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In tile ma~tcr. of th,o al'p11catio:c. . )' 
of T.lle ?oo:t:le o! tb.o Stato of ' ) 
Ce.litorx:.iaon ~c13tion of the ) 
:De;pe.rtr:lo:::::t o1"?llbl:1c~·iorks, for ) Apl'11ca ti(,,'1ll No. 7034. 
an order a.ct:b.o:r:iz,ing the constrL:lct:ton ) 
ota:.· ovorhoad..Ste.tchighway crossing. ) 
ovor'th'o tracks' o~ the Northwestern ) 
?.:.e1:f':te·ESilroac1. CO::l'SXlY, a. e0rJ.'ora- .) 
tion~: near Ly-tton, Sonom!!. Cot:lnt7~ ) 
Cel:t:!ornia., . ) 

,f",.' 

c.c. Carleton, for tho ~~plicant. 

A.W. ?~l:er~for ~orthwe~tor.n ~ac1fie 
.EAilroadComp~y. 

o 1.> I l~ I 0, N -- .... ..-~--

I:. this application the :Peo:s>le 01: the Sttlote of Csl~:tor:c.is. 

on relation of the J)o~artmont of ?Q"olic ';[or1:s, hereina.ftor roferred 

to. a.s E:ighvm"y Co:mrn.is si 0:0., ask for an order aotAor:t%1ng the' con-

s·traction 0:£ an ovorhead crosz !llg, according, to :plene. filed. .with 
,~. , 

the aJn:llice.tioll and. :::.arked """b.hibit Art,. over the tro.c~s o'i ,iZo·rth- ~ 

western ?a.ci'ii'c. :Ra.ilroad. CO;l'any, her;i:c.aftor referred "'0,-. as ra11-
'road, and :il':9ortioning thecost.t1::.oreof. 7"AO :point of crossing .' 

is 10c~te,ci. aooClt 25-75 feot socther1Y' :from. Lyt'ton S:ta.tion in.SonoI:D. 

Coonty betwccnHe&ld.sboX'S' a.nd. Cloverd.a.lo .. .. " ' .. 
.. . 

' . .A l'ublic hea.r-lng Wc.s held before Commissionor Mart,in 

The COl:nty of Sonoma, s.l-~. 
. ~ 

thO~gh ~ot1fioci:"of ~o ilea-ring, WQ.S.' not rOl:ll"osonted.. . 

1. ..,. rJ'I'] 
f 4 ... )i,_~'( 



At the hearing it developed that therewS3 no opposition on 

.the part 0'£ the ra.ilroa.d to the constract1on o~ the erossi%1g b~t 

the railroa.d did obje~t to being &sa&eeed 8.'1J.Y pnrt o:! the cost. 

~h& . pre>sent main traveled eocnt:y road. between ~e,9.ldsbDrg 

and. Cioverdale rona on the east ot the railroa.d. 'north of E:e8.1dsbor,~ . . 
crossing. to· the west s1d.e. at s. grade crossing, here1ns.:f'te.r %'e~ened 

to as present cross1ng, located aboat 1526 :!eet northerly- along the 

railroad !rom Lytton S·tation and then extends to, Cloverdale on the 
, " ... ' . 

~ . 
westerly s1d.e o~th& rc.1lroad. !:ehe State h1ghws,:r is. be1ng: eonstraete4 

$.long t:b1s roate except from 'the' proposed overhead:eioss.i~ t,o a po1nt 

immediately west of. the present cro9s~, where. it 16 located on the. 
. , 

weaterly aide of the railroad;-the oPPosite Bide a8 compared with 

the roate of the Fe~ent rOSod. ~oe"'11dence1n~cat.es that the. CODnt7 . 
'". ;. ~ 

'road at t~e present eross1x1g h&s been ased smOG 1800. and tllBlt ·:tJ:2.e 

railroad was ba11t across 1 t a.boot· 1872., 

!I!he r&00r4 shows that this State highway is one of the ma1n 
, .. . 

, ' j' 
arteries.o~ the State highwey By-stem.; ths.t it is be1ng pa.ved with 

, ' . 

concrete 18 feet 1n width; that it is at :present &. heavily tra'V'e~ed 
'. . 

road and that the ·travel 'fJl8.Y'reasontl.bl~ be expected to.1ncrease 

beca.cee of tho pavement and 'bececse of the d.1Tera10n from 8l"8.veled,. 

roads. The, inorease 1n registration of a.ctomobilea1B s.lsoreasoll-
, 

ablY' certa1n t.o 1ncreaee the travel on the highway~ 

~;P11cent stated that 9~ of tho :traff1c woald be. diverted 

to the proposed cros·sine from the present eross1ng and this was 

in general conceded b~ the ra.ilroad. 

