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BEFORE ~ RAIIROm COMMISSION OF 'S. ~ OF CA.I.IFORNIA. 

) 
In the Matter or Application 01: ) 
T.BJ!: CITY OF SANrA. B.A.RBA.:Etl:. So mrm1- ) 
c1pal eorporat1on~ ot. Wld in. th~ ) 
State or Ce.lltO:en1e.. tor an order ) 
ot and trom the above entitled ) 
RaUx-oad Comm1 ss10n au thOr1.Z1!lg } Application No. 18501. 
the construction 1.n the 01 tY' or } 
Santa. Barbara ot a public stre·et at ) 
grade across the re,1J.road r1ght-ot- ) 
way and railroad tracks. ot the } 
Southern Pac11:1e Railroad CompanY'. ) 

----------------------------~) 
;r. F. Goto:. 01 ty- AttorneY'. tor Appli.cant. 
Jr. W. Robbs, t.or SOuthern Paett1c Comp~. 

BY THE COMMISSION: 

OPINION ----------
In th1 s procee<tt:lg the 01 ty ot' Santa. Barbara. requests 

per.m1ss1on to cOllstrue t Po.e-~clo Street at grade aeross the ma.1ll 

line track or SOuthern Pe.e1t'1.c Co~ 1n said city'. 

A public hearing was held in this matter berore EXamjDer 

J'ohnson, 1n santa Barba..~,. on March lB. 1933. 

SOUthern Paei:r1c Company's ma.1n line traek {COe.st I.1ne-} 

runs in. a general. easterly and weste=ly d1reetion through the 

western :part or the <:1 ty. At the present time there is. located 

a. grade separat1on~ DOwn as Los Pae1 tos Roetd, OTer Southern 

Pae1:C'1e: ComPallY's traek at the: western e1 t:r ].1ne, halt' or which 
.. 

is in the cotm.tY' a:ld halt' 1:1 the <:1 ty; proceeding easterlJ, the 

next crossing is the grade eross1n.g or- M1ssicl1l Street l.oca.ted 
, " , .... '; 

app:::ox1ma.tely ,01,.000 :teet east 01' th1s separation. It is proposed 

by the citY' to eOt~st=uct ?ueb~o Street at grad.e across Southern 

Pacific Compax17's track, between the grade sel7ll"ation and Mission 
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Street. to be If::>cated. appro:dJ:latel,. 1.750 ;Cee.t west or the Mission 

street crossing. 

Modoc Road runs parallel. to and is loo:ated. o.pp:r'ox1mately' 

700 teet south or the railroad. It serves that ~t1on or the 

e1 ty south or the J:a1lroa.d, between Mission Street and tos Pac 1 tos 

Road.. The La CttmbreJ"un1or High School is located on the south 

s1d.e or Modoc RClad at Pueblo Street produce~d. Th1s is a ne1t" high 

school which serves the northwestern POl:"t10:11 o'! the· e1 ty. That 

portion ot the city in. the v1c1n1ty or this high. school is 

developed e.lmost entirely as a ::-esjLdent1al ~U'ea, whereas that 

ponion or the city north or the railroad 13 devoted to both 

residences and. b'O.S1ness. The major1 tj" ot: the studen.ts ot' the 

jtm10r high school are. drawn t'ro: the. residential. area north or 
the railroad. 

It is the proposal or the city to extend Pueblo stre.et 

trom. its southerly end north of' the rallroad to the jtm1o= high 

sohool, O'ross1Dg: the railroad at grade. The re.O'ord shows that at 

the :present time large lXIlmbers or students attending this 111gb. 

school tram the north 'c:ross the pr1 'Vate r1gh't or way ot' the- ra1l-

road at various and S'Wl.d.ry 4e.:lgerou.~ points 111 the 1Jmne.d1ate 

to the sc!t.ool: lU'Q..$t e1 thor U5~ U:t.s,51on Stroot or tho ~~rhea.d br1dg.e 

at los Paeitos Roa.d to ree..ell. tll.e school.. 

It 1$ 'the contention ot a:ppllcant that the construet1on 
or Puebl.o street aero,ss the- raUroad 1.s neae-sso.ry to pe:r.m1 t tra!!1e 

to cross the ra,1lzoad, pe:t1eular17 students and t'eoU:l:.ty 1n go1l::g 

to and from. the school, both Oll toot and by eO::lveyanee. The Ptteblo 

Street route 1Du.ld mater1eJ.l.y sh~rte:o. the- d1sttlJ'lce tor a. large 

n1llUber or these people, :particularly those l1 v1ng uorth or the 

ra1lroad. and west or W.SS1011. street. It was :t'Urther contended that 
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bY'routing this tratt1c over PUeblo Street the oODg&stion. Which 

is now &xper1enee~d at the intersect10n ~:)r Modoe Road and lfission 

Street and also in t'ront or the high. sohool would. be materiallY' 

lessened. 

