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Decision No. /0 /O3 .

BEFORE TEE RAIIROAD COQMMISSION OF TEZ STATE OF CALIPORNIA

W. E. MUIL, ot al., |
Complainants,
v8.

LEWIS A. & PRUDENCE TURNER or
THZ TURNER WATER SYSTE,

Deferndsnt.

.
et sl " e et et P N et P

V. H. ¥xdl, in propria persono.
E. D. Turner, for defendznts.

BY TEZ COMMISSION.

OPIFNION

This 18 a proceeding brought by W. E. Moll and sixteen Other
residents of what is knows s the Clutter snd Torg Tract, mesr
Bell, Ios Angeles County, agsinat Lewls 4. Turner snd Prudemce
Tumér, owners of a small public wtility water aystem;

Complainants allege In offect that they are enti:’.-oly, depond.-
ont upon tkis system for their water sml}'; that meters have boen
installed free of charge to 3ome consumers, véhilo others a.r_éf'com-,
pelled to pay the cost of the meters and for the inata.lla-tim there~
of; that the pipe line on $ou'th King Street is not sa::ﬁoiqntly L
large to permit of adequate service to consumers supplied thereby;
and that this pipe line has a "dead end,” theredy rreventing prop-




oxr ¢irculation of water and endangering the hoalth of consumers.

The complainasnts therefore ask that the defendants be com~
polléd. to refurd the coét of all meters installed at the expense
of consumers, or to meke sultable refunds therefor as ¢redits on
water bllls, and to install meters free 0L charge for anch ool
sumers whose service pipes #:re not now 8o oqnippod. Complaimta
slsc ssk that the wtility be orfered to replace the prosent ome
and one-helf inch pipe line on South Xing Street with a four imch
line, and that the end thereof be cormected with other distribu~
tiox ma.insv 30 that proper circ'ala.tioﬁ 0L water may bo secured.

Defendents in their answer allege tiat the pipe lines on the
Clutter snd Long Tract, 1n0lvding the ome on South Xing Street,
are not owned by the utility, that sll meters wpon the system have
been furnished aud installed at the exponse of consumers; snd that
¥he commection 0f the King Street main with other pipes in the sys—
‘tem, 80 aa to provide cirecnlation o2 water, would require the 8¢~
quisition oX righte of way across private property. |

4 public bearing in this matter wss held at Los Angeles, be~-
fore Exsminer Wiliiams, &'t_‘ whick gall interested pa.:ﬂ::!.ea wore gifm
an opportunity to bde heard.

| It appears that this water system was originally imstalled
for defondsnts’ own use, but a8 & large supply of water was devel- -
oped defendants emtered into agreements with their meighbors to
fornisk them water, and the service hss since grown watil at the
present time there are spproximstely 100 comnections for domestis |
,a.nd. 1rﬁgafﬁ.m‘ns§.‘

Defendants do not own the distributicn mains ‘o:.-'metera
through which water ie delivered to comsumers on the Clutter sand
Tong Tract, of whick Soutk King Street is a part. It appesrs
that the owners of the subdivision origzinally installed the pipe
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lines on this szubdivisimm snd in l913 entered into a agroomnt
with defendants which prov':.d.od. 'uw.t defendants world furnish Wa-
tor to consumers end that Clutter and Long wonld install meters
and maintain pipe lines. In :::etﬁm defendants agreed to pay 't:c.?z
per cent. of the revenues. This agreement expires in 1923. It
aﬁpeara howov_ér thet none of the agreed payments have béen nade
snd that defendants have been fu:niahing water on the tract, nmaine
taining the pipé lfnes amd charging comsumers for meters snd their
{nstsllation. | |

Testimony conclusively shows that service to consumers on
South King Street has been inadequate sd it 18 appsrent that
the ome and ome-half inch main on that street should be replaced.
witkh s pipe 13.:3.0 of larger size. It is also spparent that satis-
factory service camnot bde maintsived wnless tae entire distribu-
ticm. :Cacilities, 1ncluding ripes, services and meters, are owneld
a.nd. oporaued. by defendants.