~here was f~led as -'l>p11eant' 8 Exhibit s:~ ~ pa:rtl~ execated. 

agreement dated ::oec~ber ll .. 1919; between the :re.ilroo.d~ applicant . . 
and the.Comt:r 01: Sonoma,' in which. the :!1r3t lUlIIlo4. gra.nted the State 

the right t.o constroet and maintain 8Jl overhead oroe81l:1g~ at the 
, . 

lOCD.tion prop.osod thore.1n, ande~ oertain cona.1:t10n8 among' which1s' 

. the followilig: 
,'" . 

"That "as,~oon as said ovorhea.d. crossing ~s been completed 

''V ~. ~ 
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, . . . , 
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o.nd. reo.dy for, oso. third l'art~ by propor rosol"tion of its Board. 

of Sc:"orv1sors vlill ~bsnd.o~ end. close the present county roa.d 

\1here it' 'c::;oszes tAO riellt of we:;;' of first party -9.:Pl'roximo.tely 

]'oortoon E:ondred Sixty (1~60) foot 1=ed.:i.a toly ::-ort:o. of firs,t . , 

:party's present Lytton Station ocilding, tAG said crossing to '00 ,. , 

abandoned being sl7..oVln enclosod within tho red. ,lines on 'ol"e l,rin t: 

:ls.:phereto attache'ci.. IT 

" 

This ~ereemcnt wc.z oxecutodby the :aoc.ra. of S::::?9rvisors of 

Sonoma. Co::mty 'bet not by tho other 'partios., end., as ~uch. indicates 

willingness 0:1 'the; :9$ort of tho cocnty to clozo,:tho 1'":::o$ont crosz~ 
. " , 

,ing. ~he railroad.' stated.. tho stat,i"n at Lytton could. jlist ll.S 

well' be' e.bond.o::.ed as :far as railroad, traffiC is cO!lcerr.ea •. 

The cost'o:! the concrete stroct"re designed. to co.rry 

tho, hi;A\'UlY' ovor the re.ilro:l.d.,. a.s ShOVIll on Exhib1 t "A, i:: osti:no.tod 

e:t {;17,,000. 

At the :presont crOSSing the view is compCl.ra.ti",olyo:c.-

obstractod onless cars stand on tile sid.e '~rllcks" o.nd. tAo railrOa.Cl. 

te..~:;: the :position :that i t sho~ Id not be rcqoired. to 'Pay c.ny ~oc.rt 

ot the cost as~ c.l thocgh genera.lly des :i.rable to eliIili~ teg::-c.de 

'cros~ing$9 it wOL:l~"ce of no tl.d.va.nto.go to it in this case. 
-' 

It wa.s, 'oroo'g)lt:oot tho..t ooca.:.1 se of the topography,. SOPa.I":L:tioJ! 

o! railroa.d. c.nd.lliehvlo.~ grades we-scileD-per at the proposed. crosci:lg 
" (where the 'railroad i3 in 0. c:;t) the.n c.t tho ;9rez.ent c,ro,szixiwi thoot 

~ 

conaiderction o:t c.cqoiOi tion' by the St~te of right of wc.y,. l'rob~bly 
, 

!lot neeossc.ry at thoprcscnt crossing). If3i~ilar procoedings hsd 
, . 

"cOGn oroaeht involving 0. se::?c.r~ti~n of gred.o's c:t tho J,jrosont oroz~ing,;. 

the ,Co:m::'ssioI:. wocld have 9 e..l:no st wi thoct dot.'lbt, assossed one-J:::a.~' 
, . . . ~ 

oftb.e co:zt to,t~e po'"olio a.nd one-1ul.~ to the rc.ilroaCl. a.!ld this 

a:loant, it is ,s.d.!::litted. by the 'railroad, VloClld OOVO b0eng~oatorthan 

ono:"ilc.l:f tho ,cost of tho proposed crossing. 

apparently will:ine~~o b,tlve the !'rez0nt ero s'sing closed. t~e :P:z:'e.zont 

z. 

