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, , Decision No. 14 S q[ • 

In theM9.tterof ,the . Application o~ , ) 
:1. M. :?ETERSON. ,. owner of' the Mo'Cll t:lin ) 

rf'l f"Ff'K 8 lrrJ ~'~' ri .~, i,: ' 
! I :. '- II I ' '~! f'\' 
II j i I: I : I! i! '/n.l j ,.~ U'It-" . \.J. 

''''='.l i,.! U ~ ~ !J LJ I.,! i. ',,:::. 

A.venue Water Comp~. of Fetters ) Appli<:a.t1on,]To., 7630. 
Spri:cgs., Sonoma. ,County. CsJ.~:f'o:rn1a. ) 
for permiSsion to fix water, rates. ) 

.. 
'\ . 

,N. M. Peterson, for ap'plic~t. 
'-

BY TEE COMMISSION. . . 
:) . 

o 1" I,N' ION - - - ~ ...... _.--
N. M. Peterson, a:Pl:lliesnt in the above entitled matter, owns 

s.n.d operates a :publlc utili tr, water szrstem p mown as the Uoun"~s.1n 
,I 

Avenue'Ws.terComp~, Which supplies water ~o:r domest1e~urpose& . , 

to eo:rts.in inhs."o1 tsnts living 1n.Agua CalientePsrk Subd1V1zi()n, 
, .', 

So trsct of land adjo1ni:og. tho town of ]lett,ers S:pr1~$, Sonoma . . . ' 

County. The, sPl'licstion in. this, proeeed.1ng slleges that no, rates 
I 

. ". . -

for water serviee f'Qr.llishodby this system have ever'b~en,f1xed 
, ' 

'by the :Ra.ilroadCo:am1ss.1on and. asks that thofolloW1:og sChedule' 
ofrs:tes beauthor1zed~ 

, (a) Six dolln.r3a:o.nus.l~, . to 'be pS.1~ in.', s.d.vallee;.. 

(b) In addition to the stlllusl c'h8.rg6·~, the :psrmont for 
each month duri:lg whioh ws.ter ::t3 used,s,s follows: 

FL.AT' RATES 

1. Storosand offices ............ .. 
2. Rouses of four rooms' or loss.. , .. 

(a.) Addit10llSl for each room. 
S. HotelS: 

( i) 'D1Di:cg rooms.. .. • .. .. .. .. 
(b) ~:sed.rc>oIll$-. per room .. 

1 .. 

.. .. .. .. .. ~pO.50 

. • .. •. .. 50 
• • • •• . .10" 

.. .. .. .. .. .. :2~OO; 
, .10, 



.. 
4. Reets:c.rs.n.ts • • • .. • .. • • • • • • • • • e$1.00 s. Barber Sho~s~ per ehS1r • • • • • • • •• .50, 
6. Horses ·sndeowe. each • • • • • • • • ... .10 
7.. Atcdliary uses.: 

(80), ~ vsteto11ets .. • • • .. .. •• .10 
("0,) Private bath tubs • • • • • • • •• .10 
(c) ,J?u"oJ.ic toilet3-. • • • • .. • • • •• .50 
Cd,). Public ba.the tubs.. • • • • • • • •• .50 
( e ) Soda f'oun tsinS snd ice cream 

psrlor:;:f. .' • .,.. • • • • .. • • • 
(f) Irr1ga.ti on of lawns a.nd. gardens p.er 

100 squsre feet d'1:.r~%Jg irrigation 

50¢: for 250 cubic :teet or less. ' 
20¥ for es.eh 100 cubic feet or frsct,1on there-

, " o,ffor the, %lext 1750 eub1:e.feet. 
,1S¢' for e$ch. 100 cubic feet or 'fraction there-

of in excess of 2000 cubic feet. ' 

.so 

.02 

A ~ublicheari:o.g was heid in' th1s, , matter before ,Examiner 

Satterwhite st:E'etters Sl'ri:cgs. All1nterested ;parties were no-

tified and ,given s.n opport'1m.ity to 'be present 8nd be heard. 
. ' 

Thie we-ter pJ.ant was 1nst$lled in 1913 by one Diebol t :lnd. haS: 
, 

been operated. only intermittently $;O.d 'by variO'1:lZ. owners· 'tt}) to 

March. 1921. at 'Which time the, applicant, herein s.cqa.iredthe prop-

erty. Since this time tho system ,has "o'ean repsired ~d improved. 
. . 

