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In the matter of the application of
the people of The State of Cealifor-
ale, on relation of the Department
of Public Works, for an order
authorizing the construction of &
crossing at separated grades of the
State HEighway and the Southern Paci-
Li¢ Redlroad et 01l Junction, ap-
proxirately five miles north of
Bekerslield, Xern County, Czliforniea.

Application No. 18420.
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?rank 3. Durkee, for Applicent.
Ve A, MeGinn, Deputy District Axtc“ney, Xexn Cownty.
E. W. Eobbs, for Southerm Pacific Company.

CaRR, COMMLISSIONER:

Iz the ebove entitled proceeding the Commiszsion is asked
0 meke 1ts order =zuthorizing the construction of a grede separa-
tion detween State Highway Route No. 4 and Southern Pacific Coxpeny’s
medln line track to the north of the City of Bakersfield, and %0
apportion the cost of thiz Lmprovement deitween applicant and Southern
Pacific Company.

A public heaxring on the szpplication was held a%t Bakersfield
on Februexy 1S5th and 16th, 1933.

The highwey involved is State Eighway Route No. 4 and in
the PFederal Bureau of Public'Roads it 12 designeted as T.Se 99
This highway extends from the Mexican Border to the Cansdian Iine
and is considered 6ne of the most important highway erteries in the
western states. OTraffic counts introduced at the hearing show thet

%o the north of Bekersfleld end iz the vicinity of the proposed
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seperation, Route No. 4& carries in excess of 3,000 vehicles per &ay.
The State Depariment of Public Works is spending considerable money
on this higﬁmay to bring it up to & higher standard in the wey of
widening the rozdbed and eliminating shary turns, heavy grades and
grade crossings.

This is the second epplication dealing with grade scpearaw
tions on this highway t0 be considered by the Commizsion within the
past Lfew months, the other seperatvion referred %o being locateld in
the incorporated town ¢ Goshen, Tulare County.

AT the present time State Eighway Route No. 4 runs perallel
%o end Iimmediately east of Southern Pacific Company’s main line
track %o the noxth of Bekersfield, crossing the two'less oL the
wye of the 01l City Branch (Croszings NOs. BAE=308.1 and BAZEw308.6~C),
immedlately south of the proposed separation. A4t ZBeardsley School
the highwey departs from the track snd runs due east to & junction
with the main couniy road to CLil City. TFrom the junction of these
wwo roeds, Route No. 4 xuns south, connecting with Chester Lvenue
in the City of Bekersfield. The southbound through traflic on the
state highway divides at 34th Street and Chester Avenue In the ¢ity,
a portion of which continues south on Chesiter Avenue and ¢rosses
Southern Pecific Company's main line axé twd adjacent tracks near
3%rd Street (Crossing Xo. B=3ll.2); the remainder, including all
trueks, trevels east oz 34th Street to Union Avenue, thence south on

Tnion Avenue, crossing Southern Pacific Company*ts mein line and five

adjacent tracks at a poimt edout helf & mile west of Bakersfield

Station (Crossing No. 3-312.2}.

The railroad involved is Southern Pecific Company*s main
line between Los Angeles and both San Francisco anéd Szcersmento, via
Szn Joaguin vﬁlley. The present normal dzily train operation over

this lime %o the north of Bakersfleld consists of elght passenger
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trains, five freight trains and three motor cars, with extra freight
and passenger “rains when dbusiness justifies., In the vicinity of
the proposed separation Southern Pacific Compan# now mainvtains one
main line track. Southern Paeific Companyts QL1 Clty Branch cornects
with the mein line at & point immediately south of the proposed
separation end extends ezst to Qil Clity, the normel train operatioz
over this branch line being Lour Lroeight trains per day.