';',' 



case.r:w.y be pro:pcrly 'termcdsr::l.de ::;e;paration ra.tller t:b.s.n the: es;tabl~sh~ , 

:nent of a. now crossing az it is regard.ed b~;: tho ~c.ilroc.d.. c.nd. tho~ 
, ... 

considered.. the railroad sa.ins the s.d.va.nt:::.S~ of grad.e cro3s.ing ~limina­

'tion ~d sAould boar ~ert of tho coot t:b.orcof. Althoogh tho ~ro~osed 

crossine is ~Omo disto.nce:trom ~~ao prosent c'roscine.1:t· is there,,,coC4eec, 

grade separa.tion is thos made 1.0S3 expensive (~d for cOl"tc.in l'rooa.bly 

less controlling fectores. such a3 t:b.oeliemnent oit~o Sta.to h£g.hway), 
e.:c.d 1n thi's light tAe' clis~~ance froe tho presont cro ssine i:;r not im-' 

portent. . ,,' 

At tAe close of tAo Aoerine applica.nt' and the reilroed wore, 

allowed. thirty-(SO) days inw:b.ich to come to some agreemo;o.t. if 

possibl<>. as to, thedivis.ion of coot. Both y;urt:i.os. ila.vo, notific(L 

tho Co:::Jm1ssion, that :"s'u cil a.sreemo::lt has not boon possible. 

'D'nd.cr these circu::nsta.nc0s, I ec.nnot oscc.po cons1derc.tion of' 

this matter. provided tile prasont croasing· be, closed., as grado crossing 

eli:'l1n.ationand a:po:o. thiS. be.siz 'believe tb.ct t:b.e, :r'&:tlros.d. shoold'..beo.::o 

one-hal:f' of -:;no cost ot the ;pro:posed. crossing. 

/.:;.. the County, of Sonoma. is not ~ :party to this :croceoding • it 

slloo,lCL, not' be'd.irectly aesossed. with ~ :9nrt of, tho ,co;.:;t. 'J~;Plice.nt' 

has sta.ted that tile county has c.greod :to boar ollo-foClrth of the cost 

'and it a~pec.rsl"eo.zo::lD.ble ana. ;b)l"ol'or to loo.ve \'11 th tho a.p:91ic~t, the 

respollsibili ty fo.r tAis 3ta"~ement, i:c.clodine tho metter of collection 

of one-foClrth of 'tilo oost. ·~ilo· ord0r thore1"ore will not r.un against 

the Coonty of Sonoma. 

~c,folloVline ord.er 1'3 reco~ended: .. 

OR:D~R ---- ..... 

~.l:e ~oople of tho Ste-to ofCeli:'ornic on :-elation of the :Do:oat-

:lent of ~cbl.ic Works,: ilaVJ.D.e c,Pl'liedi'or'an orde::: cuzhorizir..g tho 

constr(~ction of :l State ltigb.Vle.y cr~s'sills over the tre.c~s' of North-

western ?acif:i.cRailr,oad. Co:r,S)any, a cOr);loration~ near I.y'tton, Sonom.:l 

Coonty, as sh.own on E:r.hibi t .6. atta.ched. to said. applico:t10n, and 

4. 



'. 

, , 
matter be1llg ander sabmiss10n a.nd res.d.~ :for dee1a1on~, 

IT ",IS ~ OB:DERED, that the People of the State of C8.11f-
" ,,'. ", _,'" • • 1_, 

ornie. on rela.tion ,of the J>epartme:a.t of :Poblic' Works be and ,rae hereby 

a.athorized to COllstraet a :Sta.te highwa.~ over the track of' the,' North-

wes.temPs.e1t'1e :Railroad Company near L,.-tton~ Sonoma., Coonty, Oali=!-' . . ,.' . ... 
Ol"n1e.~ at or nea%', the po1nt shown, and'in the'mannc; show.e., on~, 

. . ~ , ",'" 

hibit 'fIA." attaehedto the application herein, subject to· the follow1ng 
,. j ... 

conditions: 

el} ,~t certa.~ grade cross1ne mentioned and described in the 

:foregoing op1n1on ,as the present cross~ shall be effectively closed· , 
to pablicasc and tre.vel. 

. . . 

- '" of the, 1nstalla~1on of ea1d crossing notifY th1a,Commission o~ that 
, !. " 

, (3) !I!he &atAor1za.t1on herein granted :for the 1nstell8.t1o;a. o=!, 
~ ~. t 

sa.1d crossing shall lapse and become' vo~d,' oXl.&,-ear !:rom the date o=! 
this order anloss farthor time is granted by sa'bseqaent order. 

. '. . , ." 

IT IS :EEREBY FO'RTBER OR:DEREl>". that applicant and ~orthwestern 
, .' 

.. , 

co:o.stract 1n8: said. overhead crossing. . , 

~ ~oreg01ngop1n10n and order are hereby approved and 

ordered filed as the o:p1n1on snd order of the hilroad. Commission 0-:' 
the Sts. to o:t California.· . 

:Da.ted., at : San Francisco" ~ei11'0r.c.1a; th1S/,.L''ka=r 0-: :Me:~~1922!' 
#, .' 

'..,. " ,.' ~ 

'f '--.,I'" -" " , "" ~ .. 

aa4,"~; '/ ,._. 
" ....... , .. ,' ...... ,> • 
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