Decision Xo. 25780 .

BEFORE TEE RUIIRCLD COMYTISSION OF TEE STATE OF CLALIFORNIA.
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Iz the Mztter of the Application of
(&) SOUTHEEN PACIFIC COUPANY for en
order sutiorizizg it to close the
ggoncy &t Crows Laxding, County of
Stenislaus, State of Celiforzis, and
(t) RAIIVEY ZTILPRESS LCEXCY, INC. Zor
an order suthorizing 1t to shaxndon
its agency at s=id statiom.
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Application No. 1I84SIL.
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2. S. Meyer, for Applicent Souttern Pacific
Company;

L. S. Veston, for Appliczt Reilwey Express
Agezey,Inc.;

v- Je. Dewel, Lor Stanisleus Couxiy Ferm Buresn,
Frotestent;

2
George W. Fink, Secretery, Crows Landing Chamber
of Comerce, FProtestant;
X. D. Pritchett, for Oxder of Railromd Teleg-
Taphers, Protestant.

By the Commissionm:

In the above entitled proceeding Southern Pacific
Corpany and FTallway Express Agency,Ilzc. seek authority to close
thelr joixt agency at Crows Landixz in Stenisiaus County, Cali-
fomi=.

L public hearirng was comducted I this matier at Crows
Tandizg by Exemirzer Eendford on ilexch l4&, 1935, and at this
hearing the matiter was duly subumitted and 1t is now ready fox
decislion.

Crows Tending is wuincorporated and is located or the
Southern Paeific Compexnyts line between Tracy 2xd Fresmo via
Kermex. The present normal daily trein sexrvice cousists of
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one passengex train and oxe local Irelight trair, except on Sunlay,
in each direction. The nesrest existing egency stations to
Crowe Londing are Pattersoxz, 5.8 miles to the north, axd Newmex,
6.3 niles to the south. The populeition is estimated %o be
gpproximetely 250 permanent residents.

Iz support of the application, records chowing operating
revenwes were introduced by Scutherm Pacific Cozpany (Bxkidit No.l)

which include the Lfigures shown below:

Armual Revernue
Iiems 15%% Py

Pessenger tickets, £433. 8324,
*Less than carlosd shipments - loeal, 440, 2X0.
Less thern carload shipments - interiine, 6g. &5.
*Carload shipments - locel, 3,825. 2,997.
Carloed shipments - Interline, 7635. S85.

TOTAL --— §5,527. 54,207,

Station Expexse, - 51,633,
Xumber of Western Tnioxm Messzges, 52 - 457
Baggege nendled (pleces), 249 pdyecd
Number of waybills mede, 448 18x
Number of frelight bills mzde, 930 768

X e smounts shown are one-belfl of the

actuzl revenue for shipments recelved
&ed Forwarded in order to sllocate oxr
credit %o the station its proportion
of revexue derived therelrom.

The principel carloadizg busizmess Ls coxmposed of barley,
rice, livestock, oil, and gasoline shipments.

In addition to the revemue shown in Exhibit No. 1, appli- ”
cextst witness testified that a reverxze was received from Paciflic
Votor Transport business smounting to ax aversge of 436.00 pexr
montk whick should de credited %o Crows Laxding.

The tabulstion shows (exclusivé of Pacific Yotor Trans-
port business) that the rerv‘enue' received during 1232, as compared
with thet of i9;51, reflects & locs of $1,320., or a decrease of
eyproxinately 24 per cent. The 4o%tel apnuel direct station

expense smounted to $1,63%., or an averamge of £137. per nonth.
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The total annual revenue for the year 1932, excluding that derived

from carload busimess, was approxizztely 38 per cent of station
expense.