»
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Dofond.a.nts however ocontendeld that the operation of the sys-
tem does rnot produce s::iﬁc:.ont revauue to give an gdequate re-
torn wpor the investnent, and tha.t it is imposzidle to Linance
enlarged mains end inatallaum ‘o meters free of charge to oonw-
swers. The defend;an;ts bherein have, however, assmed the obliga~
tiom of rendering sdequate and satisfactory service to consumers
and to achieve this regult should imstall such tac;litios a8 are

- required. If the préaent' Trevenues are mgoq;aa.te the yroper rem-
edy consists of an ap;blicé.tion to this COmmiaaicﬁ for s ad.ﬁnzt—

ment of rates.

The utility will therefore be ordered to file plams snd

‘specifications with the Commiaszon; covering suck improvements of
the systen ss are necessary in order that adequate service may be
. remdered. The uwtility will al30 be xéqtzﬁed"'to Install meters
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free of charge to consumers, and to refund to comsumers such
charges as ney have been mede by the wtility for the instellaticn

of neters.

In order that the Linancial demaxnds upon the util_ity may be

minimized it will be provided that such refunds may be made a8
credits covering 8 portion 92 the bills Lor wa.ter conmod.

The evid.ence does not indica.te that defendsnt bas ever in-
stalled meters free of charge to cons'amers on the cz.uttor and
Long Tract, and it is apparentft}za.t all these consumers havo.z-,o-/
coived similar treatment in regard to the :I.nstaﬁla.t;an of meters.

In order to comnect the "dead end" of the Xing Street pive
line with other mains in the system it wouwld de necessary to ine
3tall 600 Zeet of pipe line scross private property, and it does
not appear thet the results to be obteined theredy would Justify
the necessary expenditure at this time.

W. E. ¥oll end others having made compleint in the gbove en~-
titled procesding, a public he&ring having been held thereon, and
tho matter havihg been subnitted,

It Is Heredy Found as s Fact that &efendants herein have not

rendered afequate or sduafactozv gexrvico to corsumers on .South
Xing Street; thet a main of larger size and czpacity should be in-
sta.lledv fherain; and that the 'be;s't 1nterests oL tke 'pnblio Trequire
thet meters be instelled free of charge to the consumers.

. ind basing the order uwpon the foregoing Linding of :fa-ct and
upon the statements of fLact contad.ned in the rreceding opi:nion,
 ID IS EZRXBY ORDERED that &efendants herein be and they aTe
b.ere'bry directed to file with thie Commiszlon within thirty (30)
dsys of the date of this order, detailed plans and specifications




of such improvaments as are necessary to roexder adequate a@rvioo
to consumers, and upon the approval of such plans snd ‘a.pociﬁoa—
tions by the Commission to begin at ¢nce and proceed diligently
witk the work o:t‘ ingtalletion 'chereo:t, reporting progress to the
 Commission in writing at intervels of ten (10) days up:tii cone—
pletion. o |

IT IS FERZBY FURTEZR CEDZRZID that defendents hereln be zud
trey sre hereby directed to instell meters free of charge to conw

. BUmersSe

 I? IS ESREBY FURCEER ORDERRD that defendants heroin be and
they are hereby directed to refund to consumers axy ﬁmanta made
to defendants for the installation of meters, such refunds to be
made 88 credits on mo:.thly bills for water consumed, at the rate
of ten por cent. 0L the total mou:a.jé of euch mnﬁhly lls.

IT IS EEREBY FURTHZR ORDIRED thet in all other respects the
complaint herein be and it is héreby dimmissed.

X L
Dated at Sen Premcisco, Californis, this /7 :

day of

Pebroary, 1922.

Cg_ymisai oners.




