" Decizion No.

BEFORE THE RAILRPOAD COMMISSION OF TES STATZ OF CELIFOHNIA.

In the Metter of the Apdlicetion of )
CENTRAL CALITORNIA TRACTION COMDANY )
t0 discontinue passenger zervice ) Application No. le442.
between Stockton, Lodi,axd Sacramento )
end izntermediate points, except strect )
cer sexvice betweer Sacramento and ;

Colonial Heights.

.. Tor applicant. :

J. Leroy Johnson, City Avtorney for City of
Stockton, intexested party.

Louttit, Naxceau & Louttit, by Thos. S. Louttit,
for certain residents in the vicinity of Morada,
protestants. _

3award Stern, Rellway Express Ageney, Ine.,
interested party.

G. M. Steele, Tor the City of Lodi, interested perty.

Y THE COL2IsSsIoN:

OPINTON

In This zpplication Centrzl Califorrie Traction Compény
requests authority to discontinue interuroan paessenger sérvice
between Stockton, Lodi, Sacramento and intermediate points. A
public hearing was held at Stockton oz Novemder 25, 1932, by
Zxeminer Eandford and 2%t tais hearing the metter was submitted,
but protestants were allowed thirty (30) days in whick to file
excepiions to certein stetistical exhidits rendered by applicant.

Central Celifornia Trection cdmpany oyerates an elec-
trically propelled railroad between Stockton, Sen Joaguin Cownty,
and Secramento, Secramento County, with a szoxrt dbrameh line into
the City of Lodi. 3oth freight and pascenger service iz provided,
dut 1% 1c the intent of the present avplication to discoatinue

all pessenger service with the exception of certein local street
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cars operating in and in the immedi te‘vicinity of the City of

Sacranentio.

In support of its epplication, applicent presented an
exnibit cornsisting of wvarious maps, tadles and schedules covering
ite operetions, revenues, expenses, rates, schedules and dis-
tridution of passengers. These exhidbits show thet during +vhe past
five years the passenger operations of Centrel Calirqrnia Traction
Compeny have failed to produce sufficient revenue %0 péy'the.out-
of-pocket costs of the service. During the year 193l a loss of
epproximetely $40,000. was incurred. Ceriain statistics Lfrom

'4his exhibit are shown 1z the following tedble:

Operating Expense
Tout~-of-nockes Cost™
»lus taxes

$139,417.

Tear Revenue

1920 . 3276,459.

Net Incone

8137 042,

1921
loz2
1923
l924
1925
laz2é6
1927
1928
1929
1930
1931
1932 (6 Mos.)

. 291,266.

229,670.
205,529,
149,500
122,105.
100,841.
9%,909.
85,034,
71,4E5.
64,564
47,220.
16,692.

141056,

128,12%.
132,190,
129,727,
103,367
95,213,
89,086.
91,147.
91,934
91,491.
87,170

1102210,
101,547.
73,239,
29773,
18728.

5. 628.

(=) g’?f?'
-y 6115,
(=)20,449.
(-)26.927.
(=}39.950.
(~)16.576.

33,629,
Note: (=) Indicates Deficit. |
On enother sheet of this exhibit the total reverues,
opereting expenses and income of the company are shown and this
tebulavion indicetes vhat in the yeaxr 1931 the Central California
Traction Compeny operated at 2 loss of £100,000. dut a slight
profit was mede in 1930. In the tTwo previous years, 1928 and 1929,
the operations of the company as & whole were conducted at & loszs.

From 1920 to and including 1927 the operations show a profit. The




rete Of returz on the Hook value of the company's investment in
Toad and e@uipment at no tize, however, in these years exceedéd
2.77%, the l2-year average bvYeing 0.867%.

The company aow provides four scheduled round 4rips
between Stockton end Sacramento daily and seven vetween Stockton
and Lodl. In addition there 1s a shuttle service commecting
certainnstockton-Sacramento treins into Lodi.

Iﬁ ore of its tadulations applicant presents Ligures to
show that only vhxree of these twenty-two tTrains pay the weges of
the train crew aad the c¢cost of power enc maintenance of cars
1nvolved;‘and that nine trains fall to pay even the wages of the
crews opersting them. A ten-dey check of the point of origin
and destinafion of 2ll passengers was conducted and in one of <the
tables of the exhibit these data are ghown, supplementedzﬁy the
revenue aceruing from each stetion oa the line. This tadble indi-
cates that the largest nuxber of passengers is handled iz the

territory between Stockton and Lodi and 1t appears that there

are a certain number of commuters between these cities. , The

exhidit shows, however, that even the Stockton-Lodl service is

provided at a substanvial 10ss. The total revenue acceruing ia
the tén—day periéd on this portion of the line wes $217.58.

Taile the actual cozt of the service during the same period is
not available, the exhivit does cshow that 2,374 car miies were
operated ir the Lodi service at en out-of-pocket cost of &t least
20 ceats per car mile, indicating thet the cost Of service is
zmore <kan twice the Trevenue.

