
1)001910:0. No. /A 1r¥3' • 

L. !iC'CILLE Sn;I.N'ME~Z : ) 
} 

vs. ) Case n'o. l694. 
) 

na>ERI.AL 'O'TI:CITIES CO~O~IOlf ) . 

ThomasA. ~keblle" for COmpl.a1Dauts" 
C1 ty' o'!· Monte:r~ ~~" l:1~ Chamber 
of Commerce and Monte%'q"Pa%k Chamber 
of Commerc~. ' 

Benjsm1n w. Shipman. far Rsmol'l8. Acres 
and Wilmar Chambe:- of" Commerce. 

BY ~ CO:nmISSIOJr. 

~3 is So .COmpJ.a1n't 8g81118t the reaso:a.a'bleness o~ the :s.te8 

charged b7 Imperial Utilities Corpor4t1~~ which operates 8 pub

lic utility water S7stElll in and. in the Vic1n1 ty of llo:c.tercy Park" 

!,os ~~J.es CO'tC1ty. 

!I!he C'ompls.1nt sJ.leges that the rate est8,bl.ished by this Com-

mission·in its Decision No. 89"'0. dated 'NIIJ,y 6. 1.921. h8.S been 

fo'tlnd. to be proJ:lj,b1tive and. 8 burden to the Con8WZlers inth&t. 

the mnimum eh8rge· SJld the m1D"iTD'\lln usage perini tted hs,ve crea:ted 

oxeesa1ve rentals tor ~e service %'oceivod. The' Comm18e1~18 

therefore ssked to in"1estigs.te the :ns.tter and grant' the. n~¢es-' 
, . ,. , 

l. 
.. .... "r~ 
";,,.,'j\..l ... 



sar:; %'el.1ef'. 

A. public hea:r1l:lg 1:0. thiS matter was held. a.t Los .A:r1ge1.es,. 
'" 

before .:Exsm.1n6r W1lJ.1sms. 

,:erio%' to Aug1l8t 24,. 1920,. the rates 1n effec't on. thiS 8~

tam were as follows: 

For so%"V1c:o tbro'Cgb. a. siS inoh meter,. 
a. m1nj;mnm ra.te 0-: $)..50 :tor 1.750 
cubic feet or less per :nonth. 

From l'lSO to 3000 cubic ~eet,. $0.085 
per 100 cubic feet. 

,ever 3000 cubic ~eet,. $0.05 per 100 
cubic teet. " 

Good esa.ae ha:v1J:lg been shown,. t~:eCo:rm1ss1on.,. ~ Decision 

No. 7985. grsnted defendant herein tl. tec.porar.r onugcoy surcharge' 

of twenty-five POX' o.ent. to applY upon 80ll bills :rendered subse

quent to A:tlg\2.st 24., 1.920. 

The ra.tes now in ef:teet were fixed by the Comm:1Ssion by J)e

eis10n :No. 8940,. de.te4. rs:; 6. 1921. 1n AppUea.ticn. Xo. 6033. an-

ti tled: "In the Uatter ~ the Appl1ea.t1an o~ R. N. S1egp:1ed AS 
. 

reeei vel:' o~ Imperial 'O't111t 188 Coroors.ti on :for authority to in-

C%'e.e.se rates." '~ese :ra.tee are ~s follows: 

--:-"' MON'TRLY ~~ ~~ 

5/.8 1neh meter 
~/4 '" " 

.. • • • • • • * • .. • • • • • • • 
• • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • 

1 '!' " · . . . .. . . . . . . " . . .. . . 
It " '" • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • 
2 " " · . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 
3 " " · . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .. . 

From o to 500 cubic teet,. per 100 cubic :teet, .. 
" 500" 'to l.000. " " " '" '" " ,. • 
'!lOOO to 5000 " " " " " " • - . - • 

OVer 5000 " " " " " " . , . ,. . . ~ . • 

$1.25 
1..50 
2;.00 
2.'75,,· 
3.50' 
5.00 

$0.25 
.0.20 
0.15 
O.lO' 



per oent. of whom are rccte:r:ed. the rems1nde:r be1Dg served at 

:flat re:tes ba.eed upon eo chArge ot $l.SO per month for a. hOUfSe of 

,fivo rooms or less with toilot and beth. 

The :prinoipal ob.1ecticn on the part of eompla1ntalts" to the 

preeent ratoe i8 becau8e of tho fs.ot that tho mont~ m1n1mam; 

oh&rge ot $1.25 allows the use. of onJJr SOO cubic .feet of water. 

whereas tho fomer rate ar $1.50 :permitted the useo! 1 '7SO cubic 

teet. the rOS'CL1 t be1I1g. .e.oeord1xlg to com:pltl1.nsc. te. thtJ. t the1%' 

bills for ws.ter cOZl8'Cmed. have increased. to BZl. u:cree.sonable ex-

tent. 

~e eVide:c.ee shoVis that tho majority o~ those who ,testified 

ownod or reSided. upon trc.ets of lend va:ry1l:lg fX'om one haJ.t' to 

three. a.cres 1n Sorea.. upon which c1t%'U8 or deciduous. .!ru1 t trees 

or vegetables are E;rawn. This cl.ass o=! users 'ClldoubtedJ.:1 re

quires more water ~is used. for ordi:c.a.:ry domestic and J.a.wn 

service. 

