Decision No.

BEFORE TEEZ RATLROLD COMMISSION O0F TEE STATE OF CALIFORNIA.

In the Matter of the Application of

SCOUTHERN PACIFIC CQPANY for an ordg::'

authorizing the closing of agency 2 .
Newhall Stetiom, County of Los 4ngeles, (Application No.lE365.
Californieae.

C.W.Cornell, for applicant.
JJelenel Zor Xiwanis Clud & Celifornia
. Ferm Bureeuw rTederation,Protestants.
N.D.Pritchett, Order Railway Telegrasphers,
Protestants.
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In this proceeding Scuthern Pacific Coxpe ny secks authority

to close 1ts agency et Newhell in Los Angeles Courty, Californis.
A public hearing was comducted in this = tter at Newhall

by Exeminer Handford on Februery 7, 1933, and at this hearing the

matter was dﬁly subnitted and it is now ready for decision.

Newhall is an uniccorporated town located on the Southern
Pacific COm:{any's main line Detween Los Angeles and San Francd sco
via San J oao_uin'Valley and is served by twWO passenger trains in
each direction daily and a local freight train in each direction
daily except Sunday.

The nearost existing agency stations to Newhell ere
Sangusﬂ;”z'.ti miles %o the west, ard San Fermando, 8.8 miles to the
east. The population of Newhall is spproximately 1,250 permanent
residents.

Southern Pacific Company's Exhidit No. 1 shows the rof 1~
road business handled at this point Lor the two=year pertiod ending
November 30, 1932, to be as follows:
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Carloads, : 324 T 143 :
*Carload Revenue -~ Local, - *"697. $6,919.
Carload Revenue-...n’cerline, #83,039. 4,356
Less=%than~carload,Tons, 132 S7 .
*Less-than-carload Revenue ~Lo cal, ' 376. 182.
Less-than-carload Reveruo-Interline, 378

Dassengers and Revenue

Agency RepoTts - Passengers
Ageney Reports - Revenue,

Station Data

Pieces o::' Beggage Handled,
Numbex of Way Bills made,’
Number Freight Bills rade,
Number Western Union Messages,

Totals, £85,435.

*The amounts shown are one-half of the actuel revenue Lor
shipmente received and forwaxded in oxder t0 allocate or credit
to this stetion 1%s propoxtiorn of the Trevenues derived therefrom.

# This revemue was received largely from the shipment of
01l line pipe from eastern points.

The principel carload busirzess consists of oil, cement
and feed shipments.

The taduletion shovs thet the business conducteid in e
twelve months endi:ig November 30, 1932, as compared to the
same ;?fari?d ending November 30, 1931, reflects a loss in reveaue |
of $73,123. or a decrease of approxizately 86 per cent. The total
direct station expense over the same pertod amounted to $1;706.
OT an everage oI $142. per montd. The total revenue, exéluding
that derived from cerload business, 1c approximately 61 per cent
oL the station expense,

Southern Pacific Company introduced operating figures
to show that the station expence is only e smell pert of the total
expense of harndling shipments. 2IZxhibit No. 1 shows that during
the year 1931 station expense on Southern Pacific Company's systen
emounted to but 7.55 per cent of the totel operating expeﬁse.
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Applicent proposes, if the espplicetion ls granted, %o
arrange to store less-than-carload shipments in its werchouse under
lock; also, the Compeny telephone will be mede available o patrons
to communicate with the adjacent agents for the purpose of ordering
cars or for other rallroad business.

The granting of this application wes protested by various
property owpers apd merchants in the locality. It is their con-
tention thet the amount of busizess origineting et said station
warrants the service of an sgeat and thet in addition o the losc~
than~-carload business the amount of carload business should be
taken into consideration in justifying ageney station expensze. It
was further conteaded that the removal of the agent would resalt
in an inconvenience %0 shippers in oxdering cars, securing informa-
tion on Trate matters and receiving notice of the arrival of lesse
than-carload shipments. It is elso their contention that it wonld
be inconvenicnt if they were required to secure the keys to ware-
house and telephone from a custodiax.

Thile the net earnings of sn agency are not the Lfinal
test of pudblic convenience and necessity for its corntinuance, 1t
is an element that must be considered andé in this case it was
showa thet the agency is operated at & loss when zllowence is made
fox other cxpense in conrection with shipments €0 and fxom *This
point. It does not epvear that the patrons of the line will in
+his case be seriously inconvenienced 1L this agency is adbandoned,
provided the arrangements proposed by epplicant are effected.

ATter cerefully considering this entire recoxd 1t is
concluded, in view of the fact that the neardy agencies car take
care of the dbusiness at this point without undue haxdship to
patrons, the expense of meintaining this agency is not Justified

and, therefore, the spplicetion should be granted..
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A pudblic hearing having been held in the gbove entitled
proceeding, the matter having been duly submitted and the Com=
mission now being fuwlly advised, and basing its order upon the
concluéion as it appears in the opinion which precedes this crder,

IT IS EEREBY ORDERED that the gpplicant, Southern Pacific
Company, be and it 1S heredy suthomized to close its agency station
at Newkell, County of Los Angeles, State of Callfornia, and %o
change 1%s stetion records and tariffs accordirgly, subject to the
following conditionms: .

(1) Applicant shell continue said stetion as & non-agency

 station.

(2) The abardonment of this agency skall not result inm

| an increase of fares for passergers boardéing trains at
this pointe |
Applicant shall notify the public tez (10) deys %
advance of the closing of s2id agency by bosting a notice
in a conspicuous place at said station.
Applicent shall store less=than~-cerload Lreight shipments
under locg in the Company*s warekouse and the Céppany'"
telephone,located at this stetion, shell be made ‘availaeble

to petrons, the keys to both warehouse and telephone to

be obtainadvle from & custodian located at or neé:fgaid
station, notice of wiich skell be maintsined et sald
station advising prospective shippers and patrons whore
keys may be secured.

Applicant shall, witkin thirty (30) days thereafter
notify this Commission, in writing, of the edandomment
herein authorized and of 1%s complience with the

conditions hereof.




(6) The authorization herein grented shall lapse and

become void if not exercised within ome (1) year
from the date hereof unlesc further ti::heiié
granted by subsequent oxder.

The authority herein granted shell become effoctive
on the date hereof.

Deted at San Francisco, Celifornie, this :.'Z Zéd&y
of Februery, 1933,
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