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BEFORE TEZ RATLROAD CCOQIISSICN OF TEE STATE COF CALIFR NI

In the Matter of the Application o7 )
SOUTEZRN PACIFIC COMPANY for an oxrder )
autiaorizing 1t to0 close the agency at ) Applicetion No. 18531.
Elnmire Station, County of Solano, )
State 0% Californic. )

2. S. Myers, Zfor Applicant. ‘

H. Z. Sexborn axd A. B. Roekl, for 0. E. Allison;
Zlmire Grain Werehouse, Farmers Warehouse CO.,
Elwood Peters, et al., Protestents. ' '

J. J. Deuel for the Celifornia Farm Bureau XFederation,
Protestent. ' . .

N. D. Pritckhett, for the Order of Rellroad Telegraphers,
Protestent. -

WARE, COMMISSIONZR:

In the above extitled proceeding Southera Pacific

Compeny seeks esuthority to close its agency at Elmira in Solano

Codnty, Californie.

A public hearing was conducted in thls proceeding at
Zlmire on Fedbrvery 9, 1933, andé the metter weas duly subzitted
and is now.ready rof decision.

Elmire is unincorporated and is located on Southern
Pecific Compeny's mein lino beitween Qaklené =nd Secremento, vie
Suisun-Fairrielé, exd iz the easterly termiral of the Ruusey
Branch,~wh1ch extends from Elmire in 2 rorthwesterly directioxn
t0 Rumsey, a distance of $51.5 miles. The present normel train
service on this bronek consists of & mixed train delly except
Sunday between Tlmire and Esparto and return, and on Mondays,
Wedneséeys end Frideys this service is extended to Rumsey. Tre

delly main line train service serving Elmira comsists of four




‘passenger_tra;ps spu;hbggnd end three northbound and a local
freight which operetes between Sacramento and Suilsun-~-Fairfield end
return, there being no locel freight operstion oz Sunday.'
Thelnearest exlsting agencies to Zlmire on the main
line ere at pixon, 8.1 miles to the morth, Suisun-Feirfield, 10.3
miles 40 the south, and on the seié bremck lizme at Vacaville, 4.3
niles ©o-the west. The populetion is estimated to be epproxi-
mately 150 péxmanenﬁ residents. -

In support of the applicetion, recoxds showing'operatins

revenues were introduced b7 applicant (Exhibdbit Xo. 1), which '

include the figures shown helow:

Hevenuo

- Year 2nding Novemoer 50
Iten s : 1931 : 1932

_ Passenger tickets, £1,018 $ 836
Milk anéd Creen, ~158 - 80
*Less-then~carload - Local, 402 174
Less-then-carload - Interline, 10 32
*Carload - Local, A 2,495 1,955
Cerloed - Interline, ' 2,968 1,252
Total Passexger, milk and creen, R ;
less~then-cerload end cexloeds, £6,651L - 24,329

. Station Expense, - 2,154
Nuaber of Western Union.Mbsyageu, 143 100
Beggege hendled, pieces, . 774 201
Nunber of Wey Bills mede, 280 195
Number of Freight Bills mede, 580 L Shl

* The emounts shown ere one-kalf of the actual
revenue for chipments received and forwexrded
in order to allocate or credit to the station
its propoxrtion of revenue derived thorerrom.
In additlon to the revenue shown in applicenti's Exhibi*
No. 1, applicant's witness testified there wes an average o
eleven dollers pér nmonth received from Pacific NMotor Treansport
. business transacted which should be credited to Elmira Stetiorn.
This tabulation (excliuding Pacific Motor Treasport

%us ess) shows thet the business conducted during the twelve months?
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period ending Noverber 20, 1932, as compered with the seme period
endinéNbfegber 30, 193L, reflects e lozs in reveaue of $2,322.,
or & decrease of approximetely 35 per cemt. The priﬂbipél carload
busiﬁess origin&ting at this station comsists of woolk, livé stock
and berley. The totel revenue :eceiyed.during the year emding
Novembexr 30, 1932, exc;ud ing that derived Irom carload husiness,
wes anproximately one-ha;r the stetion expense.

