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:Decision'· '!S.o,.,! I) tt z):. 

, " 
-000-

In the matter o~,the AP~11cst10n ) 
o'!· M1'nax-e.ts . & Western Railwa.y· ) 
C01llPtlllY, a corpors.tion. and. Sugar ) 
Pine L=bor Compsny. s corporation, } 
for an. order 8.ethoriz1ng c:ert~in ,} 
ra1lros..d~ose,~s1n· Fres.no. and } 
Made:r~,Coent1oa. ) 

A.p:pl1cst10n No. 7596. 

F., B. Cook~ for Al'p11cants • 

. . 
BY TEE COMMISSION: " 

OPINION 
--~ ...... --.-
" 

This 'is, an ap:pliee.:tion of Minarets & Western 
, " 

Railway·Cor:lpa.u:?". e. eorpo::s.t1on, for :pormission to con3'truct 

its. track aorOS$ certain peblie roeds in the Coent1es of 

:E':resno and Made-ra.. ,respectivel:?". &loci o'! Segar Pine Lomber 

Co~a.:::l.",· a .. corporat10n~ . for permission to constX'oct· 

its railrolld s.cross~ certain pabl1oroads in the'Coenty o·! 
, . . 

Madora. 

A pob110 heari:c.e in this .l':l:oceeding was hold 1%l. 

Freano on .A;Pril27. 1922 .. before E:mminer Sstterwh1te-. 'Al-

tho Csb,notified ~:f."., this hearing neither of the Co ani iO's. ~'-1n' 
which crossings' a.pplied ~or are loc::s.ted entered en a.ppea.r-

, II. . 

~plicant filed at the hoaring an smend.m.en~ to the 
'. .. ", . -VII . 

.application ms.kilig·certe.1ntlinor corre~t1ons to tho or1-

ginaJ. nppJ.1cs.tions.:o.d. requestine s.uthor1 tY' to cross. one ad-
. \ 

dit10nal road~wh1cil WQZ omitted. in tho 'original application.' 
~. . 

" ,. 

The crossinga applied for in this 8.;ppl1cat1on ns.ta:r~ . 

1. 



... 

ally, fall, 1ntoth%:e~ grocpe, namely. those 1ncident to the con-

struction of the,. M~:oa:rets and Western Ra1lws.:r Compe.n:y's track from 

Setch to ~llsite 1n Fresno Coonty; those incident to the conatraetion 

of the M1nsrets. & Western Railway Company's track froe. Friant 1n Fresno 

Coonty' 't;o . ?a rtyman , in Made,ra ~oanty; end the. cro.ssings . incident· to the: ' 

const~act1on o~ the, Sagar Pine Lcmbor.Company's track fr~Fartyman 

to':, Csmp Whiskers~ 

All of thecro asingsw~re applied. for at grade excepting one 

!.nFresnoCoanty. and two- in ltaders. County. oover which it is proposod 

to·..e.e:rry the traok on an overhead bridge. 
1 '.. • 

NoproteBt was made againat the, establishment of any of the 

crossings. ,The' Eng,ineerin,g Depart:lent of the COmmiSSion made certa.1n 
- - , 

recommendationa rega.rdi:oa the condi tiona onder which the application 

shoeld. be granted. _.wh1eh rec,o:cmendations were agreed. to' by appliC8U t. 

From the evidenco' sllbm1tted 1 t appears that, the. app11ea:t1on 

ahoold be granted for s.lJ. of the crossings. exee];)t the crOS3ing 

o~ Fresno Avena,e. in Sec.tion 2'7. T.12· S. ,R.20- :& •• X.:D.~. &:M.. the 

crossing of,the1,r1ant-Cr811e Valley Road. in Section 15-.. T.8 S •• R~ -. ' 

22 E.,. M.:O.B. &; M~. the crossing of the Friant-Crane Valley Road in 

Section ll~ T'.8 s ... R~ 22 E •• lIt.D.B. & :M.~ and the cro.Baing o'!the 
: .. - '. . .' .•... T 8, S •• · . 

l!rorth' F.ork-Crane. V8J.ley Road in Section 2/. R.22' E •• It.D~B. & M •• 
. " ;'. 

which .three latter, crossings the s.pplicantadvised it had :toand it 

cocld. e11m1nate by'means of line changes. The croasing ot· ~~ano Avenz:e 

in Fresno Coonty is. locs.ted only aboat 500· :teot easterly :trom tho. 

crossing oi Blackstone Avenue, s.nd it a:ppos.rs that 1 t,woa.la' bo en-
. . 

tirolyfeas1able to connoct tha.t portion of Fresno Avenae north of the 

railroad. with .:Bla,ckstone Avenoe and thos divert all o£ the tra.:t:t1c to 

Bl..a.ekstone' Avenoe. which boing an important ~horoogh:f'a.rc shoold·· bo 
,- . , -

protected by m6a.ns ot an actoc.a tic flagman. 