The proposeld overhead crossing is located at a n»oint
approximetely five miles to the nortiwest of Southern Pacific Come
pany's station at Bakersfield. This sepearation, which provides for
& B4~Loob drivewey, is estimated to cost approximately £90,000, end
is part of a comprehensive plan, developed jolntly by the Department
of Public Works, the County of Xeram and the City of Bakersfioeld, <o
construct a major improvement %o Roufe No. 4 by building a five nile
section of new highwey to be loczted parsllel o and & distance of
spproximately 800 Zeet to the west of Southera Racific Company's
moin line, from & comnection with Union Avenue noxrthwest to the
proposed separation. This new highway, whick 1s one mile shorter
then the present Route No. 4, will uwndoubtedly &tiract nearly all
through traffic as well as asccommodlating local traflic between the
business section of Dukersiield and the various intersecting high-
ways 40 the northwest. The record shows that this diversion of
tharough traffic 10 the new highway will greatly reduce vehiculer

ovTer the 04l City wye track crossings (Mos. BAE-308.L and
BAE~308.6~C) , &3 woll as roducing the traffic in excess of 304 on

the grade ciossings of Chester Avenue (No. 2~31l.2) and Union

Avonue (No. B~312.2) over Southern Facific Compeny's maizn line

tracks.

It is 2lleged in the application that two existing county
roed grade crossings over Southern RPacific Compeny's main line
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track chould be closed unon the completion of The proposod separs~
tion. These grade c¢roszings invelve Norris Rocd (Crossing No.
B=308.1) znd 0live Drive {(Crossing No. 3-308.9). ‘Present traffic

on each of these roads was shoma o Dbe approziﬁately 200 vehiclos
por day. Thils traffic, however, is abdbove normcl due to the neardy
highwey construction work mow wader wey. At the hearing, however,
the county indicated that after fuxther consideration it had changed
itz plan with respect to closing Olive Drive crossing and now desired
to withdraw ils offer %o close this c¢rossing. The county is, how=
over, agreeadle to the closing of the grade crocsing at Norris Road.
The record shows that the cloéing of the Qlive Street crossing would
work & hordship on come of the ranchers in this section who use this
crossing in traxnsporting ferxm products and driving stock across the
irack.

It 1s concluded from the record in this proceeding thet
gpplicant should be zunthorized %o construct the proposed seperation
2s 1t 13 part of a major highwey improvement plem to better serve
traffic needs in and in the vicinity of the City of Bzkerslield
and is the product of a comprchensive stuly which hes beon portie-
cipated in dy three pudblic bodies. There remains for determination
the question of sapportionment of cost of the separation between

gpplicant and the railrozd.

Waile it is true thet The proposed separation does nct

yermit of the closing of any important highway grade crossings,

the recoxd shows thet the railrocd will de denelited to the extent
of being relieved of maintaining the grade c¢rossing over its tracks
&t Norris Road, end will also participate in benmelits resuliing
from a decreased volure of vehiculaxr traffic over the grade crossing
oL The mein line tracks at both Chester Avenue and Tnion Avenue,
which should carry with it & corresponding decrease in tiae number

of grade crossing accldents.




The accident rocoxd at the Chester Avenue crossing shows

thet during the past seven years thore huve been eight grade cross-~

ing accidents resulting in *he death of three porsorns and iajury to

seven others. At the Union Avenue crossizng, during the seme nexri

of %ime, there have been five accidents resuliing in injury to three
persons with no fatalities, and in addition three other non-train
accidents., It Iis roasonable to essumoe thet the railroed shovld
perticipate with the public in effecting improvemerts to eliminate
grade crossing eccidents.