3nd pls.eed in operating condition'. TJ::.e wa. tel' is. suppl1. ed..' from a 

6" inoh drilled wall by s. ~~ oj;)orated. by a 2 horse-~ower. eleotrio 

motor. Water is storad in a 5000 gallon redwoo~ sts.ve tank' ,from 
, 

which it;:ts d.istributed "oZ" srs:t"itZ"t~o'tlgh a:pprQx1ma.teli--2900, :teet. 

of ~1pe. Z inohes or less. in d.ismeter • . 
~e rstes charged s.t present bZ'" the applicant are $l.OO:per 

month for six months' d.uring the winter ~d. ~~.50. to $2.00 :per 
, '".. ' 

month for semee rendered. durillg'the other six months of the, year. 

All charges e.reatfls.t ra.tes. 
..' 'i " 

~e eommnn1ty sorved is a. summer resort. On,Ms:rehl'~ '':l92Z, 
. . 

there wore sixj;)e:rmsnent resid.ents who used. wa.ter '!.w the entire' , . .'. 

2'. ..,.. 
, ", ' - ~ ')'-/ 

J .... ..::~ 



ter ~or oDlya few months dur~ the ~er season. 

A reJi0rt VIas subIlli tted 'by !wTr,oo l!. R. Ms.cxs,ll.. o:c:e of 'the 

Commission T 3 hy-d.%'$Q,lie engineers ~ which shows .s.tt s.:Ppra1s.oment of 

this plant ~ based. upon: the estimated or1g1ll:'J.leo6.t, .amount1J:lg to 

$l~323. sn s:tmus.lr'eplaeement :ftuld' of $33.' eoml'uted. 'by the 6%, 

S1:rlld.Ilg tUna method. reeommel1d.i~ as reasonable, an allowance 

for a:olltts:J.ms.1ntenanee and. oper~t10n expenses. of~$l90., No 8.1'-

:pre.1set:lento! tlle ws.ter ut1J.1ty :property of :this eystEJm. was sub-, 

:mitteCt by the ap:pliesnt •. 

A eons1d.ere.tiol1 of theeVidenee leads to the eoncl:c.sion 

that these cst1.l'lJates Sore ~a.ir and. thoy will be 'USed for ~he :pttr- . 

:poses of this~roeoed.ingoo 

eJ:wrges outlined' tl.bo"fe: ' 

.' ' 

Return on $1.325-, at s% • oo. .. .. .. • • • • .. .. • • $106 
Repls.eement F'lmd. • .,'.. • .. .. • .. • • • • • oooo .... ZS 
::tA1:c.teno.nc:e, snd. O:pers.t1on Expens'es • .. .. • .. • .. .190; 

~otal .' .. .. • .. • .. • $$29'" 
The reV~UGS receivable for the year end.~W~ch 31~ 

1922 p were $8&. 
The eol'.:llIl'CIl.1ty served .is at present vory:' sJlsrseJ.y settled. 

e.nd. is .still'in a d.evelopment stage. A fttlJ.. retctrn s.s 1nd.1ea.t~d 

. above wo·'QJ.d. burd.en. the conS'ClO.ers With s. :proh1b1t~ rate. 'This 

:lW.tter is. f1:.rth&r complie$.t.ad. by tho fsc:t the.t, the maj'o:r1ty of". 

the s-:p;pliesntTs consumers use water for only' a very short :pe:~od 
... 

d.U!'1:og the yes.r~ w".o.ich roqu1res the continuous ma.1ntenanee ofa 

systemespe.b1e of supplying the maximwn n'tllnbor of cons'Cm.ers· $.t ' 
, 'I' 

ell times. In order that the ~ew permsnent· water usersrequ1r1ng 

serv:tce throughout the. year msy nothsve to psy-. rates 1n·exeess· .', 

of the, vsJ..ue of the aernc:e which they reeeive. it S-ppo8.rs :es.1::: 

ths.t those co~umers requiring ae%-viee onlY' d:ur1:cg s.few months 

of escb. year shoUld i;e:y.e. :rate which o~brs.ces . this resdiness-to:.. 

serve eh:l.rge eover~ the time when wator is notdel.iveroa~ 3.l.-, 

3. 
, 



," ' 

" 

though the utility stands ready to render serv1ce s.t·:IllY . time it 

is desirod. 

