Decision No. 2hinith

ZEFORE THZ RAILROAD COMMISSION OF THEE STATE OF CALIFORNIA.

| THE CITY OF SAN DIEGO, e municipal
corporation,
Conpleinant,

VSe Case No. 3152.

S4AN DIEGC CONSCLIDATED GAS AND
EIECTRIC COMPANY, a corporation,

Defendant.

Iz the Metter of the Investigation
on the Cormission’™s owe motion into
tkhe rates, rules, . regulations,
charges, classifications, contracts,
pra.ctices » Operations and service,
or any of then, etc., of SAN DIEGO Case No. 3153.
CONSOLIDATED GAS AND ELECIRIC CONM-
PANY, engeged in furnishing gas,
electric and steam heeting sexvice
in the City of San Diego and/or
other points within the State of
Calilornie.

C. L. Byers, City .;:cto*"ey, Tor the City of
San Diego.

Steaxns, Luce & Forward, by EZdgaer A. Luce and
Chickering & G*ego*y, by Tvan Tilliams and
walter C. Fox, Jr., for San Diego Conszolidated
Ges and Electric Company.

0. C. Ludwig, City Attorney, foxr the City of
Chule Tistea.

Ae B. Fry, Mayor pro tex of the City of Coronado,
fox the City of Coronalo.

Jo Co Zizar, City Attorney, for the City of Oceanside.

J. A. Iseacsoz, City Lttorzey, for the City of
Ia Jolla.

Je e Deuel, for Celifornie Farm Buregau Federation.

Zdgar B. Zervey, fox L. W. Wright.

John D. Reavis, for City Texpayers' Auditing

ssociation.

J. A. Isascson, City Attorney, for Natiomal City.

Gilmore Tillman, Assistant City Attorney, for the
City of Se.n Diego.

Thomas 'rhee_an, Assistan®t Dictrict Attorney, for

vie Boexd of Supervisors, County of 3Sexn Diego.




STEVENOT, COMMISSIONER:

FIRST SUPPIIVENTAL Q2INICN

Iz i{%4s Decision No. 24478, dated Februery 15, 1932,
in the ebove entitled natters, this Commission fixed interim
gas znd eleetric rates "Uo remaiz in effect only during the
pendency of these proceedings and until further ordex hercixz,”
sald decizion providing separate schedules of gas sxnd electric
rates 10 2pply in case the utility elected To continue the serv-
ice of memufactured gas or %o iustitute the service of natural
ges and, further, stating that

"If the Company elects not to introduce natural gas
these cases may, on the application of any perty,

be Testored to vthe calexndar for fuxther hearinge

at any time after August.

*If, on the other haxnd, the Company decides %0
~introduce natural gas the promotional rates

therefor should be givern a reszonable triel and

Turther hearizgs soould be delerred for at less?t

8 year or longer.".

Subsequent to the date oL saild decision and within
the vine speéiried in same, %his utility elected to, ard did, in
September, 1932, institute the service of zatural gas in its
territory, except Escondide, and 414 file ané make applicadle the
retes prescrived in szid decision.

Tnéer date of Decexmber 1, 1932, the City of Soxn Diego
filed a complaint axnd & petition to reopen the above entitled

matters, alleging that widespread disczatisfaction exists on




the paxt of the people o San Diego with the ckharges for net-
ural gas service, particulerly amoxg the small or convenlence
users, whickh hes resulved iz coﬁplaints egeinst the Iincreceased
ninimun charges eppliceble v service rendered Vo sald szall
users, anéd praying for axn order of the Commission reducing said
pinizum charges and shifting & portion of seme %o those consum-
ers who use gas.

A pudlic heering was held in this metter on Decex-
ber 28, 1932, at Sex Diego, Californis, at whick time testizony
ené evidence were introduced, nome of whick, however, would
alter the record made thus far O reuse the Coxmission to change

it; findinss.

Witness for the City of San Diego introduced sug-

gested schedules for ngtural gas service, reducing the minimum
charges ernd increasing the charges in the subsequent dlocks. He
testified that while these suggested schedules would reduce the
Dills oL the smell consumers they would Increase fhe bills of
consumers who use substaxntial cuantities of gas and, *herelore,
were less promotional in zature then the schelules prgscribed
by this Commission in Declsion No. 24478.

Ee further testified that, contrexy to the erroneous
impression of many of the people in San Diego, the consumers of
this utility would enjoy the full exount of reductions sget forth
in this Commission's Decision No. 24478.

Witnesses for the utility testiried'that the smell or
convenlience users ere not the poorer class o consumers and
showed thet the working class which meinteins familles and komes
ere substential users of gas.

In Decision No. 24478 the Commission says: "Zach of
the proposeld netursl gas schedules would slighily {zcrease bills
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of the so-called convenience users dut would work varying re-
ductions in ¢ost 0 consumers who use gas v any comsideredble
extent. Tor a femily using netural gas for cooking and heating,
the reduction iz cost over the present cost of manufactured ges
would be subdbstential.”

After cereful consideration of all of the evidence
and vestimony inmtroduceld at cald teering, together with the
very coamplete Trecord of previous hearings therein, and recog~
nizing thet 17 this ﬁtility is % duild up its natural ges sales
within the period estimated and %0 a point where fuxther redud;
tion in rates is possidle, 1t will be essential that uninter-
rupted service be rendered under the promotional type o7 rates
presceribed in Decision No. 2447S. It is ny opinion thet the
testimony and evidence introduced at this hearing and the ex-
perience of the utility under raturel gas service 1is insuf-

ficlent to werrant any change at this time in tpe schedules pre—‘

seribved in Decision Xo. 24478. It is ny further opimion that

the rates set forth in said decision should remein effective
for & year or more in order thet a falr anld reasonadle test may
be had of then.

I, therefore, recoxmend the following form of Order:

FIRST SUPPLEMENTAL ORDER

The City of San Diepo, havinggbetitioned t‘ f the Corme
mission re-opern the proceedings iz connection with Cases Nos.
3152 end J153, Decicion No. 24478, and revise the invterin rates
0% Sar Diego Consolideted Gas and Electric Compeny for natural
2as service as prescrided in saild decision sO as to "reduce the
ixcreased durden which has been placeld upon the useré of small
quantities of gas,™ public hearing heviag beex held and the mat-
texr belng submitted end now realy for decision,
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The Reilroad Coxxzissioz of the State of Califormla
pow 2inds as a fact thet the interinm rates charged dy Sam Diego
Consolidated Ges and Electric Company now in effect, and as set
forth in Decision No. 24478, ere just and reasonable for the pur-
poce and period therelin set forthe.

Based upon the foregoing Linding ol Tact,

IT IS KEREBY ORDERED that the comp;aint of the City
of Sex Diego be and it is Rhereby dismissed.

The effective ldate of this oxler shall be the date here-

The foregoing Opinion and Order are Lereby zpproved and
ordered f£iled as the Opinioz and Oxder of the Railroald Commissioz
o the State of Californiea.

Dated st Sem Frazcisco, Celifornia, this 31st day of
Decexber, 1932,
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