ORDER -----
. Minarets & Western Railwa.y Cocps.ny and S'cgar P~o Lamber Com-

pany havingapp11ed. for permission to constract their res:poetive 



. railroad. "tracks at grado aoross. oerte.in :poblic rOMS snd. highways in . . 
" " 

.theCotm.t1es ofl'reSlo and. uadera. State of, Cs.l1fOnus., a;pcblio . . . ' , 

.11 " • • ' 

hea:rine, hav.ixlg been hold" the .. Commission being appr1sedof the facts., 

the mat'ter being onder eobm1ssion snd ready for d.eeis1on~. 

I~ IS EEREB~ ORDERED. ~t ~er.m1ss1on be a~ it is hereby 
" . " , . .' 

granted. ~Nnarets& Weste~ Railway.Co~p~ to· constrcct its track; 
. . . 

sabjeettothe eond1 tionshere~ter specified .. ,.,s.t grado. aero as 

the 'following named :pob11croads. in the Coonty ot· :Fresn~.. State of 

Csl1:f'0rn1&: 

She:pherd Avcnoos.t a :point which besrs S.89° 19 T W.~ 
's. distnnce 0'£ 490':feet, more or less :tro~ the i.E. Co~r 
of .Seotion 25 T.12 S· •• R.20 E •• M.D.:8. Be M." at ene1neer's. 

, station "'Ytr: 7. plas' 87.9 ; ., 
Maple ':"'V~nae at 4. p01nt which. bolJ.%"s. North 000 41.'1 w., . 

a distance of 55 feot more or less :from the S.W. Corner . 
of Seotion 24'" ~.12 S. ,R.20 E." M.D.:8. &: M., at eng1neer'·8 
station "A" 55 1'103 25.4 ; . . . 

Millbrook Avenae at· 8. po1J:.t w::01eh beer.s It.OOo, 4S' W •. , 
a distance of 63 :feet more or 100s ~rom the S.w. corner of 
Section 23 ~.12 S., R. 20 E ... M.:D·.:B. & M • ., at: engineer's 
station "A". 107 ploe S&.S ;. . 

She~~ordAvenao at & point which be~s S~S90 1&'. W., 
a distsnce of 4SZ fect more or less from the·S.E. Cornor 
of Section 22. ~.12 S." R. 20 E." M.:O.:6. & M., at eneineer's 
station "Af'. ll2.plas 77.0 ; , 

First Avenoe· at a point which bears S. 54° 10' W." a 
distance of 3131 feet more or less fro~ tile'lI.E. ·(lorner 
of Section 27. T. 12 S •• R. 20 E. U.:D.B. & M. ~ . s.t ongineer's 
station "A" 140 ;plos Z5 ; and .' . 

Blackstone. Avenoe at a p·oint whiehbears X. 480 4' 
W., a distsnce o:! 6S3-:!eet more or lese from the S.Z. Comer 
of Section 28. ~.12 S." R. 20 E. ... M.D.J3. & M •• at engineer's: 
station~A" lS4plas 37.6 ; . 

IT IS· ~~~, FURTHER ORDERED, thst permission be. and it is 

horeb:?, grs.n.ted l!:tnarets & Western Rtl,ilway ,c.o~anY' to constroct its 

track .. sobjectto' the·' conditions here1l:lAfter specified" sbove, the ... 
fOllO~1ng named: pabl1e 'road intheCotlnty ofFresno •. St.Q.teo:£:~. Cal~~~ 

, . 
. Pria.n.t-Millert.on Road a.t ,& ;point whloeh benrs $,.450 

OS' .;:.',.8. distance of 358' feot more or less from thclr.W. 
Corner o~ 'Section S" T •. ll. s. ~ R. 21 Z." M.D.:B. &: L .. at' '.:' 
eng1neer'~.sts.tion.":L~ 5 p~a.8 29.0 ; 

~ 

I~ IS B'ER'?$Y]'OR~. ORDERED, that :pormisSion, be a.nd it ·is 

hereby granted' M1.ntJ.X:ots &'Western Ra11ws,y.Com;pD.nY tocollstrtlct ita. 
<,,' , 'I . . 

track,. sabjeet.to· tho conditions here1ns.:f"ter spee1fied.,s.t'g,:a.d.e. across. 

the :eo.ll ow ing named' pcblie·' r.os-ds in the Coonty ot :Madera. State o~, 



Pr1snt-North Fork Aoad at a point which bears llt.420 
501,E.~ a. d.istance of 2192 :feet mora or less from the 
S.w. Corner of Section ZO ~ ~.lO s .• :R. 21' E •• M.D.:S. fA L!.. 
at sng1neer f ,s station "r.,'" lOS, ploa 60.S,;' : ' 