Taking into ¢ons1der~tion the ¢ond~t1ons eXisting. in the 

colDl:!'C.ll1 ty . sen'ed, s.s reves.J.ed 1ll test1mo~. sndth~ tact that. this 

te:rr1tory is now in the early stsgos of development, the' r~te ". : ,. 

schedule establ1shed'in the fol~ow1ng order 13 b~eed ttpon'the tail' 

aJld. reasonable vc.:Lue ot the serviee rend.ered. to the community s.:c.d 

,is des1gne~ to distribute the, burd.en of ~nta1niDg ,the system in 

so :f's.r s.s pOSSible so that' each cOXlSume%' will b.e~his equi,ts.blc 

proportion o~the necesS'Sl'y" expenee. 

N. li:. ?etorson haV1ng mad.e s:pplieat1on to the Railrosd Com'- .' 
, I .... , 

mission as entitled. s.cave, s. :publicheariXlg havfng' been held and 

the m.s.tter having been su.bmi tted., 

It Is Hereby Found :ss sF~et th4t the rates now ~s:rged by 

N. I~. Poterson for wa.ter sUJ?l'lied. to his cOllS"C.Illers are "unjust snd. 

'Cllro$.sonable in so fsr as ther differ from the rates herein ,estab-· 

11shed.. @d, that the rate:3 heroin esta.'b11shed for vla.ter service 

are just and reasonsble rates !o~ sueh service. 

And'bs.Si:og its order u~on tho forego1rJ.g findings of fact snd 
on the further st~tements of fact C o'nts.1nod. 'in the opin1on :p:rec~d.-

'" 
1ng thi S ord.er.· 

IT IS:E:EECE:5Y OPJ)ZRED that N. M. Peterson be snd he' is, hereby. . . 

" 

authorized snd directed to file with the Rsilroa.d. .Commission with.;. 

in twenty (20) da.ys from the date of this order. the folloVl1:ng 

rates for w~ter d.elivered to his eo~ers in ~ Caliente ?ark ,. . 
,.' . ~~." . 

SubdiVision and. yicin1 ty, ss.1 d rstes' to. become ej!'f'eeti va' for" ell 

serv1eerendered ~er J't:ne 1st. 1922,: 

. . . . . . • • $6.00 



In sddi t10n to the above enllusl e:ba.rge. the follow:tDg 
rates will be charged. for each month d:ar1:og which 
water 1.s .used.: . . 

1. Res1d~ees four rooms or less. '. . . . . . $0.50 
2. For·each s.dd.1t1ons.l· room • • • • • • z. Sto,ros, .... • • • • • • • • • • • • ... • • • 
4. Privete l"atent toilets, each. • • • • • • 
5-. hivate bath tub·s. each. • • • • • • • • • • • 
6. For each horse or cow. • • • • • • • • • • • • 

For the irrigation of lawns or gardens, for 
each 100 square. ~eet • • • • • • • • • • 

.Al.l other use at meter.rates. 

.• 10 
.50 
.10 . 
• 10 
.10 

.10 . 

Annual" Charge, payable in adv~ee ••••• ' ••.•• $&.00 

In. s.dd1t1on to the above snnueJ. cbargo., the fo-l1ow-
1.ng rates will be chsJ:ged. fo%', each·, month d:'Orl.!lg 
which water is used.: 

For the first 250 eubic.feet or less ••••• "$0.50 
For the next 1750' cub1e:f'eet, pel' 100 au.ft.. .20, 
For all use over 2000 cubic feet, POl' 100'" 

cubic feet .. • ~ • • • • • • • • • ••..• •• .15-
Meters may be 1.nst$.lled on e:tJY. s:c.d. sU. sorvi cas 

~t the option. of the utility or s.t the :re-
qu.est of fJZJ.Y COllS"CJ:ler. 

IT IS BOERl':!By ~. O?DERED that N. M. Peterson' be snd. he 

is heroby directed. to file with the Railroad. Commission With1n 

thirty (30) ds.y~ from the da.te ·o:e this order a. eoml'lete s.ehedule 
.. ",', ..... . 

. of ruJ.es Slld. regulations governing the distribution s:c.d sale'o'! . . . 
" 

water to his eOllS'tZmers. said soh.ed.ule to be effee·t1ve on the ds:y • 
. ," . . 

of:tts acceptance by the Commission. 

.. . '.' ";-,,---" ...... ~ :.> 
• , .... ~'\ ,_ ,r "_, 

22447~~?lf:~ 
. ".,,. '~"~':-" .:;;~' 


