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Iz the Matter of the Application of
(e) SOUTHERN PACIFIC COMPANY for an
order authorizing it ¥o close its
agency at Milton Stetion, Couxnty of
Calaveres, State of California, and
(b) RAILVWAY EXPRESS AGENCY, INC. for
authority to ebandon its agency at
said station.

Appiication No. 1&4l12.

Roy G. Eillebrand, for Southexn
Paciftic Company.
. Iigrd‘, for Rellway Express Lgency,
Ce .
X. W. Pritchett, in propria persoxe.
J. T. Towers, in propria persona.

2Y TEE COMMISSION:

In the ebove entitled procecding Southern Pacific
Comparny, jéined by Railwey Zxpress Agency, Inc., potitioned the
Rellroed Commission £or suthority to close fhei:: agercles at
Milton Stetion, Calaveras County, California.

A public hearing wes conducted by Exeminer Johnson
at Stockton on November 4, 11932, et which time evidence was
taken and the matter su'bm.‘!. tted,

Milton is located at the end of the Milton Brench
wbich extends from Milton o Peters, & non-agency station, &
distance of 11.5 miles. XNo passenger train service is verformeld

over said bra.nch;

The necrest ageacies to Milton are Stockion, located

a distence of 24.4 miles %0 the west, and Farmington, 15.9 miles
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to the east. The vopulation is estimated .to be epproximately
S0 permexnent residentz. The »rincipel carlcad business is cét-
tle shipoents.

The Southern Pacific Compenrny presented an exhidit
showing a comparative stetement of business handled at Milton
2or the two years' period ending Augast 31, 1032. This exhibit
is, in part, as follows:

Revezue

ear Lnding Year ind
Avg.31,1931 Aus.31,1932

Pessenger tickets, ! S 72, 3 64.
Milk end Crean, 30. , i9e«
*Less=-than=carload freight

recelved and forwaxrded - Local, 673 406,
Less=than~-carload freight _

received end forwerded - Interline, 73 2oe
*arloads received and

forwardod - Locel, 6,883, 4,57%.
Cerloads received and :

foxwerded ~ Interline, 9,238. 8,175,

Totel Revenue, $16,969. 313,261,

* For the items of locel freight revenue the smounts
' shown are one=helf of the actual revenue in oxder
T0 ellocate or eredit to this stetion its propor-
tion of the revenuss derived +therefrome.
This tabulation shows thet the dusiness conducted dur-
108 the twelve months ending August 31, 1932, as compered with
the same period ending August 31, 1931, reflects & loss in reve-
aue of $3,708., or & decrease of approximaiely 28 per ceat. The
Total direct station expense over the same period emounted %o
$l,665., or an averaege of $155. per month, the principal item
being the agent's salery. The total revemue, excluding that do-
rived‘rrom carléad dbusiness, is apyroximately a +third of station
expense.

Southern Pacific Company Iintroduced evidence 10 show

thet the station expense Lz only a smell part of the total exponse
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in 2eadling shipments. 2=Zxhibit No. 1 shows that during the yeax
1931, on Southern Pzcific COmpgny*s lines, station expense amounted
t0 dut 7.55 per cent of the total-expense of operatioz.

The revenue of the Rellway Express jgency, Inc., during
the twelve months? period ernding July 31, 1933; Tor exjress ship=-
ments forwarded and received at Milton emounted to 5377444e In %the
past the Southern Pacific Company's agent hac acted as express sgent
et this‘point on & commission basis. Railway Express Agency, Iﬁc.
allegesathaz in view of the small amount of remumeration no outside
party-is available to handle the agency in case Southern Pecific
Company should be permitted to withdraw its agent.

Applicant, Southerz Pacific Company, Proposes o sxrrange
to store less-thaxe=cerload shipments iz its warehouse under Lock;
also, if the application 15 granted, the compeny's telepnone located
in the depot Lls to be nmade availabdble 1o petrons $o0 communicate with
adjacent agents for the purpose of ordering cars or'ror other ralil-
road business.

L pumber of witnesses appeared as provesitants Yo the grent-
ing of this application. It was thelir contention that ihe removel of
tho agont would result iz an 1nconvcniencé o shippers in ordering
cars and that they would be deprived of the service of receiving notice

T tho arrival of less-than~cexloed zhipzents and would dDe reguired +¢o
secure the keys t0 the warehouse and telephone Irom & custodian.

After carefully corsidering the evidence in this proceed-
1ng, the Commiscion believes that the emount of business offered to
the Southern Pacific Company end Rellway Zxpress Agency, Inc., does
not Justify the expensze of maintaining 2 full-time agency‘at this
staetion, particularly in view of the fact that there is only one
freight train operated over this branch line per weex. This appli-
cation hae been considered Iin comnection with one Liled dy the sexme
applicants, Application No. 18386, seexing authority %o close their
joint sgeney at Farmington, & distance by highwey Irom Milton of
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about 15 miles. It kes been concluded, particulerly iz view of
the showing mede in the case of the application to close the agency
et Farmiﬁgton, that epplicants should continue ageney sexvice at
these stations on a pert-tine basiz with one agent taking care of
botk stations. It 1s suggested thzt the sgent spend ome day & week
at Milton, preref&bly the day on which the v-ein is operated %o
this point, end the remeinder of his iime et the Farmington Stetion.
This plan of agency service 1s bhased somewhat upoﬁ the contention
of rqﬁéstants-th&t the railrozd revenues have declined duxing the
bast two years due to drouth and gereral dusiness conditions, end
xey be comsidered somewhat as sn exrperinental plexn with the hope
vhat dbusiness will increase. On the other hand, i1f This hope is
not realized, the Commission will, after a reasonable périaﬁ of
time, consider an application for complete abandonment of this

egency station.

A public kearing having beez keld in the adbove entitled
proceeding,'the metter having deen duly submitted and the Commission
belng fully advised and basing its oxder on the Zindings of fact
as appearing in the opinion which precedes this ordex,

IT IS EEREEY ORDERED thet the Southern Pacific Compaxny
and Railwaylzzﬁress Agency, Inc., be and they are heredy autharized
to estzblish a part time sgency &t said station of Milton, located
on the Milton Branch of its Western Division, in Calaveras County,
California, subject fo the rollowing'conditions:

(1) Agency shall be meintained at least one
. . Cay per week.

(2} Southern P=cific Compeny shell, when the sgent
- . 1s not on duty, store less~than-carload shipments




under lock In company's warelouse and railroad
tolephone located at this station shall be n=le
svallchble to Its patrons, the Xeys %o Both ware~
Zouse and telephone to e obtainable Lfrom a
custodien located a2t or near seld statiom, and
notice advising shippers whexe keys mey be
secured shzll be maintalined at doth warehouse
end telephone.

Applicants shall give the public at least ten
(10) days® notice priox to reducing the service

by posting notices in a comspicuous place at
seid station.

The authorization herein granted shall lapse
&nd become void L not exercised within one
(1) year from the dote hereof unless further
time is gronted by subseguent oxder.

The authority herein grazted shall become effective
the date hereof. ?/

Deted a% Sen Francisco, Celifornis, this 23 —

&y of W , 1933,
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