At the location or the .:proposed. cross1!l.g, one track ot 

Southern Pacit1c Cotlpany' is crossed and the 'new ot' approach1:cg 

trains trom ei the.r d,1rect1ot:. is reasonably c:'ee.r l' with the except10Xl~ 

or a. tell" trees lIb.1ch grow alol:.g the r1gb. t ot way rence and which 

oouJ..d readUy be removed. At Miss10n Stree1: a. double track line 

err the ra1lr~d :tiS crossed. anI! the. View ot' approach1ng tra1ns at 

ths:t location is l:tU1te m.ater1auy obseued bc~th by obstruetions and 

curvature. The C:l ty urged that t!. crossing a.t the proposed location 

would be 1mIch ~E'r tor the .:particul,tt use ot trattic going to ana:. 

trom the school, ~~s nell as tor the general traveling public, than 

the Mission Street crossing would be, but it 'was shown that both 

eross1ngs were re.aso%l&bl'1 neeessa=y tor '~e u;se or the general 

publ1e. 

SOuthern Pae1t1c Company objected t() the con.struction 

or this crossing 0:11 the grotllld tha.t the ex1stjl.ng crossings were 

sutt1e1e.nt to meet public eonvemence and n.ecE~5sity 'tor access 

OTer the railroad in that terr1to~. 

A!'ter a. :reView o'! the record in th1:t mlttter, it appears 

that public eonvenience and neeessi tY' require the establishment o"r 

a crossing as a:p~eC. fo,r by appllcant. Both applicant and the 

railroad showed that 1t' the appliee.t1on 1:s gre.nted. automatic Wig-

ftg protection should be established at this P1o.1nt. 

Appl1cant eon tended that the en',~ir& cost o~ constructing 

this ,~ossi:lg should be :,orne 'by the railroad. It has been the 
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COam1ssion Y s. pollcy tor e. great ~ years.. :tn appl1cat10:tlLS o-r 
-

this sort, to assess the cost or eo.c.s.tru.et1011 to the app11ce.nt 

and it appears there is no justi:t'1eation to C;:.eV1e.te tram this 

practice in this instance and the Order Will so spee1t'y. 

ORDER ..... ----

A publ1c hearing hav1J:lg been. held !lJld the: matter b~1ng 

under submissiOn., 

~ IS m:BEBY ClRDER:E:D tha. t the City COt1llc11 ot th(~ C1 ty 
." . 

ot se.nta Barbara, in the Ccun.ty or Sante.. Be:rbara, State or cal1torD1a., 

18 hereby authorized. to construct Pueblo Stx-eet at grade across the 

track or: SOuthern Pacitie Company at the location as shown by the 

map,EXh1b1t ,.Z .. , tiled. in this proceeding, S:llbjcct, howevor" to 

the rolloWing eondi tions and not otherwise: 

(1) The above crossing S:t.e.ll 'be 1dent1t11~ as Crossing 
No. E-308.4. 

(2) Tlle entire cost 01" constructing the crossing shall 
be borne by applicant. The cost 01" maintenance ot: 
that portion. or said eros.s1ng O'll ts1de or llnes 
two C2l teet outside or the rails sh~ be borne 'by 
applicant. Maintenance ot tha.t portion ot the cross-
ing between lines two (2) teet outs1de ot the rails 
shall be borne by Southern Pac1!'1e COmpany. No 
portion o:t: the cost herein assessee!. to appl1ee.nt "ror 
the construction or ma1ntanance or said crossing 
sl:l.e.ll be assessed by a:pp~1ce.nt 1n ~ :manner wha:tso-
ever to the operative :property ot' Southern Pac1r1c 
Companr • 

(3) said cro.ss1ng sb.al.l be constructed o-r a. 'Il'1dth ot: nee: 
less than twenty-tour (24) teet and e.t au angle to 
the railroad as show. on EXb.i 1>1 t ttztt, Wi th grades. 0-: 
approach net greeter than t'oc.r (4) per cent; aM!) be 
constructed equal or supe=i.or to ty:pe· shown. e.s 
Standard. No.2 1n our Ge.nere.l order No. 72; shall. be 
protected by a Standard No. 1 crossing s1~ and by 
one Stan~:rd. No,. 3 wigwag s1~, as s:pec1t1ed in 
our General Order No. 75-A., and shall 1ll. "every way 
be made ~1table :tor the passage thereon o:t: vehicles 
and other reed tratric. 
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(4) APPlicant m.e.ll ce.use to have. removed all. trees 
al.ong the. r1ght or way renee. 01: tlle. railroad 
"ror e. d1stance of: not less. than. tllree hundred. 
(300) reet in both d1=eet1ons t'rOll]. said cross1ng. 

(5) A.Pp11cant shall, wi thin thirty (30) days theree.!'ter, 
not1:Cy this Commlss1on. 1:11 Wl."1t1.:c.g. ot the. comple-
tion o~ the 1nstallation or said crossing and or 
its ¢o.mpl1anee With the condit1ons hereor. 

(6) ~e 4uthor1zation here1n granted s~ lapse and 
bec~e void it not exercised within one (1) year 
trom the date. he.reo!' unless t'urther time .. 1s granted 
by subsequent order. 

(7) The Commise1on reserves the rlgl:l.t to make: such 
tu.rther ord~s relat1ve to the loee.t1on. eo:c.stl:Uc-
t1on. opera.tion, ::::.eJ.n te~u::.ce and. :protect1on or 
said erossi::lg 8.S to 1 t may seem r1ght ~d proper, 
and. to revoke 1ts permission ir, in 1ts judgment, 
public convenience and necessity demand such action. 

The ettective date o~ this. Order shall be twenty (20} 

days t'rom the date hereot'. --/1......., 

Dated at san Franc i$co, Cel.iforn1a, this II> day 
. 

01: AprU, 1933. 
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