The Southernm Pecific Compeany introduced operating fig-
ures to show that the station expensze is only & small part of the
totel expense of handling shipments.  Exhidit No. L shows that
&uring the year 1931, ox Souvherz Pacific Company's system, the
station expexnse amownted to but 7.55 per cent of the total expease
of operation.

| The revemue of Railway Express Agezcy,xc. during the
twelve-montk period ending Jameery 31, 1933, for all express ship-
ments forwarded axnd receive& at Crows Lexding amounted o $353.
In %he past, Southern Pacific c:ompany's egent has acted as express
agent &t this point ox & comzission basis. Rallway Txpress Agency,
Ize. me@es that ir view of the smell smount of remxzerztiox no
other parsy is aveiledle 1o hondle an agency et this point in case
Soutuern Pacific Company is permitted to withdraw Lts sgeat.

Applicant, Southbern Pacific Compeny, DPROPOsSES, ifr this
application is greated, Vo store less~than-carload shipments In
fts warehouse wnder lock, provided = suitable arrangement czx be
made t0 secure the services of 2 custodian of the key; likewlise,
the compeny's telephome will bde zade available to patrons O
cormmmicate witkh adjacent ageaclies <or the purpose of ordering
cars or rTor other reilrcad dusiness.

The granting of this application wes protested by Stad:-—-'
fsYaus Cownty Farm Dureaw, representing verious Property oWners
end merchents of Crows Lending, as well as Termers £z the local-

iy, it beling coxtended thzt the totel exmowat of dbusiness




conducted 2t s=id station warrazts the sexvice of exn agemt. It was

further contended +that removel of the sgent would result in incom-
verlence Vo shippers in ordering cers, signing bills of lading, and
taat they would be deprived of the sexvice of receiving motice of

e arrivel of less-than-carloed shipments and would Ye requixed to
secure Keys to the warehouse and the teleplone from a custodiax, as
well as being &eprived of direct Vestern Union ané express businoss.
| After carelwlly coxsidering vails cntire recoxd, I% is

concluded, in view of the fact that the aldjacent agemcies can take
care of the dusiness at this pelnt without wndue hardship to eppli-
cantst patrons, this application should be granted as the expense
of maintaining this egeney is not Justified axd resulds in ax wn-

vrarranted expeonse o gpplicexmtsc and thelr patrons.

£ public hearing having beex held iz the above entitled
sroceeding, the matter having been Guly submitted end the Commission
beirng now fully advised end bacing its order ox the comelusion
eppearing in the Opinfom walch precedes tals Orderx,

IT IS EEXTRY ORDERED that Southern Pzeific Compeny and
Reilway EZXpress A.gezicy,:nc. be and they are heredy auiaorized to
close thelr agemcy at Crows Lexding, located on Southerzm Pacitic
Compexny's mein line of its Testera Division in Stanislens Counly,
Celifornie, ané to chenge ‘theix respective records and texiffs
accordingly, provided said stetfon is continued as & ROR~AFETCT
station.

™ TS EEREBY FURTEER ORDERED that the authorizatiom here~
iz grented is subject to the Lollowiang cozditions:

(1) Sedd sgemey is to be continued &s & DOZ-GZERCY
svetioz.




Loplicents shell give the pudblic at leazt ten (10)
dayz® notice »rior to the sbandonment of seid
ageacy by posting motices iz & comspicuocus place
et sald station.

Railwey ETxpress Lgency,Ixe. shall coxtizue to handlie
express skipments moving into or out of said point,
provided they zre Tendered to or received Lroz ex-
press nessenger at car door of trairs stopping at
said point.

Lpplicents shell, within thirty (30) deys thereaftex
zotify this Commissionr, in writimg, of the abeaxndon-
mext hereix authorized and of thelir complisxce wilh
the conditions hexeol.

The authorizztion herein granted shall lepse and
decone void if not exercised witiin ome (1) year
from the dete hereof uxnless further time is granted
Dy subsequent order.

The euthority herefn granted shall become effective on

the date hexeof. 4

Dated et San Francisco, Celiforafa, this __ 21 day
ot % o S— |, 2933,
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- Comlissioners.




