. ~t la X %)
Decision Noe DEERAR

BEFORE TEE RAILROAD COMMISSION OF THE STATE OF CALIFORNILe

In the Metter of the Application of
(a) SOUTHERN PACIFIC COMPANY for an
Ordexr authorizing it to close the
agency at Parmington Station in San
Joagquin Coun?y, State of California,
and (b) RAILWAY ZXPRESS AGENCY, INC.
for an.Orlder authorizing it to aben-
don its egency at said station.

Roy G. Eilledbrand for Applicant,
Southern Pacific Coxmpany.

m. Lord for Applicent, Rallway
Express Agency, Ince

J. Jeo Deuel fox Protestants.

3¥ TEE COMMISSION:

CPIXNIOKXN

This is & Joint applicetion dy Southern Pacific Con-
pany and Rallway Expréss Agency, Inc., seeking authority to

close their respective agencles at Farmington, ‘San Joacuin County,
Californiza.

A public nearing was held in this proceeding at Stock-

ton by Examiner Johnson on November 4, 1932, and et this hearing
the matter was duly sudbmitited end is now ready for decision.

Farmington 1s a station on Southern Pacilic cémpo.ny_'s
Oskéale Branck. The nearest agency to the west is at Stockton,
located & distance of 17.3 miles and to the east the néarest
agency is Qakdale, & distence of l4.2 xiles. Farmington is
sorved dally except Sunday by one nassengexr tré.in.;: and one local
freight train ip each d.irec"cion’ and is & shipping point for a
laxge agricultural and stock reising eres.

Southern Pacific Compeny's Zxhibit No. 1 shows the
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railroed business handled at this point for the two-year pex-
iod ending August 3L, 1932, to be as follows:

ot 4% B0 e

Ttem's

Bueiness conducted for
Year Ending Avgust 3lst,

1954

Y A 8

L9592

Trel ; t FTorwarded aand Receivodi -
ACarEoEs {cexs) . 396

*Carload Revenue - Local
Cerloal Revenue - Interline
Less~than=carload -~ Tons

*Less~than~carlioad Revemie -

Local
Less=then=carload Revenue =
Interline

Passorngers and Revenue:

- Agency neports - Passengers
Agency Reports = Revenue
Milk and Cream (Cans)

MLl and Cream Revenue

Station Data:

Pleces o baggage handled
Number way bills made
Number freight Bills made
western Talon messages

Total

196

67

472

239

$4,494.
3,907,

404.
46.

NUumber: Kevenue : Nulper:Rovenue:

60
£1,624
'1,156.

67

149.
2l.

S7
5
468
129

3,135

*Poxr the items of Local Freight Revenue ke amounts
shown are one~hal?d of the actual revenue in order %0 al=-
locate or credit to this station its proportion of the
revenues derived therefrom.

The principal commodities shipped from this point ere

rice, wheat, bdarley, grapes, straw anld live stock.

It 1s contended by the railroad that the volwze of pas-

senger, milk end cresm and less-than-carload business at this

station no longer warrants the expense of maintaining an sgent

for this class of dusiness and that the carload dusiness ¢an be

sdequately handled at the adjacent agency stations. It was shom

that the station expense at Farmington for the year eizding Au=-

gust 31, 1932, emounted to £1,621., wherees the revenue derived

from carrying passengers, milk and ¢reem and less~than—carload
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business smounted to $353., and the totel revenue £3,133. I
the application 1= g::én‘ted, Southern Pacific Compa:iy proposés

to store less-than=carload shipments in the warehouse under lock
and install 2 company‘telephono connecting with the adjacent
agencies for tho use of 1ts patronse.

Referring now % that portion of the spplication

wherein the Rallway Express Lgency, Inc., seeks authority %o

ebandon its agency at Farmington:

The record shows that the revenues derived from
express shipments for the annusl period ending July 31, 1932,
smounted to $566. The Express Compeny's witness testified that
an attempt had been made tO secure the“services of an ageat to
represent it in the event Southern Pacific Company's agent was
withdrewn a2t thi=z point but was umsuccessitul in seéuring the
sexrvices of 2 representative.