Pessenger service between Stockton 2nd Sacramento is
lso offered by Southern Pacific Company and The Western Pacili
Reilroad Company, and the Pacific Greyhound Lines and Piver Auv

Stages operate motor stage service between these c¢cities end

invermediate poinvts. A Tepresentative of the Pacific Greyhound
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Lines appeared at the hearihg ané stated that kis company operated
Tive schedules cach way between Stockton and Sacraxento and could
handle extra dusiness ané sccommodete all passengers now.carried
oz the caés oz the_Ceitral California Traction éompany.

Residents Irom several communities along the line of

the traction company appeared ond drotested the adbandonment of

this service, the principal protests Yeing from a coxzunity kmown

es Morada, about seven miles north of Stockton, exmd from Tilton in

Secremento county.

L study of the passenger check indicates that during the
ten-dey §er16d considered 102 pessengers were handled %o and-frbm'
the station ot Moreda emd the adjacent stetion at Zildreth, ezd
that 26 passengers were handled 1n 2nd out of Tilton. Several of
the witnesses representing these communities stated that théy had
no other means ¢f {ransportation, but others testified that they
orédinarily useld their own automodile.

Tae Mayor of the City of 1041 also entered & protest for
thet ¢ity and stated that Lif the application were granted, thé
city would like %o bave the trecks rTemoved Irom ome of its main
business streets. L witness representing the company steted,
hoﬁéver, that these tracks were necessary %o reach certain.indus—
tries for freight zervice. IU appears to the comiission taat the
- removal of these tracks cannot be eguitadly han&led asva‘condition
in *the present amplication.
| Certain of the protestants take the position that the
trein service should 10t be ebaxndoned simply because 1t is,OPe:atéd
&t & loss for meny other lines of indusiry aﬁe also su:fefi;g
losses under present conditions. I the decrease in :cvenues accru~
1ng'rromvthe‘péssenger sexvice were cdue ezclusively or éven lexgely
tTo the general buciness depression there might bYe some merit in this

position. This is not %the case, however. DJassenger revenue of the
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Central Californiz Traction Compeny haz been declining steadily
for meny years and over periods of doth prosperiily and depression.
While some of the decrease in paitronage during the lest Two years
1s unguestionadbly due to general dusiness coaditions, the consisvy~
ext downward trend hes been ccused by the changing status ol the
node of pudblic traasportatlion.

Mhen this rellroad wes coastruchied and during the
eerly years of its operation transportation by public conveyance
was the common practice whereas at the preseat time it is <the
exception. The coavenience, {lexidility and speed of the private
automobile in the class of transportetion furnished by the passenger
cervice of <he Centrel Californiz Traction Compeny oflers competi-
tion which the rallrocd cannot meet. Waile it Ls true that a few
o2 1%5 old petrons continue 40 use *he reil service ead soze may
at %imesz consider such service & necessity, the bulx of the traveli:zg
public use & private sutomodile whezever eveilable andé patronize tke
rellroed pessenger service oniy ipeidentolly Or Lin an emergoency.

Under these conditions the railrocd end the petrons of
its other services should not be durdened with the loszes incurred
in providing pesscnger service, particularly when the reilroad's

operations as & whole are carried oa &t 2 suostentizl loss. The

Comzission hes sivea careful counsideraiion O the record iz this

proceeling ané& is of the opinion that the epplication should be
granted.
OQRDER

Central Celifornic Traction Company kaving made applica-
+ion to discontinue the operation of all passenger treias on Lts
1ine of rzilrosd wish the exception of locel sireet car service
1n the City of Sccremento aznd in the Lmmediate vicinity thereof,

¢ public heesring heving beexn held, +he matiter heving been duly
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submitted, . : ‘
. IT IS EEZRIZY FOUND AS i FACT thet public convenience end
necessity no longer require the onerauion of zaid passenger <trains, and

IT IS SIRISY ORDIRED thet Central Californiz Traction
Company Lic heredy grerted authority to discontinue the operation of
passenger trains between Stockton axnd Lodi and Stockton snd SacTe-
mento and Vo cancel in conformity with the rules of this Commission
all passengér rate texriffcs and time schedules between said'ﬁoints,
subject to the following comditions:

i. Applicant shall »ost notices of said abendonment in

itz cars end at its stetions at least ten (10) deys in advence o2

‘the discontinuence of said passenger service,

| 2. Applic 1t shall within thirxty (30) days therealter
nofir this Cormmission in writing of the ebandonzment of the passenger
‘sérviée berein authorized 2nd o its compliznce with the conditions
hereof.

3. The authorizetion herein grexnted shell *apse and
become void if not exercised within one (1) year from the date hereof
uiless ther time is grented By subsequent order.
| The effective date of this order shell be‘twenty (20)
days from the date hereol excepiing that the notices required iz
Condition 1 may be posted prior <o said effective date

Dated &%t San Francisco, Californie, this /QQ)QZZ/ dey
ofIJanua:y, 1933.

@/’./ /
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Pommisqione*u.
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