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In the Matter of the ~pplieation ot ) 
(al SO'C''!'frE!P.N PACIFIC COY2JJrr'tor an ) 
Order authorizing it to close the ) 
ageney at ?ar.m1ngton Station 1n san ) 
~oa~in County, State o~ California, ) 
and. (b) RArLWJ;Y ZlPP.ESS AGENCY, INC. ) 
tor an"Orde:r authorizing it to abe:c.- ) 
don its agency at said station. ) 

Application No. lS386. 

-----------------------------) 

BY ~ COMMISSION: 

Roy G. Hillebrand. tor Applicant, 
SOu the=n Pae1t'ic Company. 

m:.. Lord tor j,pplieent, R-a1lway' 
Express Agency, Inc. 

J. J. Deuel tor Protestants. 

OPINION -- ...... ~-- ....... 

This is a joint applicetion by SOuthern Pacific Com-. 
:pally end Railway Express Agency, Inc., seeking author 1 ty to 

close their respective agencies at Far.m1:c.gtoll, San JoaqUin COUllty, 

California. 

A public hearing was held ill this p:roceed1ng a:t Stock

ton by Examiner Johnson on November 4, 1932~ and' at this hearing 

the matter VIaS duly subm!tte~ and is now ready tor deeision. 

Fa...-m1ngton is a stat10n on Southern Pac1tie Company's 

Oakdale Branch. The nearest agenoy to the west is at Stockton, 

located a d1st~ce ot 17.3 miles and to the east the nearest 

agency is Oakdale, a diste.nce ot 14.2 miles. :FarmingtOn is 

served daily except Sunday by one passenger tra.in.:" and one loeal 

tre1ght train in each direction and is a ship~ing ~oint tor a 

large agricultural and stock raising area. 

southern :?a.cit1c Com:pany's Exhibit No.1 shows the 
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railroad business handled at this point tor the two-year per

iod ending August 31, 1932, to be as tollows: 

. ------- I t e m. 's 

: Business conducted tor : 
: Year Ending August 31st. : 
: !§31 : 1932 : 
:Number:Revenue:Number:Revenue: 

Fre1~t Forwarded and Received: 
. Car oas ( cars) . 396 60 

*Carload Revenue - Local $4,494. $l,624. 
Carload Revenue - Interline .3,907. .1,156. 
Less-than-carload - Tons 196 67 
*Less-t~-earload Reve~e -

Local 404. 149. 
Less-than-carload Revenue -

Interline 46. 21. 

PasseESers and Revenue: 
lBency Reports- Passengers 120 92 
Agency Eeports - Revenue ss. 71. 
Milk and Cream. C Cans) 391 357 
Milk and Cream Revenue 134. ll2. 

Station Data: 
pieces ot baggage handled 67 57 
N'omber way bills made 472 US 
Ni:mlJ:>er t're1ght bills made 901 468 
~estern union messages 239 129 

Total $9,070. $3,133.. 

*For the items ot Local Freigll t Re"1ent<.e :he amounts 
sllo\"'Zn eJ;"e one-b.e.lt ot the actual revenue in order to el.-
locate or credit to this stat10n 1ts p:oport1on ot the 
revenues derived theretrom. 

The principal eommod1t1e~ shipped trom this po1nt are 

riCe , wheat, barley, grape s, straw and live stock. 

It is contended by the railroad that the volume ot pas-

zenger, milk end cream en~ less-than-earload business at this 

zta tion no longer warrants the expense ot maintaining 8ll. aG~t 

tor this class ot bus1ness a:d that the carload bUSiness can be 

adequately handled at the adjacent agency stations. It was shown 

that the station expense at Far.min~n tor the year ending AU

gust 31, 1932, amounted to $1,621., whereas the revenue der1ved 

trom carrying passengers, milk and cre8lU and less-then-carload 
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business a=unted to $353., and the total revenue $3,133. It 

the application is granted, Southern Pacific Company proposes 

to store, less-than-earload shipments in the warehouse under lock 

and install a companY' tele?hone eo:a:c.ect1ng With the adjacent 

agencies tor tho use or its patrons. 

Reterring now to the. t portion or the applice:ti0n. 

wherein the Ee.1~way Express Agency, Inc., seeks author 1 ty to 

abe.ndon its ageILcy at Fa."'"m1ngtOll: 

The record sho"NS the. t the :revenues derived !:rom 

express shipments tor the annual :period ending July 31, 1932, 

amounted to $566. ~e Express CompsnY's W1tness te8t1t1ed that 
-

an attempt had been made to sectlre the services or an agent to 

represent it in the event Souther.n Pacitic CompanyYs agent was 
~ 

withdrawn at th1~ point but was unsuceeestul 1n seeur1ng the 

services of e. rep~e3entat1ve. 