The granting of this epplication was protested dy
the Celifornia ?gm Bureau Federation ard a number of property
owaers in the lééalit:r. It was their contention that the
ebandonment of this agency would work a hardship on applicant's
patrons in that they would not receive notice of the arrival -
of less-then-carloald shipments and be deprived o1 agency ser=
vice in ordering cars; that the Farmington Agency handles the
bdsiness Tor a number of adjacenﬁ non=agency points, the rev-
enue from whick should be credited %o the Farmington Station;
that in studying the ecomomic justification for an agency at
this point the question of revenue should net be confined o
that received from passenger, milk and cream anld less~than~car-
load dusiness dut should include the revenue derived fIom cor-
loed shipments; that the savings in operating expenses that
would accrue as a result of abandoning this egency would de

lost in whole or pert as a result of diversion of freight %o other
B




means of transportation, and that this district experienced an
unprecedented crop fallure during the years 1931 and 1932 4due
to drouth, whickh materially refuced the railroad dusiness.
After cerefully comsidering the record in this pro-
ceeding, together with that in fpplication No. 18418 wherein the
seme applicants seek authority to clpse thelr Jjoint agency at
Milton, it has been concluded that the Farmingtor Lgency should
be continued as a jart-tﬂne sgency. This conclusién 1s reached
upon the bvasls that there kes been some showing of pubdblic cone
venience and mecessity for agency service at this point and
the contention that the business is a2t & low level at this time
due o general business conditions end drouth in this Qistrict.
The opportunity presents itself here to make = saving in oper-
ating expenses by having ozne sgent take care of the stations of
both Fearmington and lexon by dividing his time detween these
two sfatidns which are separated by highway, a distance of 15
miles. In view of the fact thet there Is dut one trein oper—
eted on the Milton Branch per week, it is suggesteld that the
agent spend one day a week at the Milton Station, preferedly the
day the train runs, and the remainder of his time at Farmington.
This plen of continuing the agency station &t this point might
be considered as an experimental plan anéd after & reasonable
period of time, II it can be shown that business does not in-
crease, as has been estimated by protestants, the Commission
w1ll give consideration to another applicetion for complete
abandonment of this agency station.

ORLE

A public¢ hearing hﬁvine deen held in the above en=

titled proceeding, the matter having been duly submitted end being
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now ready for decision,

IT IS HEREEY ORDERED %that Southern Pacific Company
ané Reilwey Zxpress Agency, Inc., respectively, are hereby
authorized to esteblish part-time sgencies at Farmizgton, lo-
cated on Southern Pacific Company's Qekdale Brénch, in San Joa=-
quin County, Celiformia, subject to the following conditions:

(1) Agency shell be maintained at this stetion
10t less then three days per weeke

(2) The estadblishment of a part~time agency at
this station shall not result ir an increase
in feres to Southern Pacific Company's pas-
sengers boarding trains at this point.

Southern Pacific Company shall, when the
agent is not on duty, store less-than~cer-
load shipments under lock in the company's
warehouse and railroad telephore located.
at this station shell be made availsdle %o
its patrons, the keys t¢o doth warehouse
and telephone %0 be obtainable fron a cus-
todien located at or near said station, and
notice advising shippers where keys may bde
secured shall de maintained at Doth ware—
house and telephone.

Railway Express Agency, Inc., shall, when

the agent 1s not on duty, continue o

handle express shipments moving into or

out of saild point, provided they are tendereld
%0 or received from an express messenger at
the caxr door of trains stopping et said point.

Applicants shell give the public ezt least
ten (1C) deys' notice prior to putting into
effect the reduction of agency sexrvice dy
POsting notice in a comspicuous plece at
said stetion.

Applicants shall, within thirty (30) days
thereafter, notify this Commission of the
reduction in service herein authorized
end of their complience with the condi-
tions hereoZX.

The authorization herein granted shall
lapse and become volld if not exercised with-
in one (1) year from the date hereof.

The authorization herein granted shall decome offective
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on the dete hereofe. /
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Deted at San Francisco, Celiforaia, this
ot ) vt s AAAA s 1933
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