The rallrozd urged that any epportiorment to 1t for thé
proposel separetiorn should toke into consideration operating losses
which 4Lt will sustain as a result of the conmstruction of the proposed
grade crossing of the new section of Route No. 4 over the company’s
toam and drill tracke lesding to its freight house in Bakersfield,
as applied for iz Applicetion No. 17783, This proposed grede CrosSse
ing is loceted mear the intersection of 24%th and "B" Streets in the
City of Bakersfield and about ome mile’ north of Southern Pacific
Compeny's station. It wes showm tThat through vhe construcetion of
this gréde ¢rossing, operating costs wlill be increased as =& result
of sdded switching movements due To the compeny dbeing deprived of
the exclusive use of the trackege which will be within the limits
of the new street. Although thiz proposed grade ¢rossing is & part
of the change in Route No. 4, &5 is the grade separation involved
herein, +the grade crossing is located four miles ¥o the southeast
of the separction and I carnnot subseridbe to the theory thet added
operating ¢osts incident to the construction of the grade crossing
shoulid zeflect i the apportionment of cost of the grade separztion
involved herein. The grede ¢rossing application will de considered
on i%s mexits izdependently of this spplication.

Consideration 0% vhe record in this procceding justifies
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vhe comelusion that Southern Pacific Compary should contridute +the
sum of $12,000 towerd the cost of effecting the separation proposed
herein, the remainder of the expense to0 be dborme dy applicant.

The following form of order is recomxended.

SRDER

4 public hearing having been had In this proceeding and
The matier belng under submission and now ready Lor decision,

IT IS FIREEY ORDERED thet the Poople of the State of

Celifornia oz reletion of the Department of Public Works, Division

of Elghweyz, are hereby suthorized Yo construct Stete Eighway
Rouve Noe & [T.S.99), at ceparated grades over tae main line track
of Southern Pacific Company =t & point approximately five miles

o the northwest of Vthe compeny’s station at Sekersfield, County
of Xerz, State of Californis, at the locatlion more porticulzrly
shown by the mep (Bxzibit No. 26), £iled in this broceeding,

subject to the Lfollowing conditions and not otherwise:

The above grade separatvion shall be identified
s Croszing Xo. B=308.0-A.

Southern Pacific Company sihcll contridute Twelve
Thousand Dollors (£12,000.) towaerd the cost of
construction of szid separatioz. The extire ro-
meining cost of construction skell be baone by
applicant.

Applicant shell Lile within one hundreéd enéd tweatlty
(120) days copy or copies of zgreement Or agrec-
ments wilth Southern Pacific Compony covering the
teorms of construction and maintenance of saeid
grade seperation.

Applicent skall filc, for cpprovael, within one
hundred and twenty (120) days fror the date
Aereot and prioxr to the. commencement of con-
struction, & set of plans Lor said groade
separation, which plans shall heve been approved
by Southern Pacilfic Company.
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Sx1d grade separastion shall de comstructed
with clearances conforming to the provisions
of this Commission's Genexal Qxder No. 26~C.
Applicant shall, within thirty (30) éays thero~
after, notifly this Commission, in writing, of
the completion of the imstallation of saild
grede separetion and of 1¥s compliance witih
the conditions hereof.

The euthorization herein granted shall lapse
and become volid 1L not exerciced within one (1)
year Trom the date hereof, unless further time
is granted by subsegquent oxder.

IT IS EERERY FURTHEER ORDERED that prior to the beginning
of actual construction of said ¢rossings hereindefore authorized,
applicant shall file with thics Commission certified copy of an
appropriate ordinance or resolution duly axd regularly passed by
the Boaxd of Supervisors of ZXern County, instituting the necessary
stops %o legally abendon and effectively close the exiczting greade
crossing of Norris Road over Southern Pacific Company’s tracks
(Crossing No. 3-308.1). )

Tpon %the compietion of the separction hereir authorized
and coincident with its beling opened to publlic use end travel,
said crossing at Norris Road (No. B=303.1) shell de legally
abandoned and effectively closed to pudblic use and travel.

The foregoing opinior end order is hereby epproved and
oxdered Tiled as the opinion and order of the Railroad Commission

of the State of Californi=.

The effective date Of this order shall be twenty () days

Ifrom the date hereof.
Deted ut San Francisco, Californiz, this zzzﬁz day of

%44/24% , 1933,
7

z/

. Commiszioners.