!i!a.be.l.at1ona o! wa.ter use introduced At the hear1llg. indicated --
t~t 32 :per cent. of eJ.l eonstu:lers us,ed less than 500 cubic foet 

per ::tOnth d't%l"1J:lg the year endiIlg July 1. 19~9. For tl:.e :;ea:r end.-

1l:Ig J'0J:3 1. 1920. this perce.c. tsge was 40. snd. for the calendar 

yesr 1921 wa.s 36 per cent. It i8 e'VidC!%lt. :!rom the large portion. 

~ cOn8'Cmers who use less than 500 cubic ~eet per month. th&t tJ1J:y 

increase 1n the monthly m1n1 lT!'Ql1l eherge wo't2ld res'C.lt in plllo1:og . 

en 'CZ.ll:!s.1r burden upon s. lArge xmmbor o=! eonstlmors o~ sma.ll ~

t1 t1 es ot water. ~,. eompoll1l:lg them to PS7 '!01: pa.:rt r:4 the water 
, 

USed by those, who irngate smAll orchards oX' lsrge lawns or gar-

dens. 

Mr. M. R.MaeKsll.. one o:! tho CommiSsion's hydranlle engj._. 
.~. I i 

neers, presented s. report eovol"1Dg en investigation o'ttb.e sys-

tem. in. which the est1me.ted. or1g1nal eost, o:! the S7Stem.was given . 

z. ' 



ae ~G7,046. ~ report also sboved e~Gpree1at1on ~ty 

ealCtl.lated by t:be Sink1ng fend method, 0'£ $3,376. Re88~:c.s.blo 

me.1ntensnee and o:pera.t1llg expense was set out e.e $l9,061 per year • 

.A:c:mtJ.l ehs.rgee bsaed upon the foregoing :1. tems are sa :!~l:-

. lows:. 

. Return at S~ upon $16'1.046. • • • .$J.3,364 

. :Oopree1a.t10n Annn~ty. • .. .. .. .. .... 3.376 
M4.1n.tenanoG tmd. ol>orat1%lg expense .. :t9',061.. 

. Total... .. • • .. .. $3$ ,sol 

Rovenuos for tho year 1921 were $34,59~,'or $l,~09 less 

than tho foregoiDg a.nn.u.a:l ebsrges.. It appears, there~:re, th&t 

the utWty did not in. 1921 receive an 'C%l%es.sons.b1e rett:.m. 

Tost1mO:cy ind10ates that the serv1ce rendered b,. this. util

it,. in tb.e past hs.s tl.t times been ~equa.te.. ~&se eo:ad1 ~o:c.s 

have, however .. boen so greatl7.1mproved that there is now very 

1.1 ttlo oaUSe ~or oomple1nt. 

Co%:ll'ls1.%l:~ was 8.180 made th&t at times the water delivered 

eonts1ned oil. end . was ttn.:a t ~or uso. .Thi$ eond1 t10n e'V1dent~ 

reSUlted !rom leUage !:rol:l a ptmlp into t,he well. As thiS ptmlP 

has 'been replaced it is 1mprobabl e ths.t thiS eond.1 t10n will oon- . , , 

t1nue;. 

The e'Videnoe presented. shows that. cuts,in of the distribu

t1 on main a, are 1:0. So ~ee..k:1 cond1. ti on and. th8.t 'there is some ~OS8 

of _tel" 8.$ a. result. !I!".o.e utility should. therofor,o. ~o all. , 

noeessar.y reps.1rs to its pipe lines ~~ theres!ter m~~ th~ 

in good order snd condi t1on. 

OR D ~·R -- - - ...... '~ 

COmplaint l:te.vitlg bec.c. m.e.de ag8.1mt the rates· charged bY' 

Imperial ,Utilities ,Corporation as entitled. above, s. .publie ,hear

ing hs:v1ng been held thereon snd tho ma.tter ~ViDg been subm1 tted, 

4. 



It Is B:erebl Fo'Olld as. 8.Fa.et th&t the r&tee noVi ch8.rged ",. 

Im:Per18,l 'Ut1J.1 ties Co:cpore.t1on :tor water del.1vered to ¢'Oll8'ClJler8 

in .Monter~ Pa:rk and v.tcimt:1 •. L¢B .Allgeles .CO"Cm.'t7. are not =
re.e.so:c.a.bl e or exorb1 tant • 

.And baSing the order upon the forego1l'lg finding of :ra.ct 
a.nd upon the st8.teme:c.tg of !aet eonts.1ned. in the Fee~ opin-

10ll,. 

IT IS BERZ3Y ORDERED t:aa.t the canpl.s1nt here~ be and the 

same is hereby dismissed.. 

:Dated a.t ,Ss:c. ,Frmle1&eo,. C4l~oX'x:.ie.,. tb.1s ....:;,...~~z_-tf; __ _ 
of ~d' ,. 1.922. 