The grant1ng or this app1ice:tion was ;protested b:; 

the Ca11tornia F~Burcau ~ederation a:~ e. nnmber of propert7 

owners in the loca11ty. It was their contention that the 

abando:cment or this agency would work a hardship on applicant Y s 

patrons in that they would not receive notice or the errival 

or less-then-carload sh1pmc~ts and be deprivod ot'agency ser

vioe in order1ng ears; that the Farmington Agency handles the 

business ~or a number o! adjacent non-agenc:; points, the rev

enue from which should be cred1ted to the Farm1ngton Sta't1on; 

that in studying the economic justification tor an agency at 

this point the question ot revenue should not 'be contined to 

that :r:ece1ved fiom. passe:oger, milk and cream. end less-t:be.n-ear

load business but should include t~e revenue derived ~rom car-

load shipments; that the sav1Dgs ill operati:og expenses that 

would accrue as a result.ot abandontng th1s ageney would be 

lost in whole or part as a rezuJ. t or di vers10n ot treight to other 
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means ot transporta.tion, end that th1s dist:Oict exp;::r1enced all 

unprecedented crop ~a11ure during the years ~931 and 1932 due 

to drou:th, which me. ter1e.lly reduced the railroad bu:s1ness. 

Arter carefully considering the record in this ~:o

eeed1ng, together With that in Application No. 18418 wherein the 

S&:l.e applicants seek author 1 ty to elos.e their jOint agency at 

Mil ton, 1 t has been concluded the. t the Farmington .4ge:c.cy .should 
>, 

be eontinued as a part-t1:Q.e agency. This conclusion is reached 

upon the basis that there he.s been SOl:1e show1Dg ot publio con

venience and necess1ty tor agency service at this po1nt and 

the contention that the business 1s at a low level at this time 

due to general business conditions end drouth in this district. 

1'he oI>portun1. ty presents i tselt' here to mske eo saV1ng in oper

ating expenses bY' having O:le agent take care ot the- stations ot 
both Fam1ngton end Milton by e1v1d1ng his t1m.e between these 

two stations which are separated by highway, a d1stance o'! lS 

miles. In view ot the tact that there is but one train oper

e.ted on the M1l ton Branch per week, 1 t is suggested that the 

agent spend one day a week at the Mllton Station, preferably the 

day the tJ:'e.1n ru.ns~ and the remainder or his time at Fsm1ngton. 

This plan ot continuing the agency station at this point might 

be considered as an e%pe%~ental plan ~ atter a reasonable 

period ot time, it it can 'be shown that bU:s1ness does not in-

crease, as has been estimated by protestants, the Commission 

w1ll give consideration to another application tor complete 

abandonment ot this agency station. 

ORl)?''S 
----~--

.A. public hearing havi:og been held ill the above e:c.-

t1 tled proceee1:c.g, the me. tter he,V1:cg been duly subm.1 tted end b~1:le 



now ready tor decision, 

IT IS :s:ERZBY ORDEBED that Southem Pae1tic Company 
. . 

and Railway EXpress Agency. Ine., res;peet1vely, are he:::e"oy 

authorized to establish part-time agencies at Fe.rm1:Jgton, 10-

eated on SOu then Pacit'1c CO:r:::.:Pa:lY's Oakdal.e Branch, in Se.n ~otJ.

qu1nCounty, Ca11:t'orn1a, subject to the following conditions: 

(1) Agency shall be maintained at this station 
not less than three days per week. 

(2) The establiShment o! a part-time ageney at 
this station shall not result in en 1nerease 
in tares to Southern Pacit1c Company's pe.:s-
sengers boarding trains at this ;t)oint. 

(3) Southern Pacific Compan:r shall, when the 
agent is not on duty, store less-than-car
load Shipments under lock in the company's 
warehouse and railroad telephone located. 
at this station shall be made available to 
its patrons, the keys to both ware~ouse 
and telephone to be obtainable trom a cus
todian located at or near said station J and 
not1ee advising Sl:t.i:ppers where keys may be 
secured shall be maintained at both ware
house and telephone. 

(4) :Railway' Express Ageney, Inc., shall, when 
the agent 1s not on duty, eontinue 'to 
handle express shipments moVillg into or 
out o~ said point, provided t~ey are tendere~ 
to or reeeived ~rom an express messenger at 
the ear door ot trains stopping e. t se.1d point .. 

(5) Applicants shall give the public at least 
ten (lO) d~s' notiee prior to putt1ng into 
ettect the reduction of agency serviee by 
posting notice in a eons~icuous place at 
said station. 

(6) Applicant~ shall, within thirty (30) days 
thereatter, not1ty this Commission of the 
reduction 1n se=v1ce herein authorized 
and ot their compliance wi to. the condi
tions hereo::" .. 

(7) The authorization herein granted shall 
lapse and become void it not exereised W1 th
in one (l) year :t"rom. the date he reo'! • 

. 
~he authorization herein granted Shall become effective 
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on the date hereof. -I 
:Oated at Sell Fr,aneisoo, Ce.l.11"ornie., this 2. 3 ~ day 

, 1933. 

Co::rJ:tl.1ss1oners. 


