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o In the matter. of the application
of. Qne Peooxle of e State of '
Celifornia on relation of thre -
Department of Public¢ Works, fox
an order autxz or_iz.:.nU the. ¢construction
of ox ovorhead‘ tate‘highway crossing .
ovcr %ho tracks of the Northwestiern
2a¢ifie-Railrosd Company, & COrpora=
«ion near Lytton, Sonomu County,
Culiforn¢a. . ‘

Lpplication No. 7634
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C.C. Carloton, for the Lpplicanta &

ReWa Polmer,for Nortawestorn ?ac¢£;c \
: z?a;lroaa Compaye

| MARTIN, Compicsionexr:
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In this apnlic tion the 1”em:f.!.e of the S tate of Calafornaa
. oo relet ;on of tne Dobartment of °ubl;c Norks; nerc;naftor referred‘
to as ghw y Comm;syion aok for an order autnor;z;ng tne con-
atruction of an ovornead eros ins,accordias vO ‘plens filea w;ua |
tne apulication.and marked "Ixhibit AT, over the tracms ofnhorth-w
tern Eac;flc ?umlrood COmnany, nere;naftor ref erred to: au rail-"
‘road, and apporumoning the. coot thoreof. ”he po;nt of cro*cing
is ’ocated-abﬁdt 2575 feot Voutnerly from uytton Sted on_¢n.aonomq_’
Covnty between Ebaldsburg and Cloverdale. ; | . | . -

& nubl;c ncorxng Was held vefore Comm;ss;onor Mart;n

in San‘F*_ncioco on.March 30, 1922. Thc,QQunmy of qonoma.,al-h

taough notif;ed o; ﬂhe near;ns, woS not ropresonted. -
1.




At the hearing 1t doveloped that fhe:e was no o"ppoaition' on.
the part of the railroad to the constraction of the crossing but
the railroad 4id object to being masesced any part of the coét.

The :preaé:it main travelod county xosd between Eea.id.sbu::g' |
a.nd Clovard.ale rona on the east o tke rail:'oa.d. north of Eea.l&s’burg,
crossing to the west side st & grade eross ing, hereina.fter rafen:ed
to ga preaent, crossing, loce.ted a.bourt, 1526 foot norther,ly along‘the ‘
railroad from iytton Station and then extends to_Cloverdale onm the
westerly side 5:.’ the i‘ah:!.lroed.‘ 'I'he State hishwéy is being coziat:uetod |
along this roate except from 'the'prolbosed overhéad":-cfoésing to & point
:t.mtiediately weat‘ of. .the‘ jresen't crossing, where it is iocated. on the
wostexrly side of the ra.ilroa.d--the opposite side aa compared with
the route of ‘the :prosent roade. The evidence indica.‘cea that the COm‘cy
road &t the pz‘eaent crossing has been used since 1866 and that- the _ ‘
railrosd was built seress it aboot 1872 )

The record shows that this State highway is one of the masin
a.rteriea of the State highway system; that it 18 being paved with
conc:re'te i8 :teet in width; that it iz at present s heavily travelod
roed snd that the trevel may :ea.sombly_ be expected to increase
because of the pavement and beceuse of the diversion from graveled .
roads. The incresse in registration of automobiles ,ia.e.lao--_lréa.son-
ably cextain to increase the travel on the highwaye

Lpplicant steted that 99% of the rtre.:ﬁ}; would be diverted
to the proposed crossing from the pi:esent croséing and this was
in generel conceded by the ra.a.lroa.do |

There was f£iled as .&'pplicant’a Exhivit 5 & partly executed
| ag:reement d.a'te_d Docenber 11, 191?, between_the reilroed, am:licant‘
~ and the. cOun.ty of éonbma., in ihi.cﬁ the Tirst named. granted the =3‘!;:5!."'64: .
the right to conetruct and mainte.in an overhead erossing, at the |
Location proposed thorein, cmder cortain conaitiona among which ia

. the following. .

'fﬂha‘t a.s aoon as sa.id overhead crossing. bhas been complete& -




and :eady'forvasé‘. ird narty by vroper reuolut¢on oL 4its Board‘
of Supervisors lel abanaon and c¢close the present county road
whefé'it'cfossesgthe xight of wey of Tirst party approximotely
Fourfeén‘zundre& Sizty (1460) foet immediately orth of first
party 3 present Lytton Stauxon ouila;ng, the said €ross ing to be
ooanaoned being shovm enclosod w;thin thae red lines on blue p*;nt

map hereto attacnea._
Thig -recmonu wes oxecuted by the Boerd of Supervisors of
Sonoma'COunty bet 1ot by the other parties, end, as such, indicates

