Dectsion No. /15722

DEFCRE THE RATLROAD COMMISSION OF THE STATE OF CALIFORNIA

In the matter of the application of
Ae We LcDORALD for certificate of . .
pu'blic convenience and necessity to Application No. 7690.
operate passenger, freight, express
and baggage service between Eureka.
and B'czrz:t Ranc‘n..

Chas. Melaughlin for Applicont. //7
Ve Jo Cumings for Northwestern Zacific
Raiixroad Company.
V. Ho Ogflwy for Arcats & Mad River Rail-
roed Company. -

E. E. Baldwin for Northern Redwood Lumbexr
Co

LWHANY «
Fo Fo Xellis for Nellis Brox. Stage Line.
T. Be Riley for Eurcke~Korbel Stage Line.
E. H. Reed for Arcata, Hoopa & Trindity
Stage Line.
M. %in Bittencourt for Arcata~Zureks Stage
C.

Y TER com’ss:om

CPINTITON

A puolic hea.ring was b.eld by Exeminer Westover at
Bur eka upon tb.e a.bove eatitled application for authority to
operate pa.ssenger, freight, express and baggage service between
Zureka, on tb.e one¢ hard, and certain points east of Korbel to
and includine; ‘.Burn Runch, on the other hand.- °

The only' tcstimomr presented on behall of applica.nt ,
concerning tra.r:f.‘ic related to shipments to and rrom Sa.l:y'er and
Willow Creck. There was also some testimony to 'che general -
cffect that the present service of H. Z. Reed ic not satizfac-

tory bgc&usé bis line could be operated during 2 -‘.Lohgér season

than it is now operated; that the equipment is imadequate inm




character a.nd that Lreight is somct:!.mes refused or le:tt.

, Mr. Reed's sexrvice is tha.t knowvn a&s Reed's Arcata,
Hoope & Tr:.,nity‘ Stage, and is opers.ted. thxee round «z'i;pa a week
(the came as that proposed by applicant) between Arcate and
Poxy Bar, whicb. {s about  six miles westerly from Burnt Ranche
:Ehere i=z amplc service at present between Arcate. and. Eureku.
wpon which point ne testimony wa.3 offered. Yr. Reed also op-
erates ‘be'tween Arcata and Hoopa, the two routes being the same
for about 20 miles to & point about 10 milea northeast of Xor-
bel. Nearly sll of the operation is :.n the moun‘ta.ina the .
roads being poor mick of the time, e.,peci.,.lly durirg the wint.er
season. In 1919 the scasonm begon May 9tk and ended Novenber
4th. The 1920, opera.tiPh begen May 4th, when _the rood wag hard-
ly passsble, and contimued uitil October 17th, dwiﬁé_ 2 stora,
it béine: considered impracticable to continue reguiax operation
further, later during the seasom. In 1921 operation began
May 27th, the firat day waen it was considered pmctica.‘ble to
opwa.te v, th.out ...ccident the storm:z havice continued. lat ter thon
usua.:.. Opc:ra.tion ceased November Sth’ beca.nsc of a ztorm waick
began Nwmbcr I3t and cont:’.nued‘ror two wee;lcs. This year;'the
season openeg:. Moy Srd‘.,- the first d.ay it was cénsidered'practi_.c-
able to operate, owing to roqd and weather conditions.

Mr. Reed’s filihgé show that opcra.t“onz "begin April’

15tk each year, or &8s soon thereafter zs road conditions v;ill
permit, and coxtinme watil ﬁovember 1zt, or as long 'therea.ftg_r
. a8 road conditions'ﬁill permit®. Applicant proposes tize éaz_:;e"

seasonal operation.

. There was testimony skowing that other persons had .

mode trips during the winter seasons, and that dur ing parts of
the winters the roads were falrly good. We are zatisfied from

the testimony, however, that cortinumous operation was not prac-




-

tica.ble during the winter when regular operation ha.d cea.zed

it bcing appe.rent that such service could be only intemit ent |
a.nd. uncertain, depending upon weather a.nd. ro&d conditions.

AS 't.o the adequacy of equipment, there a.re now in

...ervice on the two lines four Packards, 'being 1910 axnd 1912,
mod.el..., overna.uled. each wintcr. and reported. to be in good con-
- dition. Two of these have lz-pa.ssengcr 'bod.ies. wi'th detacb—
zble seats, and two have 7-pe.ssene:er bodies, but one o:t'.' 'theae
bas recently been provided with a truck 04y, which i'_t is propo..ed.
“0 use regularly in a separate freight service.. The equijmcnt
iz kcp'!: at ;'u.-cata and it is customary to send’ oﬁt on.e, “two or

"threc ca.rs, ag’ needed. usua.lly sending but one tbrough to ?o::y'
zax | | |
On the other hand, applicant proposes to purcha.se two
1914 Pa.c.kards or two 1917 Ca.d.ills.cs, to cost $800.00 to qz.ooo OO
eack, for which he Proposes to borrow the entire pu:chs.se p:rice-,
upon the financial baccing of friends or :'rela.tives,‘: and repex the
loan out of earnings of ';ize“ proposed line. | |
_ Applicant ba.s driven three dir:rerent 1ight cars off the
gz-a.d.es on the route in questior, the three resulting wrccks being
d.ue. he says, to the mechanic...l condition of the ca.rs. '

