 :pounds per passenger w1ll be carried tree. No 
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local passengers will be carried. 

The ~ro~osed service is not 1n competition with ~~erv­

ice now existing, except that passengers will be transported bY' 

highway between Barstow and Baker in lieu ot the tram. service XtOW 

given by the Atchison, Topeka end Santa Fe Railway and tm ~onopah 
and Tidewater Re 1lroad. These. two carriers con.cur in this appli­

cation.. 

We are ot the opinion that this is a matter in which Ct 

Ilublic haSX'ing is not necessary and that the app11~tion should 'be 

gr8Xt.ted. 

Death Valley 'I'ransportat1on C'ompany is hereby placed up-

on notice that ~operat1ve rightsW do notconst1tute a class o~ 

property which should be capital1zed or used as an element ot val­

ue n determ1ning reasonable :rates. A.a1de from. their purely p'er­

missive aspec:t, they extend to the holder a 1'ull or partial mono­

poly or s. class of 'business over a particular route. ~is mono­

poly t68.ture may be changed or destroyed at any t 1me bY' the state 

which is not 1l:t any respect l.im1ted to the nUl1lber of rights which 

may be given. 

mE RAILROAD COMMISSION OF THE STATE OF CJ.LIFORNIA BERE-

BY DECLARES that p.ublic convenience and necessity require the ope­

ation ot all au.tomotive service tor the transportat10'1l or passen­

gers and baggage C"') Won call" from Death Valley Junction over the 

Beatty' XevacIa highway to the Ca11tornia-Nevada state line, and (B) 

be.tween Barstow and Baker. 

IT IS EEREBI' ORDERED that a certit1cate 01' :publi0 oon­

ven.ience am necesd ty tor such servioe be and it is here'by grant­

ed to Death Valley Trensportatio,n company, subject to the tollow-

1xtg eon.d1t1ons: 

1. The operation may be aeasonal, approximately trait 
November 1 to .I\.pr 11 30. 
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2. A;pp11cant shall 1'110 its written ac.ceptanae ot the 
cert1t1cate herein gr~ted within a period or not to 
exceed tirteen (15) days nom the date h~ot, stip­
ulating that such aceeptance is an enlargemen.t and 
extension or a ser"l'1ee already author1zed and not a 
new or separate gr~t. 

3. .4.PPlica:c;t shall. tile, in triplicate, end make et'f'ect-
1ve within. a period ot not to. exceed thirty (30) days 
:t:rom the date hereof', on one day' $ nct1ce t,o the com-
mission and the public a tariff' or ts.ritts const:ruc.t­
ed m accordance with tbe requirements or the Commis­
siont s General Orders and eon.ta1rl:ixtg rates and rules 
whioh, 1n volume and ert"eet, shall be identical. w.ith 
the rates end rules shom in the eXhibit attached to· 
the application. in. so tar as they eon1'orm. to the cer­
tit1cate here~ granted. 

4:. .A.p:p11cant shall tile, in duplicate, and meke ettect-
1ve w1thin a periOd. or not to exceed thirty (30) days 
t'rom date hereo!', on one day's notice to the'Comm1a­
s.ion and the public, t 1m2 schedules covering the serv-
1ce herein authorized, in a torm. satis!'actory- to. the 
Railroad Co:mm1ssion. 

5. The rights and :privileges herein authorized maY' not 
be d1seont1Il.ued, sold, ~eased, trans!'errcd nor ass18n­
ad unless the nitten consent ot the Ra1lroad Commis­
sion to such. d.1seontinuanee, sale, lease, trans:r'er or 
ass1gament has ti:rst been sectJred. 

6. No 'Vehicle my be operated. by applicant herein unless 
such vehicle is owned. bT said app11ean.t or is leased. 
by it tIJld.er a contract or agreement Oll. a bas1s sat1s­
:tactory to the Railroad comm:1ss10.;n. 

For e.l~ other purposes the ettect1ve date ot th1s order 

sball. be twenty (ZO) days trom the date hareo!". 

Dated at San F.raneiseo, calitorn1a, this 

or November, 19·32. 
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