Me.ders.-:301l'View,,Road ata point which boarsE'.54° 
09 1 , w.~ adistanco of 2013 feet mora or lose from the 
SeE. Corner of Section 18.T. 10 S •• R. 21 Z. M.D.:B. & M., 
at engiJ:.ocr' s station "X'l92'2'1 :pl03 85.0 ; , 

Friant-North Fork.Ro'D.d. at apo1nt, which bears S. 
020 44' .E. 1179 feet more or less :!:rom tho .N.E.Corner 
of Section S., ~. lOS." R. 21 E. M.1> .. B. & M. ~ at oneineer"s 
stc.t1on 'WR'" 529 ploa 17.0 ; , , 

l'riant-R1ldreth Road at a point ,which bears ]1'. 6S~ 
22w, ~.,a d13~anceot 328 feet more or less !ro~ the S.E. 
Cornaro! Section 27 .. T. ,9 S., R. 2l E." M.:O.:B. & M. ~ a.t ' 
engineer's. station "L", 783 plos. 84.&'; '. 

, Fr1a.nt-North.Fork Roaa. at a. POint wlnch bears S. 
8So 21'1 E.. , a d.1s.te.nce of 1512 foot more or less ,: from the 
N.W. Cornor o:f Section 33. ~. S S., R., 22, E •• , M.D.:B.· & M ... 
at engineor's station "r l48 :plea 25 ; and 
. Priant-North ]1ork.Road a.t a. pOint whicil boars :!. 
690 ' 30 fE., So d:ists.nco ·o~ 046 :reet more or 10130. from :the 
S.W.Corner o~ tho N.W. qoarter of the N.W.' qoarter o~ 
Seeti,on 26., ,~.8- s •• R., 22 E. ~ M.:O.B. & M. ~ at engineor' e 
station "I.'" 1877 plae 90.0; . . . 

IT IS :aEREBY' ~Hm. OPJ)ERED~ ,that :permission be and. ,it is, 'hereby 

gran.ted M1ne.rets'&Woete:tn,Rs,i1wayCompeny·to constroct its track; 

sobject to the cond1t10nshere.'!J:lafter 3;pec1fied.., above the:!ol~oW1ng 

named pab11c roa.ds. 1ntho,Cocnt:1 of Madera" Stc. te of Cs.li:forn1e.: ' 

Fr1ant-Sclphar Springs Roe.d at 8. po1nt which· 
bears :N .• 0&0,15. ~: E •• So . distance , of 8SS feet .tlore or 
less frotlthe . .s~wi,'. Corner of' 'Section 5. !r. ll. s. lOR. 
21 Z • ., 101.:0.:8. &'. M.'., :!tt engineer's station "'!,ft 10. Ploa 
42.0; ana, ' , 

0, Frie.nt-Xol""'Jl Fork Roa.d a.t s..po1nt wJ:l1eh'be.a.rs 
8.44 56:" E., a. d.istance of 419 feot more or less from 
thoU.W •. Corner of the S·.E. qcarte:r of Section 1, 
T'':9 S • .,R. 21 E.. •. M.:O.:s. &M., at engineer's station 
"Z",54Q, ploa·48~0 ; 

I~ IS EEREBY FURTHER: ORDERED, the.t permission be' and it is 
. .'. , 

hereby granted the ,S,agar 'Pine Lamber Comp$JlY' to constrcet its trsck'~ 

scbject to the eond1t1ons:!lere1naft,er specified.,.::lot grade a.cross the 
. -

='ollowingnamod .pc1)licroad 1n tho ~oonty of MaderSo~ State of .CsJ.1:!- . , \ 

,ornie.: 

North Fork-,Tes:f'ord Eanch Road ate. po1nt wh1cll. beare, x. SOO 25' E.~s. distance of 843 feat more or \less . from the' 
S.W. Comer of: Section 12.~ ~. '8~S •• R. 22. B.,,, U.D.:S.&,M.~ 
at engineerIs' station "It" 57 ploa 00 9 ' 

. 
All of the ebo'Veas shown by tho exhibits ~iled with the ' . .. t':~. 

appl1ca.t1011; sa.id cross.1ngsto be constrceted. sob;jeet to' the ·:tollow-. 
, .' 

. "," . 

';',':, ' 
, . 

• ,! .r ' 



ing co~d1t1ons~viz: 

Cll The entire' e:z;pense o~ constrcctine the, cross1n8s. to;-

gethor with the cost o~ their maintenance thereafter in good 
I ". 

and f1rst-classcondition for' the safe and conve:oientase o:! 

the pob11o shall be borne by applicant. 

