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Decision Noe. __ 5l .

BEFORT TEE RATLRCAD COMMISSION OF TEEX STATE OF CALIFOrNIAe

In the matter of the application of
Southern Pacific Company for an order
suthorizing it to close the agency at
MeKittxick Station, Counly of Xern,
Stete of California, during the pexiod
September 15th to Jure 15%th, inclusive,
oL each yeare.

Applicetion No. 18356.
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. W. Hodbs, for Applicarnt.
2. W. Cooper for Simmler Ferm Cexnter, Protestant.
F. W. Cavancugh in propria persine, Protestant.
Talter Xing in proprie perzona, Protestant.
N. D. Pritchett for Oxrder Railway Telegraphers,
. Protestant.

BY TEE COMMISSION:

In this proceelirg the Southerr Pacilic Company seeks
authority to estadlish & seasonal agency &t McKitirick, Xexz
Courtye ' '
| A public hearing was conducted im this proceeding
before Examiner Hemdford a2t Bekersfield on January 24tk, 1933.

t this hearing the matter was duly submitted end 1%t 1s zow reedy
for decislon.

UeKittrick is waincorporated and 1z the trading cenver
for a lerge Tench area devoted to grein and =tock business eand 1=
iocated on the MeXKitirick bremck of the Southerz Pacilic Compey's
Sen Joaquin Division. Said branch extends from & cornoction with




“he meln line et Kern Junction and extends west to 0lig, &

distance of 49.1 miles west. The present normal trein service

on this branch detweon Kern Junciion and McKittrick consisita of

one train per weex which iz a locel rreishtv opereteld ox Seturday,

and when dusiness justifies the train is operated to 0lig whick

ig the end of the branch located iwo miles 4o the west oL MeKittxick.
additional freight trains are operated when business demands. No
Passenger tralin sexvice is performed over said branch.

At present spplicant maintains a full time agency at
ycmttrick axd it now proposes to operate this station as an
agency from Jure 1Sth +o September 15th of each year, and as &
non~agency steation during the remeinder of the year. Although
the proposed period of operation as an agencey is fixeld in the ap-
dlication as three months during which time the greater volume of
grain and stock shipments are normally mede, 1t was shom that it
is the compeny's plan to extend the time of agency operation if
business :Iizs Lfies, ,

The following tabulation shows the results of operation
et MeXittrick during the two-year period exding Novembex 30,_. 1931,
and 1932, omitting the three-montk period of Juze 15%h %0 Septem-
ber 15th of each year:

Jotel Revezue For Year Ending
November 30th,omitting period

Jsune 15tk to September I5th
Year LO9ZL YOar LISZ

*Cerloed Revenue - Local , 815,083, $4,359.
Cerload Revenue = Interline . 3,193, . -
*Less-than-carloed - Local 6214 356
Less-thanw=carlozd - Interline 332 58.

Treicnt Forwerded end Received:

Totel Revenue $19,291. 4,775
Station Data: | '

Number Weybills mede 264 263
Number freight dills mede 643 307
Nezber Western Union Messages - 586 " &76
Station Expense %1,600. 1,600,

*The amounts shown are one~half of the ectusl Tevenue for

shipments recelved 2nd forwarded in order to sllocate or credit to
this station its proportion of the revenues deriveld therofrom.
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Applicexntts proposed plan of operation provides that
during the time ‘t:hishstation is conducted as & non-agoncy, less—
than-cerload shipmexnts will be stored in the compaxy’s warehousze
under lock. The compeny also offers to maintain & télephone
at the station for the convenience of 1ts patrons %0 communicate
with .;.he asencyl‘ at Butwnwillow Steation on railroad mat‘ters.
Keys to both the warehouse and telephoxne to be made avallable
to patrons through g custodian.

ttonwillow is the only agerncy stetion ¢en this
brapck line and is loceted 14.3 xiles to the east of leKitiricke.

A number of residents of MeXKitirick and vicinity
sppeared in opposition to the grenting of this epplicetion,
taking the position that the shippers of UeXittxick would bde

seriously inconvenienced 4T spplicent’s plem to operate a
seasonal agency were put into effect, in that they would heve
to do buciness with sgent at Buttwonwillow instead of havinpg &
men on the ground to furnisk rate informetion, assist in making
out bills of lading and the bhandling oZ Westerm Un_ion usiness;
that time would be cozsumed in securing the key %o obtain or A

store shipments In the campeny's warehouse, and thet the cattle
shipments which are lozded at Olig should be cred ted to
McKitirick Station, &ue to the fact that there are no loading

corrals at MeXititrick. It was shown thet the shipments from
0lig lest yeai' consisted of 178 cerloads of cattle, 88 per cent.
of whick moved during months of April snéd Nay.

Ac shown in the above tamulation, the direct station
expense Xor the nine months period during whick applicent seeks
to abandon this sgency, without allowance for transporteticn
ané other expenses incidental to performing the service,
amounted to $1,600., which is more than four times the emourt of

the revenue received for 2ll business other <han ca:loads;




In this case it appears and we heredy conclude, that
<he carrying out cf the ccmpeny's plan of mainteizing &
seasonal agency at McKidtrick will not work &z unéue herds ip
oz patrons of the lire under applicazt's plem, oxd will take

care of the various clecses 0 Sorvico.

ORDER
A pudlic kearing heving been bheld Lz the above~-

extitled proceeding, the matter having been duly submittod

exd vhe Comxicsion beiné now fully adviced axd basing its oxder

on th? conclusion as appears in the opinion which precedes this

oxrder,

I7T IS EIREBY ORDERSD that the epplicant, Southerx

Pacific Cox::paw, e co:'poration; be ané it 1is heredy autﬁo:i zod
o esm‘?lish & seasonal. sgency station at MeXiterick, County

of Xern, State 0f Califeorniz, exd %0 chemge 4%z stetion rew xds
and tariffs accordingly, provided vhat sefd station be continuved
as an agency statioz during the time fron cppro:d.mﬁtely June
15tk t0 September 15%th of cach yeer anéd as a noa-sgency staticx

during the remeining period of the year, subject % the D 1llow—
ing conditions:

Applican?t shall each year notify the pudlic
ten (10) 2ays in =dvance of the closing of
said sgency by posting a notice iz a
conspicuouns place at seild stavion, ard also
2 Ly this Coxxxission Ln writing thet saik

ageney is to be closed.

During the time the agency i1is conducted as
2 non=gzency station less~then=~corload
Treight shipments shell he stored wer lock

in the companyts warehouse and the company




telephone located at this statiorn Zhall be
made avelleble to patrons, the keys %o Dotk
wgrehouse and telephone to de odbtdinabdble '_“.'zp-m
& cusvwodian located at or neer sald statien,
notlice of whick chall be maintalined advising

Tospective shippers and patrons where the Keys
nay de secured.

The auvtkorization herein gramted shall lapse
arnd become void 12 not exercisel within coe
(1) year Zrom the dste herecof unless further

time is grexteld Dy subdsequent ordele.

Tre Commission recerves the right to meke
suek further order in this matter as to it may
seem Iight axd proper azd revoke the permission

if, in i¥s judgment, public convenience axX

zecessity dezand such acticole

The authority herein grarxted shall decome effective on
the Gate hereof.

Deted at Sen Francisco, Californie, this ?Z/
dey of Fedruary, 1933
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Comi sioners.