Southern Pacific Company introduced operating figures
to show that stetion ezpeﬁse is only a smell pert of the totel
expense of handling shipments. Exhidit No. 1 shows thaat Quring
the year 1931 station éipenses on Southern Paciric'COﬁpany's
systémAamounxed to dut 7.55 per cent of the total operatiné expense.

Applicanf n*oposes 12 the application is granted to0 ar-
renge storage for less-than-carload shipments in- 1t warehou |
under lock; also the free use o the company’s-telephone will be
mede availsble Yo patrons to communicate witﬁ the adjgcent'ggenxs
foxr tﬁé puépose of ordering cars or for other railroed busiﬁess.

Six witnesses eppeared as protestants to the granting
of this*application. Tour of them contended thet %the removal of

the agent would result 4n en inconvenience to shippers in ordering

cers, weighlng of wool, meking out of bills of leding, securing

{ntormation on rete metters, azd receiving notice of the errival
of less-then-carload shipments. It is also thei:'cOnxenxion that
it would be inconvenient 17 they wore recuircd to secure the keys
©0 the warehouse and telephone Irom & custodian. Tae ve,t_mony
of the other two was without errect.

Toile the net earnings of exn a@ency.are not. the finel
test of public convenience ané mecessity for its continuance, 1t
is an element which must be considered and in this case it was |

shown that the agency is operated at a loss when allowence is mede




for Other cxpcn se in connection wi th shinments vO and rrcm this
pcint. It does not appear that the patrons of the line will in
'this ccse be sericnsly inconvenienced 1f tais agency is abaxndoned,
prcvide@ the arrangenents proposed by applicant are effected.

Artcr carefully ccncidcring this entire rocord, it iz
concluded that in view of the fect that the aldjacent agencies can
take care of the business at this poiznt, without uxdue hardship
1o the patrons, the expense of mainteining this ageney is not

Justified and therefore the applicatlion should be granted. .

A pudblic hearing having heen held in the above entitled
proceeding, the matter having been duly submitted and the Commis-

sion now being fully advised exd besing itz order upon the con=
clusion as apypears in the opinion which precedes this oxrdex,

IT IS ZEREBY ORDERED that‘the applicant, Southern Pacific

Compery, a corporation, be and it is heredby nuthcrized to close

its agcncy station et Flmire, County of Solano, State of Californie,
and to chenge its station ‘records and teriffs accordi ngly, °ubject
o the following conditions:

(1) Applicant shall continue sald station a5 a none
.. agency station.

(2) The abandonment of thiz agency shall not result
. . 4n en increase in feres for passengers boarding
trein at tnis point.

{(3) Applicant shall notify the public ten (lo) days

. . in advance of %The closing of seid agency by
posting a notice in a conspicuous place at sald
station.

Applicant shall store less-than-carload rreisht'
shbipments unéer lock in the company's werenouse
end the free use of the compexny telephone, located
at this svation, shall be made availedble to
patrons, the keys 40 both warehouse and telephone
to be obtaineble from a custodian located at or
zear sald station, notice of which shall be maine-

talined advising prospective shippers and patrons
waere keys mey be securel.
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(3) 4pplicant shaell, within thizty (30) days

- - thereafter, notify this Commission, 4n writing,
0T the ebandonment herein authorized and of its
conpliance with the conditions thereof.

(6) The authorization herein granted shall lapse end

. . Dbecome void if not exercised within one year
from the dete hereol unless further vime is
granted by subsequent order. .

The authority rerein grarnted shall bvecome effective
on the date hereof.

 The foregoling opinion and order are heredy approved

end ordered filed as the opinion and order of thezRailroag'Cqmmis-

sion of the State of California.

Dated at Sen Francisco, Californias, this ﬁzézgzzrday
of February, 1933.

ek
Commissioners.