(2) Said 'grade er~ss1ng$ shall be constroeted o~ a width 

of not less than twentyfoor (24) ~eet. and ahs.ll be protected . . _. . . 
by saitable crossing signs ,and shall in eyery way be made s~!e 

• • f • 

for th~ passsge thereo'V'er ofveh1~1o s ~lld i other road traffic., 

(S) Those grade crossing's located be·tween $etch and l.!111-

s.ite Shall have grades of' s'pproaeh not exceeding two (2), per " . . ~ . 

cent; that, grade cr~S$ing of the Friant-North" ~ork Ro,Sa'in 

Section 30. T. 10 S,~ ~R. 21 E •• M.:o', ... :8. &: M. 7 :s-t eng'ineer's' .. ' , , 

sta.tion tf~1t i63"ple8 60.3 shell be 'constrected with grades. of 

'approa.ch . ~~t exce~d~ five, (5) per cent and all other grs.dc 
" 

ero'ss1ngs herein,aethorized s.hall have grades of, ap~r~ach ?lot 

exceeding six (6) per cent. 

(4} Aetomatie flagmen shall be installed ~t ,the ~ense 

of applicant. ,said :flagmen to be, of a. type .and 1:c.ats.l1ed in 

aecordsnc,e with plans or d.S.ta~a:p:proved by the Comd.sBion~ at each 
"" ,. 

of the· following .: grade. crossings: 
\ 

Bls.,ckstone Avenoo crossing at eng:tneerfs ,s.tation '"A" 

184 plas 37 ~6; the .M8.dera.-:Bellv1ow Roa:d oross.ing, in, Seetion 18·, 

~.10S"7 R. 2~ E •• 'M:~!).:a. &. lii:. ,at e:::g:tneer's. statio:c: "R" 271 . 
. -

plas 85 and at the Friant-North Fork Road croa::.1ng'in Section 8, 

!I!. lOS.,. R. 21 E •• ' M.J?:S., &, M.' ~ at ene:1nee~' s station ":a:" 529 :plaa 

i7 ~ except that at. the Mader8;-:Sel~view: Roo,d' cross:tng~; ~;' 4ppll-'" 

ea.ntme.y. at' its option •. r.emOTe a 'scffic1ent amoant of the aajaeextt 

hillside so that !eh1Cles located 100 feet e~sterly of the cross-

ing 'may ~ave all 'ano-bstrectedview of trs.inalocated 500 feet 

north,erl,.o~ the crossing. 

5. 



(5) ~he ex:OSS.illS of the .,.Fr1e.nt-North~ork· :aoad in 
. '" ". . "'. '.. , 

Section 30. ~. lO S., R. 21 E ... M.D.:B. &; M .. ~ at engineer's' 
- + ., .. 

stationtrr." 165 ;plea 60 shall have a. saff1cient smo,ant ot the 

adjacent hillside: re:c.oved so tho.t· a. vehicle d1stant40 teet 

oasterly of the c~ossing,sha.ll have an onobstraeted. viewo:t . 
tre.ins loce.ted 500 feet· sootherly of the crossing. .Crossings 

olf tl:.el'r1ant-H11dreth Road in Section 27, ~. 9' S., R. 2l .. X.·~ 

M.D. B. &.X.~ ateng1necr's station "LW 783 ;ples 84.5 and. otthe ... 
'Fr1ant-J7orth Fork Road 11:.- Section 26, T. 8 S." R. 22 s." .~.:O.B. 

, . . 

&: ~., a.t engineer"s. station "L". 1877 1'108 90 shall each have 
" 

. -
soff1c1e:c:t .trees. removed adjacent to the. eroszillee so that' 

vehic.les. 5O:f'eot on e,ithorside o:f' sa.id cross.ings· zhsil have an 

anobstrccted view o;! trains loc:a.ted ·300 faot each side of' said' 

crossings. 

(G)-The ero$;s.~.nee. to: be constrccted above the pcblic roade . 

shall be constrocted in accordance wi ththo :provisions of' thi3" 
• • I, " 

Commission" s. General Order lio. 26. 

(7) ApP11eant shall, within thirty (ZO·) dars therea.fter . 
-notifr ~his.,commios.ion9 in writing" o:e the completion of the in~ 

sttLlls.tion. ofsa1d crossings.' 

(8) The aathorizat1on herein granted for the 1nstall~tion 
- . , 

of said crossings shall .. .lapse' and ba<come void one roa:r from the 

date of this order o:c.less farther time 13 granted by sabseqoont. 

order. 

(9) The Co~ssion reserves tho right to ma.kc;, soeh for-, 

thor orders rolative to the loca.tion. eonstrcction, operation; 

maintenence and~rotoct1on of said cro~s1ngs as to it maya~cm 

risht and, proper .. and ,to rovoke its pormis's1on 1:e 9 in 1t~.' jadgment. 

~he pobl1c convenience and nE)c~ss.itY' demand soch,action.' ... :., ..... 

£ ... ,,)1"' • 
..:.~~,;. 
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