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Declision No. '--'J,.ﬁ .

BEFORE TEE RAILACAD COLNISSION OF TEE STATE OF CALIFORNIA.

In the Metter of the Applicetion of
vhe People of the 3State of Californis
on relation of the Deperiment of
2ubliec Works, for an order authoriz-
irg the construction of a c¢crossing av
separated grades oI the 'State highwey
and the Southern Pucifie Railroed 2t

& point spyproximately one and one-halfl
nlles east of El lonite, in Los Angeles
county.

Application No. 18393.
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Be Durxee, for Depertment of Pudblic VTorks,
Stete of Californis, Applicant.

W. Zobbs, Tor Soutkerr Pacific Coxpany.
John R. Berryman, for Automodile Clud of
Soutaera Califerrzic.
BY TEE COMAISSION:
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In the above entitled proseeding, the Department of
2ublic Worksc of the State of Califorale seeks ax order authorizing
the constructlon of o grade separctior with the Southern Pacific

-

Compeny'’s track at e polnt approxinetely one and one-anal? miles

east ol El lonte, irn Ios Lngeles County, and the apportionment of

cost of such an improvement beitvween applicant znd Southerm Pucific
Compeny.
2ublic hesrings were conducted in this matter bhefore
Sxaminer Hunter in Los Lngeles on February 8%h and Merch 21lst, 1933.
The proposed grade separavion is part of State Highwey

. Route No. 2€, sectlons of which are now under construction.




Applicent introduced tvestlmory in support of the follow-
ing allegations in i¥s applicetion:

That seid Route 26 (on which said proposed crossing at
separated grades is located) is a major trunk route of +the State
highway system, extending from the City of Los ingeles easiterly and
connecting in the vieinity of Colton and San Bernerdine with inter-
state highway routes ¢ the rorth, east, and south; that sald pro-
posed crossing at separated grades 1s oo the Garvey Avenue-HOLYT

Avenue extension of said Route 26, which extenslon will provide a

more direct traflic artery from the‘City of Los Angeles esasterly
then any existing public highway; thet seid highwey is being con-
structed oxn high standards of clignment and grade throughout the
entire length thereof, with traffic hazaords and dangers removed
therefrom as far as possible or practicable; that travel on sald
State Zighway Route 26 will be heavy znd will cozsist, in consider-
sble portion, of inter~county and interstate trallic whick will be
attracted to said highway fronm the so=-called Valley Boulevard, via
Pueate, and the existing State highwey between Ilos Angeles end polnts
to the east, northerly ¢ said Route 26, krown 2s tae Foothlll
3oulevard; that such shifting of wralffic will lessen the trelfic

now passing over existing crossings ot grade of pudblic highways and
salid rallroed in the vicinity of seid proposed grode separstion;
that 1t will be moxre econcmical To construct the proposed e¢erossing
&t separated grades at the preseat time Tather than in the Iuture
because of the fact that consiruction costs are now at & low level
and if a grede crossing is constructed first, to be replaced with &
seperation at a later date, it will result in a considerable loss of
improvements which are necessary for a grade crossing but do not 21t
in with a grade separation.

The ultimate plan for Route 26 provides for & 100=Loot

right of way between Los Angeles znd Pomonc; this width has alreedldy

been acquired for o considerable portion of the distance. Route 26




is being paved to o width of 30 feet with 10«foot shoulders, and
in certaln secvions, where parking is permitted, the paving widih
ic Increased to 60 feet.

It 1s estimeted thet the traffic on this new highway,
in the vieinity of the proposed sepearsiion, will
10,000 vehicles per dazy. 4 councideradble poretion
will be diverted from that which now flows along Valley Boulevard,
with a lesser amount from Foothill Boulevard arnd E1 Monte Avenue.
The distance between Il Monte and Pomoza, via Route 26, will be I
miles shorter than vie Valley Boulevard. The grades on Valley
Boulevard, however, are lighter than those proposed for Route 26
and, therefore, It iz prechedle that heavy loaded vekicles will
continue vo Lfollow the old route notwithstanding the LZaet that 1t
is slightly longer.

The railroad lnvolved is Southern Pacific Company's
main line east vie Tuma., The present rall tralfic over this
route coazists ol czome ten passenger and ten Lfreight trairns per
day. The track is tangent at this point and consists of a single
malin line. The record shows that the Rellrozd hzs no plan Jor

conctructing additlonal tracxs in the vicinity of the proposed

crossing, and tzkes the position that the expense of providing

for more than one track is not now Justiflied to meet presext or
reasonably antlcipated future needs.

