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)
In the Meatter of the Applicetion of -}

SOUTEERN PACIZIC COLPANY for an order )|

authorizing 1t to close i1ts agency at )

Palmdale Station, County of Los Angeles, ) Application No. 18554.
State of California, during the period ) A~

November lst to Jure 30th, inclusive, )

of each yeer. %

Ce Wo Cornell,. for Applicant.
Je Je Deuel, ror Los Angeles County Farm
Bureaun, Protestants.
Ne Do Pritchett, for Order of Railroad
Telegrsphers, Protvestant.
WEITSELL, CCMMISSIONER:
CPINION
In this proceeding the Southern Pacific Company seeks
authority to establisk a seasonal agency at Palmdale, Los Angeles
County, California.
A public hearing wes conducted in this proceeding at
Palmdale on March 29, 1933, and at that hesring the matter was
duly submitted and it is now ready for decision. .
At present applicént maintalns & full-time agency at
Palmdele and it proposes hexein to operate this'agency during the
four months' period July lst to Qe¢tober 3Flst, inclusive, of each
Year and as & non-agency during the remainder of the time.
Although the proposed period of operation as an agency
is fixed In the application as four months during the mormal time
of hervesting and shipping of deciduous fruit, it was shown that
it is the company's plan to extend the time of agency operationvir
business justifieé.

In the following tabdulation are given the results of
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operation at Palmdele as shown on tke Company's Exhiblts Nos. 1

and 2:

T FoTr B xomths | : Totel for Year
Endine June 30th:Ending Jume 30th
Items : Iggf- T 1908 - I§b§ T 1032

Carloads - Cars, 77 71 419 108

Revenue: ' .
oad revenue - Locel, $ 4,492, & ¢ 8,54C. $2,865.
Carload revenue - Interline, 15,206. ; 32,378. 3,598.
© Totel Carlcad Revenue, 61.9,098. ~ 34£0,218. 86,405,
*L.C.Lerevenue - Local, 303. 639.
L.C.L.revenue - Interline, S6. 143.
Passenger ticket revenue, 629. : 916.
Milk and cream revenue, - -
Totael L.C.L., passenger
tickets, milk and creem ' '
revenue, 31,028. 3 1. £ 1,698. 8 1,185.

Totel Revenue, $20,726. . &42,616. & 7,648.

Average per lNoxth, 52,590, : £3,551. 3637,

Station Zxpense, $1,414. ¢ 82,121, ¢2,006.

Average per lomtlk, $177. $ $177. $167.
Number Western Uzlon lessages, 1,229 %% 2,108 1,803

Aversoe mer Nonth, 153 116 175 13

*he amounts shown are one-nalf of the actual revenue fox
shipments rocelved and forwarded in order to allocate or
credit to thils station 1ts propantion of the revenues

derived therefrom.

The principal carlcad shipments consist of gasoline and
oil (39%), peers (3l%), »ock (10%), and shocks (8%). The gasoline
shipnments are distriduted more or less entirely throughout the year.
The record shows, however, that Standaxd 01l Company, which iz the
largest shipper of gasoline, has recenily moved its storage facili-
ties {rom Pelmdele to Lancaster. The shipments of pears and shook
move during the period applicant proposes to maintairn an agency.
Other carload shipments are distributed throughout the year.

Ir addition to the rewvenue shown in the tabulation, the

record shows that Tevenue amounting to an average of $16. per month
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was received from Pacific Motor Trenspart business, which should
be credited to the Palmdale statiorn.

Applicart's proposed plan of operation provides that
during the time this statior is conducted as a non-agency, less-
than-carload shipments will be stored in the company’s warehouse
under lock; likewise the company's telephone will de made availeble
¥o patrons to communicate with agents et the adjecent stations for
the purpose of oxdering cars or for other railroad business, the
Keys 10 both the werehouse and the telephone o be xede aveilable
To patrons through & custodian. Tith respect 10 takding care of the
Passenger business, it was shown that during the time of non-agency
station operation bassengers may purchase tickets Lfrox the conductor
ox the train without extra cost.

The nearest agency stations to Palmdale are Saugus, located
37 miles to the south, and Lazcaster, 8.3 miles to the north. Ir
the proposed plan of operation is put into effect the agents at the
adjacent stations will Rotily consignees, either by telephone or
neil, of the arrival of shipmentcs.

Los Angeles County Farm Bureeu, Tepresenting the resiTents
of Palmdale and vicinity, appeered in oppesition to the grenting of
thls application and took the position that the shippers of Pelmdale
would be seriously inconvenienced if applicentrs plen to operate a
seasonal agency were put into effect, in that they wowld have to do
business with either of the adjacent agencies instead of baving a man
on the ground; thet time would be consumed in securing the key to
obtain or store shipments in the company's warehouse and that the .
company should consider the total cernings of the station rather
thar Limit the considerstion to the rather low less-than-carlosd
Tevemue. It was also comtended that the grenting of this epplica-

tion would result in én inconvenilence to thre district in that shippers
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would be deprived of direct Western Union business.

The record shows that in 1922 the AntTelope Valley
Growers Refrigerating Compeny constructed a large warehouse with
pre~-cooling facilities at Palmdale. Doubtless one of the primary
reasons for constructing this storage facllity was to take care
orf prospective fruilt shipments out of Palmdale as there is a
comparatively large sec¢tion in this vicinity planted to deciduous
frauit, particularly pears. The record also shows that in addition
to fruit shipments out of Palmdale, this warchouse ic used for the
storage of citrus fruits from the south and grapes from the north.
The management of this refrigerating company testified that if the
agency is not meintained continuously it will work somewhat of a
hardship on this business in that ex agent’s service is required in
meking out bills of lading and checking'various ¢classes of shipments.

The protestants contend that one of the primery reasons
why business has decreesed at Palmdale is due to the fact that the
service is not what the shippers think it should be. It was pointed
out that the railroad consumes over thirty hours in transporting

loss-than-carload shipments from Los Angeles to Palmdale. This

Tather long time results from the fact that the compeny OPEI&VGS

Zocal freight southbound ornly betwoern Mojave and Saugus. North-

oound shipments are carried on through freights and &ischarged at
various points for the southbound local o distribute. Many of the

shippers testified that if the service could be improved they

would give their business to the railrced, particulerly if an agent
is reteined at this point throughout the year.

After carefully considering the record im this proceed-
ing, 1t 1s concluded that the agency at Palmdele should be reteined
for the presext at least, with the understanding that if the company
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will do all it reascanably cen to improve the freight service to
this point, the railroad will receive greater patronage from
shippers. This application should thereforc be denied and the

following form of Order is recommended:

Southern Pacific Compeny having filed the above
entitled application for suthority to establish e seasonal
agency at Palmdale, Los Angeles County, a public hearing having
been held and the matter being duly submitted,

IT IS HEREBY ORDERED that the above entitled applica=-
tion is hereby denied without‘prejudice.

The foregoing Opinion and Order are hereby approved
and ordered filed as the Opimion and Order of the Railrocad
Commission of the State of Califormia.

vy
Dated at Sex Francisco, Califormia, this Jﬁ//./ day
of April, 1933.
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Commiszsioners.