Az to the alleged poor sexvice, it wes compleined that
the Reed line tra.nsported giant powler in a ‘passenger stage, dbut
it appears tb.a.t the Tive boxes of ;powder were tra.nsported in-an
empty sta.ge from one b.ighway road camp to another when urgently
needed, as axn- accommoda.tion- but that expload fves have never been
ca.r-:.ed with passengers or with other. freight. Compla.int. wes
made that t:b.e line :t‘.‘a.ilcd. for o weelk to ‘tra.nzpor‘t an exgine from

' J.:.-ca.ta. to Willow Creelc a.nd that at the end of that time it was

sn.ipped. by priva.te car- but it d.oes not appeaxr 'tha't tb.e shipment-

were left at o0y point on the regular rou‘te in Arca.'ta. or that the




- - -

driver agreed to pick up at & point off the route. The rules
and regu..c.tiona on :filc with the Commission are silent as to
f:ceight picls:-up and deliver:y-, dut reserves the rigb.t *to rc:t"a.,e
rreight erpre"s or heavy excess baggage"

hs to fruit shipments out of Salyer and Willow Creek,

it appears that the Reed linc has teken fiui‘t » found bwcrs__::‘of
+, made 3a.le3; and retu:_'ned the proceeds, less a s’pecda.l:rfate
of 25 cents a box on rmif to Arcata, Xorbel and ‘intermed.ia.té
points. Om the ctb.er hza.nd growers complained tha:t .,hipments
of periuho.ble rmita have been left at tmes, or that ‘tb.ey Townd
it wowld not be zatisfactorily handled, and 20. ha.d.mde no'eﬂ'ort-
to ship. «Blov_;ever, no complaint was made to the iine or to"tb.é'
Pail"'-‘oé.'d. Commission concerning the matier, and it is significant
‘t:hat of the witnesses for a.pplia..nt testi.ty'ing to poor service,
several signed. a petition expressing satisfaction with the Reed‘
. service and requeeting that it be contimued. e are za.ti ﬁ'éd
that the freigh service can be improved vba:ougb. & better und.e‘-‘
standingbetweep the carrier and shippers, or a more sy-tema.t:!;c
hondling of freight. | The truck body sbove referred to hos re-
cently 'been provided. fo:r that purpove. and we believe will wtis-
factorily relieve the .,itua.tion. Ve recommend that shippers a.nd.
probable shippera along the line be adequately advized as to the
improved gervice offered, and that any uncertainty concerning the
duty to pick up and deliver in Arcate end other points be removed
by prepara.tion and rning of an ad.eo'aa.te rule covering 'mis point
as it appea.rs from the testimony that 'chere ere severa.l pla.ceo on
the reguler route in Arcate along where it is cus’comary_ to;pick: )
up fre;e;l;t., altha&gh the schedule as filedwith the Commission
showiﬂptel Axcata as the Arcata terminsl, and iz silent az to
other\niclc-up and d.elvivrery pointas.  I% ‘appéa.rs to be p‘mcticaf:!.e
to specify & zone vri"t.ain which pick-ups and deliveries would be

regulo.rly Me.
4.




Te are satisfied that there iz not enou@ "tratfic 'tc;‘
Justiry the operation of two lincs, a3 the poliniz now aerved;
cast of Xorbel are but small. mounta.z.n communities vmoae need.s
are already. principally supplied by ta.e parcel po;r»t serv'ice.-
| . Xo tés‘t.i;moxw, waé offergd.-conce‘rnliﬁg- the traffic éitﬁ-
| b.tion ot Bu:mt ‘Ranch, and it ddés not d.ppeai-"aba‘ﬁ 'thu-e'i::»néed
oi‘ service 'beyond. ?or:y' Bar, to 'vhich the Reed‘. 1ine novr extend.s
rox that 'the proposed. line is ad.eq_uately fin.a.nccd ii uhcre were
such nged. ‘ _It does not appea.r that public nece.,sity and .con-
venience require more or different servicé_-tha.n tha‘tvthichcan

‘apparently be provided by the preceat carrier:
ORDER .

A joub‘li‘c: hesring having been held upon the bove en-.
titled applica.ﬁtion,‘ ‘th'e natter being subﬁittgd, and. now ready
for decizion, | - L

TEE RAILROAD COMMISSION EEREEY DIECIJ:P.ES that public
convemen.ce and necessity do not require the operation: by A. W,
McDona.ld, oL PAIBENGET, frelght, express ox baggage seryice be-
tween Furela and Burnt Reoch or any intermedfiate point.

| IT 1S HEREBY OXDERED thet the application be and it is
heredby denied. |

Dated at San Fra.nciaco, Californmiz, this
May, 1922. .

(/ <Comuissioners.. .