The following tedulatvion shows the verious estimates
presented t0 cover the cost of constructing diflerent types of
seperation at this location, all underpasses »roviding Ior a

single trzck 2t an eleveltlion threce feet ebove present grade, and

refer vo costs within vhe limits of the apnroaches:




: : : : cos : cos% :
: Exhibit ¢ Total o A te*nate Chargeaole :
¢ Number Type of Struetur : Cost :Grude Xing;to Separation:

appilicant's Underpass « 64' drive=-
2xhivit 29 “uy, o 4 ,idewa¢&
x@ gradc°- 300 2%,
sight diztance; voval
length 2400 fect. 31

',J

7,875, 560,317. 357,556,

" Underpass = 44° cLi*e-
wuy, wo 4 s*dewa XS;
% grades; 800 f%.
°1g“~ distvance; total

length 2400 feét. 94,165, $46,014. 848,151,

<

t'z OQverhead = 44' drive-
30 *ay, two & uidewa lxs;
4/'0 deS‘ 800 -LU.
uignt d*stunce- total
length 2400 seet. $168,517. 546,014,  51L22,503.

S0.PaC.C0Ts Tnderpass = 34! drive-
Exhidit SO way; two &' s*de walxs;
56 grades; 600 L£t.
sight distance; wotal
length 1160 feet. $ 47,155, & 4,895. 3 42,260,

So.2ac.Cots Overhead - 34t &rive=-

Zxhidit 81 y, two &°Y *dewa_i:;
50 gredes; 400 Lt.
signt diztence; total
length 1648 Zfeet.

e

67,670. & 7,030. 3 50,631.
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Soutkern 2Facilic Comparny is zov opposed to the con-
struction of the separetion involved herelrn and Lo willing to grent
applicont the right To crosec its property. It docs, however, tcke
he position thot 1t should not be assessed any cost of the construc-
vion of this sepuration over nd zbeve an anount equal to the dirzect
benelits to ve derived therelrom. t is the rzilroad’s contention
that the only benefit thot will acerue 30 it from this imdprovement
obtalins from the closing of an unimportant county road, known as

Moxsorn Roud, &S no other existing grade crossings =re 0 be closed
in connection with the opeanlng of the proposed separetion. The rail-
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groce erossing, it will be relieved of gn crnucl muintenance expense
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of £28l. This estimate, howewver, does not include any sllowance Zox
accicdents or audomatvic protection. The crossing is now protected

orly with ZLixed ¢ the recoxdé shows Thet dur
yeaxrs there have been no grade crossing accidents at this locstion.
Zxhibit XNo. ne action teken by the Board of Supervisors ol
Los ingeles County et 1ts meeting on Februury 8, 1933, agreoing

vae closing of scid Mozson Rozd crossing over the railroad upon

opening o the proposecd separation. 2 the other hond, the railroed
contends thet thi aving in expense 1s more thor oflcset by Vhe expense
imposed upon it Iin maintairing the newly constructed grade crossing

of Route 26 over the company's Covizna Branck, loccted ot & poind

some two miles east 22 the proposed separation, the annusl maintezance
cost of which is estimated to be $264, whica includes az allowance Toxr
sutomatic protection dut no zllowance Tor accidents. Thic grade cross-
ing was authorized by the Cormission in Lits Decision No. 23125, dated
August 29, 1932, in lpplication No. 18225.

walle iv 1z true 2t the proposed separation does not permit

£ the closing of aay imporiant exicting grade crossings, 1t ls epparent
that Route 2€ will attract a large volume of traffic from other mejor
east and west highways, particularly Valley Boulevard. Through the

construction of the proposed underpass, v sraffle will be aflforded

& ¢rossing with the main line railroad at ceperated grades instead ol

one or more grade crossinges between EL fonte and Pcmone. Qa the other
hand, Southern 2Pacific Company points out that to the east of Pomons
& consideradble porvion of the “raffic or Route 26, which might de re-
t other thaen through traffic to Colton, Sar Bernardino
and points beyond, will in meny ceses be required ¥0 cross railrosd
srecks in order to reach this highway as, genmerally speaking, It I1s
located between mein line railzozds. To the south we find the tracks
o2 Southern Pacific snd TUnion Pacific, and to the noxth the Santc TFe
end Pacific Zleciric.
epporent that the decrease in grade crossing travel
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will greatly exceed the incresse as a result of the opening o the
proposed separetion. Thils iz particularly true of grade crossings
over Southern Pacific Company's main line tracks asxnd, therefore, the
coxpany should enjoy some benelit from this divemsice in the wey of
reduced grade crossing accidents. It must de admitted, however,

that the grade croscliuzgs over Southern Pacific Coxpery's main line,

from which traflfic will be detracted by this separation, will con-

vinue Vo be Important cressings and this improvemexnt will not pernmit
of & reduction in operating expeanses in the way of mainteining pro-
tection or the crossing. The company conteunds thet Lt is now fac-
ing probadle separavions at one or more of ihese grade c¢rossings.
cozrnection it should be pointed out that the proposed
eparction mey  hove an effecy upon cdelaying the time when such
ixprovements will dbe effected.
The record shows that the desirebie method of effecting

