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BEFORE THE RAILROLD COMMISSICN OF THE STATE OF CALIFORNIA.

In the Matter of Application of
THE CITY OF SANTA BARBARA, & muni-
cipal corporation, of and in the
State of California, for an Oxrder
of and from the above entitled
Railroad Commlssion authorizing

the construction in the City of
Santa Barbara of a public strest at
grade across the railroad right~of-
way and railroad tracks of the
Southern Pacific Railrcad Compaxy.

Application No. 18501.

Je F. Goux, City Attormey, for Applicant.
E. W. Hobbs, for Southern Pmcific Company.
EY THE COMMISSION:
OPINIONXN

In this proceeding the Ciiy of Sante Barbara requests
pemmission'to coastruct Pustlo Street at grade across the main
line track of Southerr Pecific Company in seid city.

| & public hearing was held in this matter before Exsminer
Johnson, in Santa Barbare, on March 18, 1%53.

Southern Pacific Company's main line track (Coast Line)
rungs ir a general easterly arnd wesi:erly directiorn through the
western part of the city. At the present time there is located
a grade separation, known as Los Pacitos Romd, over Southern
Pacific Company's track at the western city lire, half of which
is in the cormtjr and half Iz the c¢ity; proceeding easterly, the
next crossing is the grade crossing of Missicn Street located
&pproxim&telﬁ"z,ooo feet east of this separation. It is proposed
by the city to construct Pueblo Street at grade across Southern

Pacific Company's track, between the grade sepmration and Mission
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Streel, to be located approximately 1,750 feet west of the Mission
Street crossing.

Modoc Road runs parallel to and is located approximately
700 feet south of the railroad. It serves that partion of the
¢ity south of the rallrozd, beiween Mission Street and lLos Pacitos
Roed. The La Cumbre Junior Hizh School is located om the south
side of lModoc Rcad at Puedlo Street produced. This is a new high
3chool which serves the porthwestern portion of the eity. That
portion of the city in the vicinity of this high school is
developed almost entirely as & residential area, whereas that
portion of the city north of the railroad iz devoted to both
residences and business. The mejority of the students of the
Junioxr high school are drawn from the residential a.f'ea north of
the railroad.

It 1s the proposal of the ¢ity to extend Pueblo Street
from its southerly erd north of the railroad to the junior high
school, ¢rossing the railroad at grade. The record shows that at
the pmsenf time large numbers of students attending this high
school from the north ¢ross the privete right of way of the rail-
road at various and sundry dangerous points ip the immediszte

Tieinity of the proposwd wOOSLDE AN Thal TH0UA didante dwiving

to the sclool must eliler use Mission Street or the overhead bridge

at Los Pacitos Road to reach the school.

It is the contention of epplicant that the comstruction
of Pueblo Street across the railroad is necessary to permit traffic

10 cross the railroad, particularly students and fecuity iz goirg
to and from the school, dOth on oot and by coaveyance. The Pueblo
Street route woulld materially shorten the distance for & large
rumber Of these people, particularly those living uorth of the
rallroad and west of Mission Street. It was further cortended that
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by routing this trzffic over Puedblo Street the congestion which
is now experienced at the intersection of Modoc Road arnd Mission
Street and also irn front of the high school would be materially
lessened.

At the location of the proposed crossing, one track of
Southern Pacific Conmpany is crossed and the view of approeching
trains from either directior is ressonably clLear, with the exceptioxn
of a few trees which grow along the right of way fence and which
could readily be removed. At Mission Street & double trzck line
of the rallrozd is crossed and the view of approaching treins at
that location is quite materially obscured doth by obstruetiors and
curvature. The City urged that & crossing at the proposed Iocetion
would be mxch safer for the particular use of traffic going to and
from the school, as well as for the general traveling public, than
the Mission Street crossing would be, dbut it ‘was shown that doth
¢rossings were reasonshbly necessary 2or the use of the general
public.

Southern Pacific Company objected t0 the construction
of this crossing on the ground that the existing crossings were
sufficlent to meet public convenience and necessity for access
over the reilroad iz that territory.

ifter & review of the record in this matter, it appears
that pudblic convenience and necessity require the estabdlishment of
& cressing as applied foT by applicant. Both applicant and the
reilroad showed that if the applicetion is grented, avtometic wig-
weg protection shouwld be estadblished at this point.

ippliceant contended thet the en%ire cost of constructing

this erossing should be “orme by the railromd. Xt has been the




Compission’s policy for e great many years, in applications of
this sort,_to assess the cost of comstruction to the applicant
and it appears there is no Justification to deviate from this
prectice in this instance and the Order will so specify.

ORDEZ

A public hearing having been held and the matter baing

under submission,

IT IS HERESBY QRDERED that the City Council of the City
of Santa Barbaraz, in the County of Santa Barbara, State of Califormis,
is hereby authorized to comstruct Pueblo Street at grade across the
track of Southern Pacific Compeny &t the location as shown by the
mep, Exhidbit "2%, filed iz this proceeding, sudbjlect, however, to
the following counditions amé not otherwise:

(1) The adove crossing =hell be identified as Crossing
. No. E=-368.4.

(2) The entire cost of comstructing the crossing shall
be borme by applicznt. The cost of mainternance of
that portion of said crossing outside of lines
two (2) feet outside of the rails shall be borme by
epplicant. Meintenance of that portior of the cross-
ing datween lines two (2) feet cutside of the reils
shall be borme by Southern Pacific Company. Xo
portion of the cost hercin assessed to applicant for
the comstruction or maintenance of said crossing
shall be assessed by applicant in any menner whatso-
ever to the operative property of Southern Pacifiec
Company.

Said crossing shall be constructed of a width of nok
less than twenty-Zfour (24) feet and at an angle to
the reilroad as shown on Exhibit ™27, with grades o
spproach not grester tharn four (4} per cent; shall be
constructed equal or superior to type shown as
Stzndard No. 2 in our Generzl Order No. 72; shall be
protected by a Standaxrd No. 1 crossing sign and dy
one Stendard No. 3 wigweg signel, as specified in
our Genersl Oxder No. 75-L, aznd shall in -every wey

be made suitadle for the passege thereon of vehicles
and other road traffic.




(4)

(5)

(6)

(7]

days from

of April,

Applicent shiall ccuse to have removed all trees
along the right of way fence of the railrcad

for a distence of not less than three hundred
(30Q) feet irx both directions from sald crossing.

Applicant shell, within thirty (30) days thereafter,
potify this Commission, in writing, of the comple~
tion of the irnstellavtion of sald crossing and of
its compliance with the conditions hereof.

The authorization herein granted shall lapse and
becoxe void if not exercised within one (1) year
from the date hereofl unless further time is granted
by subsequent order.

The Commission reserves the right to make such
further oxders relative to the location, corstruc-
tionr, operationm, mainterance and protection of

sald crogcing as to it may seem right and proper,
ané to Zevoke its permission if, irn 1ts Judgment,
public convenience and necessity demand such action.

The effective date of this Order shall he twenty (20)
the date hereot. ' -

-
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Dated at Sen Frencisco, Califernia, this /& day
1933. |

Qlden e,
L Cisdiiat
P itlas

Cco ssioners.




