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BEFORE TEE RA!I.P.OAD COMMISSION OF THE STATE OF C.AI.IFOm.'T!i 

A or ~'!:'T\:a "!."'1M' 'T' V "!"!") 
~~ • ~ ... , 6I.r..., 

V$. 
Co:::a.ple.1nant, 

) 
) 
) 
) 
) 

RUGG &. BBANSCOlm, a copartne=sh1p CO::1- ) 
:r»zed or EI.LIS EUGG en~ .AUOS B?..A..~SCO~; ) 
ZI.LIS RUGG,. AMOS BRANSCOMB, ':'I?.sT· DOE., ) 
SECOND DOE, 'rEIRD DOE, F0UP..5.:00:E:, ) 
FI:ETE: .. DOZ, FI?ST. DOE COB--OO:?Ja!ON, ) 
SECOND-DOE CORPOEAT!ON, ~.DOE ) 
COB-~BAXION, FOURr.a DOE CO?~?~ION, ) 
e.:c.d :E'I1!TE DOE CO?PORA.TION, . ) 

) 
} De~e:.d.ants. 

Case No. 347~ 

Reginald L. Vaughan tor Compla1:c.ents. 

Edward Stern tor P.a11we.y Express Agency, Inc., 
Intervenor in bchal~ or Co~pla1:ants. 

E. if. Ho"obz tor Northwestern ?ac1t1c Re.1l:oad. Co:t:.:?aItY 
and Pee1t1e Motor Trans:port Company, as interested 
pa....--t1es. 

BY TEE COMMISSION: 

OPINION 

By co~pla1nt tiled 0::' Jc.Jlue..ry l6, 1933, cO::lplo..inent 

charges Rugg & Branscom~ with unlaw:ul common carrier operations 

by auto truck 'betweell San FranCiSCO, Petalu:::.a, Sante. Bose. and 

~111its on the one hand, and Garberville end the inter.ned1ate 

pOints ot Longve.le, I.e.ytonv1lle, CUllDll1:c.gs, Piercey, Eartsook and 

Benbow on the other ha:d. 

~b11c hearing was had 'betore ~~jner ~ohnson on March 

S, 1933, on ~Aieh date the ease was submittod. 

The facts as developed at the hee=ing may be smmlle.r:1.zed 

br,ietly as tollows: .Amos Br~eo:llb, one ot the dete:J.dants herein, 
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been operating a co~on carrier service between all pOints men-
tioned above tor e. period ot more tllan one yae:: last :Pt~st., 

Branscomb stated that he was in partners~ip with Ellis Rugs and 

that they together have operated this service as a means ot live-

lihood since Janua.~, 1932. Branseomb st~ted he knew &uch o~era

t10ns without a certificate trom this Co~ss1on were illegal 

but that he was continuing in the saCs until he received an order 
'" trom this Commission to desist, whereupon he would willingly 

. comply with said order. 

A cease and deSist order s~ould issue • 

.An order or this Co:cm1s51on ~inding an operation to be 

unlawtul and dirocting that it be discontinued is in its ettect 

not unlike an injunction issued by a eourt. A Violation ot ~ch 

order constitutes a contempt of the Commission. The Calitornia 

Const1tution.e.nCi. the :?ublic Utilities Act vest the Com::n1sston 

with power and author1t7 to punish tor contempt in thes~e manner 

and to the same extent as courts ot record. In the event a party 

is adjudged guilty ot cont~pt, e. tine may be 1mposed in the emount 
. 

ot Five l1undred DOll.e:rs (~500.00) ~ or he 'fM.y 'be impri$oned 'lor 

five (5) ~ays, 0= both. C.C.P. Sec. l216; Mo~or Freight Te~inal 

££.:. v. Erey, 37, C.R~C. 224; re Bell and'1r8yes,-:37 C.R.C. 407; 

Wermuth v. Stam~er, 35 C.R.C. 458; Pioneer ~ress Com~any v. 

Keller, 3~ C.E.C. 571. 
It should. also be noted that Unde:-';Sect1o:l. S ot the Auto 

Truck ~=~sportation Act (Statutes 1917, Chapter 213, as ~ended), 
.' ' 

a person Who violates ~ order ot the Co~ssion is ~i1ty ot a 
" 

misdemeanor and is punishable 'by a tine not exceeding One Thousand 

Dollars ($1,000.00), or 'by tmprisonment in the county jail not 

exceeding one year, or by 'both s~ch tine and ~prisonment. 
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Likewise a sh1~per or other person who aids or abets in the viola-

tion or an order ot the Commission is guilty' ot e. :Usdemee.nor and 

is punishable in the seme manner. 

o B n E R 

IT IS HEREBY FO~~ ~ Rugg & Branscomb, a copartner.sh1p, 

is ope=at1ng as a transportation com~any as det1ned 1~ Section l, 

Subdivision (c) of the Auto Truck Trans,ortation Act (Chepter 213, 

Ste:tutes 1917, as emended) ,w;1th COlllmOn carrier status between 

San Francisco, Petaluma, Sante. Rosa: and Tw'1l1its on the one hand, 

.and. Garberville and the 1nte::mediate 1'01nts ot Longvale, Layton-

ville, CUIC:n1ngs, P1e:ocey, He.rtsook and Benbow on the other hand,' 

and without a certificate ot public convenience and necessity or 

prior right authorizing such operations. 

Based upon the tind1ng herein and the 0~1n10n, 

IT IS E:E::RE:6Y OEDEEED that Rugg OG Branscomb, a copartne=-

ship composed. of Ellis Bugg and A:D.os Bra.nscomb, and Ellis ,:?ugg 

an~ Amos Branscomb as individuals, shall cease and ~es1~~ directly 

or indirectly or by ~ subtertuge or device tro~ continuing such 

IT IS BZREBY YJRTHER ORDZ?ED that the Secretar7 ot this 

CommiSSion shall cause a cert1t1e4 copy ot this deciSion to be. 
. . 

personally served upon RuSS ~ Branscomb, a eopart~ersh1p, and Ellis 

Rugs and AmOS Branscomb as individuals, that he cause cert1t1ed 

copies thereot to be mailed to the District Attorne7s o~ Eumboldt, 

Mendocino, Sonoma, Marin e.nd. Se.:l Francisco Counties, to the :Soard 

of Ptlblie Utilities end. Trans:portation ot the City ot Los Allgele5 

and to the Department ot ?ublic Works, Division ot R1ghwe.~s, at. 

Sacremento. 

The ettect1ve date ot this ord.er shall be twenty (20) 
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~ays atter the date ot service upon ~etendant. . 

Dated at San !ranei~eol Calitornia, this ~~day 
ot March, 1933. 

au.~ .. 

~ 
COl:lmiss1oners. ." 
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