& crossing of the railroad wiltk this important highvweay ertery is by
meens of an underpass rether than an overhezd or 2 grade c¢rossing.
A separation heving & driveway width of 44 feet would provide ample
cerrying capacity o meet the present estimeted treffic meeds, with
some excess cupacity to provide for future growth. In fact, the
Depoartment of Public VWorxs zow has under construstion along this
sane highwey a bridge over the San Cobriel River, located less then
one mile to the east of the proposed sepuration, wiich provides for
a driveway heving o width of 44 fe.t, A»plicent has indicated thes
in view of the fact that & sepersiion heving @ drivewey widtkh of 64
feet can be constiructed ot this time with little cdded cost over
and ebove the cost of g £4-000% seporation 1t desires to duild the
lerger structure, as traffic on this highwey will doubtless comtinue
v0 increase 1o a point where the lurzer separavicn will come day

be required =nd when that time comes 1t would cost = consideredle
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sun Yo enlarge the separation if the smaller one was counstructed
et this time. In view of suplicant's pcasition in this mather the
Commission will allow 1%t to select the width of subway 1% proposes
Yo bulld dut will teke into consideration, for pwurposes of eapportion-
ment, the type of separeticn that seems to meet present gné roason-
able future traffic neweds which i1s ore having o drivewey widsh of
44 ZTeet. As for the change in fhe elevation of the present %rack
in connectlion with the conmstructlon of the proposed separation,
there 1s some qQuestion whether this zaise should be three or five
Teet. It appears thot o three-foot Lift permits of the most econ~
omical plar of separation, without regexd for ground weter. This
Teature, however, lc un Importent elexment snd if after further stuly
applicanv elects to construet e seperation which requires & raise in
the track of not to exceed five feeb, £t will have the Conmission's
approval to do co.

sfter cerefully consideri The record in this proceeding
1t is concluded that the epplicetion skould bde granted iz accordaxnce
with the foregoing and thet the apportionzmernt of the expense beitweexn
applicant and Southerr Pseilic Company sheuld be dased upon & separa-
tlon heving a drivewey width of 44 feet, to the effect thet Southern
Pacific Compeany shouwld pay £6,000, or = oxim&tely 12% of such &

separation, and applicant the rexainder.

OCRIZZER
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L public hearing having Yeen held end the matter haeving
been submitied,

IT IS EZREEY QRIZRED that the Poople of the State of
Californie, on relatlon of the Depertment of Public Works, are hereby

authorized to consiruct a state highway, kzown as Route No. 26, at
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separated gredes under th : ‘ £ Soutlhern Pacific
2 oze=-hcld {17) miles east
Z1 Uonte, Couvnty of Lo 3 % the location

&g skhorn by the map (Z

SLin

(1) %he z2bove grede separation shall bo identified
i g :.\TOQ 3"496.2"30

a
as Uro

Southern Pucific Company sholl contridbute Six
Taousend (6,000} Dollsrs towarés the gost of
consvructling said grade separsiion. The entir
rexeining cozt ol comstruztion shell de dorme
by coyplicant.

Applicant cshall, belore commencing the consiruce—
vion of the grade separation authorized hereln,
file with the Commicssion, subject to its anoroval:

(&) A cextified copy of an ggrearent
between applicant and Scutherd
Pacilic Compary covering the terms
or constructics and neintenance of
sald grede sepuravion.

A sev of plans for said grade
separatiorn which shall have deexn
approved by Soutiern Pecific Comnany,
or a2 statoment showing why suck
aporovael aas not deen obtalined.

Sald grade separation shaoll be constructed wita
clecrances coznforming to the provisions of our
General Order No. Z26«C.

opon the complevion of the grade separacion
Rerein authorized arnd upon its being opened

vo »ublic use and trevel, the existing grade
crossing of Moxson Roed (Crossing No. 3-496.3;,
located approximately twe hundred ané soventy-
five (275) feet coutheash o the separation
hereln zuthorized, shall de legally abandoned
ané effectvively closed tc publiec uce and travel.

Applicent shall, within thirty (30) days there-
alfter, novifly thic Commission, in writing, of
the completion of the installation of said
grode seporetion and of its compliance with

the conditions hereofl.




The authorization herein grented shall lspse
and become vold 1f nov exercisel within one
(1) year from the date hereol, anless Turther
time is grented by subsequent ordex

The authority herein grented shall become effective on

the date hereof.

-~

Deted 2% Sen Frencisco, Celifornie, this /¢ dey
of ipril, 1933.
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