wi*lingnesu oA the vart o* the coumty to cloze tho n&esent cross~

inge The railroa&‘stated +he statian at Lytton could ja t as

woll be ubundo“ed a3 £ar as ra;lroaa traffkc is concerne&.
0 tae concretc ut*ucvure acsisnod uo ca*ry
_.tng1:;;lroad, a3 showa on Exhibdi T b, 13 eutima*ed
tho bresont cra,3¢ng the view is comparatively U=
obstructod unlesa cara stond on 4ae side tracks, end the Teilrosd
taies_the positibg*that 1% should not be require&'to vy cny_par
of tac cost as;'n nougha geherally desirable %0 eliminate-gréde
'cros ;ngu; it wou ld‘be of{n advantdge to it in this Ca3Ce
It wuo‘brbughﬁout that because of the tobogi&phy, separatior
02 railroed and‘ nigaway gradcs wes cneaper st the nronosed eross
(wﬁere the‘railro_a iz in a cut) then &t tho prosent crossinﬂwithout
congideraetion oi:aéquisitionfby'the St te of right of w,y, rrob“bly
not’necossFry‘ax fhblnreaént eroszing)e IZ sim;lwr procoeding° had
uoce" o*ougn involv;ng a oeuﬂr tion of or&do t tho nro ons cro--;ng;
the. Cozms ssiox wocld hove, almost without doubt aasesued one-half
of tae c0°t t0. tne puol¢c and one-nalf‘to the reilroad una tﬂiu
amqunt, it‘la.&&m$tu€dfby the ra;lroad,.woald nave oeenrs;eftor;than
one=hels thblcosﬁ-of'thb Proposed crossinge Since the cosnfj"is-

gpperently willirg to bave the »rosent crcss;ng clos ea tae nre°ant




-

caée.may ho propérl vermed grude. separation ra tacr thun uhe eat_b;ash-- Kﬂ
:men: of & now ctbssing_aé 1% 1s regarded ba<tho r ilrou& end tnus | .
v co§sidered, thd rai1road sdins the advantage of ~raue croszing climina-
4ion end 2n0uld boar part of the oo % £horcoL. nltnouvn tho proyose&
¢rossing is some disﬁancé‘from,the present croug nu, it is the*e bocause
grdde separation is thus mede loss oxpensive (_nd for cert in nroo«bly
\leos controllinglféatureé such as the:alignment'of too State h; hway)
exd in tais l;gnt tae -dictance from fhe pfeéont eross ing 13 not im-
noruunt. o :
At the clO°e of the hooring applicent aad the reilroad were
2llowed tnirty»(30) daye in whlich to come to some agrooment T
‘possible, as to_ the division of cost. Botk partioes Bave. notizied
tho Commiso;on_unat ‘anech agfeement nas not beoxn voacible. |
'Undcr these clrcumstances, I counot eﬁcano consideiation of“
42048 matter pr0V¢ueu the proesent crOﬂ"ing be. clouea au srado crosaing
c’imina “lon and opon this basis dvelieve thet the reilroed should bear
ono-half of tho cost 0f tre Proposed Crossinge
ﬂs *he Counxy of Sonoma i3 not a party to this crocee&ipg.'it
u&OUld “ot be directly ag o ged w;th g Part of,the,cos,.\ 'Appiicant'
gas sta,ed thet the county nas acgreed %o voar o:é-foqrth of the cost
end 1t 2ppeLrs reasonaﬂlé and propex to leave wifh the apovlicent ke
responsibility'fbr taiz stavement, jneluoding tho metter of collection
oL 6ne;fourth oL %he‘cost;‘mhc'order thoxrefore wiii not ruzn againaf_
the CountJ of Sonoma. ' | |

The follow;ng order iu recomzended: .
22

The Poople of tho Stete of Celiforais on relation of the Depert-
ment of Rublic Works,. neving epplied for en order suthorizirg the
- goustriction of o Staste alghviey eroasing over the trgcxsfpflmofth-

wostern Racific Reilroad Company, o cor@orgtion,'near Iytton, Sonoma

Codnfy,vds.ShOWﬁTOn Ezhidit & stteched %o sai&'appiicafion,'an&




dividing the- coat mhereof a ;publ.’x.c hogring. ba.ving been held tha

matier beling a:n‘.der su‘bmission and ready for aeciaion, ‘

IT IS IEREBY ORDERED, that the People of the Sta.te ot Ca.li:t’-
ornie on rela.*.ton 0F the Department of ZEablic Works be and are hore‘by
suthorized to corstruct a Sta.to highway over the tra.ck of - the North-
' weatern J?aciﬁc 'fiailroad COmpa.ny nesxy Im:ton, Sonoma, COanty, Galif-
o:tni&, at or near the point shown, and in the mamer shovm on Exn-
hibit mA" a:tta.chea. to the a.pplica.tion herein subject to the :f.'ollowing
conditions:

(1) Tha't corta.in grade eross ine mentioned and describe& in the
forego.’mg opini.on as tho present crossine shall be ef:zectively closod'
to - pa‘blic use ane. tra.vel. |

(2} ,A;pplica.nt shell within thirty (30) days after the comploticn .
of the inatalla.'bion of said crossing notify thia COmm.isa.z.on o:L' 'tha.t |
~ facts o |
(3} The authoriza.tion herein granted for the instellation of
ssid wo s.’me, aha.ll lapse and become’ void one year :ftr:om the date of )
this order anless further time Is granted by subeeqaent ordore

IT IS BEREBI FURTEER ORDERED, that applicant and Jorthwesteorn
Raciﬁc Railroad. Compa.ny 31:3.11 ea.ch bea.r one=half of the expense of
cons-tructing- saicl overhea& Crossinge

| | Tha foregoine opinion axd order are hero'by approved and
ordered ﬁled as the opinion and ord.er of the Railroad Comission oL
the State of cuxmm::. | ' )

E)a'te& a.t Sa.n ancﬂ.sco Ca.lifomia., 't;his /_z_%ay ot J&Ia.y,lgzzo




